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IV. In regard to John’s Baplism, it seems most
probable that sprinkling or pouring was the mode
of applying the water, 1t is not Inobable that the
multitudes of men and women who came to John
were immersed in the dress which they then had
on; and that they were uncovered in that promis-
cuous assembly is not to be supposed ; that they
all had changes of raimnent, or tRat they could or
would have used them under such circumstances,
if they had them, is incredible. Besides, they
could go down into the water,and come up from,
or ouf of, the water, as well if they stood and
were sprinkled, asif they were immersed. They
had only to leave their sandals on the shiore, and
adjusting their dress, which was convenient for
such a scrvice, step inte the stteam where the
Beptist stood, receive the affusion of water from
hts hand, which would cost him but litile effort
compared to the labour of plunging and raising
multiludes, and then tetire for others to come
around him in quick succession. That a human
creature, especially one of whom it is said, ¢ John
did no miracle,” could have endured the labour
of plunging multitudes day after day, is amongst
the many improbabilities of the case.

From this, it would follow that our Lord was
not immersed. If he was baptized in Jordan, if
he went info the river, and came_up out of the
water, all this it was most convenient to do in or-
der to be sprinkled. How far into the tiver he
went, we are not told.  The improbabilities of im-
mersion, in the other cases of John’s Baptism, lead
us to suppose that the Baptist took his usual place
in the river, but only so far in as not to be obliged
to stoop far to raise the water in his hand; and
that Christ was thus baptized by affusion. The
contrary cannot be proved, and this, under the
circumstances, is most probable.

¢ John was baptizing in Enon, near fo Salim,
hecause there was much water there,” not be-
cause he immersed : for the words much water may
be rendered many walers, or sireams, convenieat
for the multitudes and their cattle. Had he bap-
tized by immersion, one stream would have an-
swered his purpose; and manywafers would have
been useless.

V. As to the three thousand on the day of Pen-
tecost, it cannot be made at all probable that they
were immersed. Did they stand all day in the
clothes in which they were plunged? Or had
they suits of apparel, or convenient places to pre-
pare for immession?  Besides, it cannot be shown
to be Jxonible that the aposties could have im-
mersed three theusand in the given time, even if
their strength would have sufficed.

All these cases appear to us 1 have been cases
of sprinkling or affusion,

WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
Tuc precedence of the ditect witpess of the Spirit
of God to- the indirect witness of our own, and the
dependence of the latier upon the former, ate very
cleatly stated by three divines of great authority ;
to whom I refer the rather, becanse mauy of their
fallowers of the present day have become very
obscure in their statements of this branch of Chris-
fian expericnce.—Rev. R. Watson.

& 51, Paul means, that the Spirit of God gives).

such atestimony to us, that he being our gnide
and teacher, our spirit concludes.our adoption of
God to be certain, Far our own mind, of itself,
independent of the preceding testimony of the
Spitit, {nisi praeunte Spirilus {cslimonio,] could
not produce this persuasion in us.  For whilst the
Spirit witnesses that we are the sons of God, he
at the same time inspires this confidence into our
minds, that we are bold to call God our Father.”?
~— Calvin on Romans viii. 16.

¢ Romans vii. 16, ¢ Fhe Spicit. itself beateth
witness with our spirits that we are the sons of
God 2 the witness which our own spirits do give
unto our adeplion is the work and eflect of the
Holy Spirit in us3 if it were nof, it would be
false, and not centirmed by the testimoay of the
Spisit himself, who is the Spirit.of truth. ¢ And
none knoweth the things of Gad but the Spirit of
God,? L. Cor.itn M. If he declare not our son-
ship in us and tows, we cannot know it. }How
doth he then bear witness 1o our spitits 7 What
3 the distingt testimony 2 It must be some such

act of his as evinceth itself to be from him, imme-
diately, unto them that are concerned in it, that is,
those unto whoum it is given.»—Dr. Owen on the
Spirit, scc. 9.

¢ The Spirit of adoption doth not only excite
us to call upon God as our Father, but it doth as-
certain and assure us, as before, that we ate his
children. And this it doth not by an untoward
voice, as God the Father to Jesus Christ, nor by
an angel, as to Daniel and the Virgin Mary, but
by an inward and secret suggestion, whereby he
raiseth our hearts to this persuasion, that God is
our Father, and we are his children. Thisis not
the testimony of (Ae graces and operations of the
épm:% but of the Spirit itsclf.?? —Poole on Rom.
viii. 16,

THE TRANSFIGURATION.

Tuzre were not only John and James, but Mo-
ses and Elias ; and these were not shining statues
~but they spake—and spake of the Saviour’s de-
cease. Whutasubject! What speakers! How
delightful must have been their intercourse with
them !—Moreover, there was the presence of Je-
sus. And surely it cannot be a question, why it
is good to be where He is. With him we are
safe, and nowhere else. He is the Source of all
light and knowledge. e is the Fountain of ho-
nour and excellency. He is the Consolation of
Israel. He is all and in all.

But where is he with his people? He is with
them in the closet. ‘Fhere he manifests himself
tothem, as he does notin the world. Theve they
enjoy an intimacy, a freedom, aw untestrained in-
tescourse with him, such as other company will
not allow. ¢ Could these beams and rafters,”
said a good man, pointing to an unceiled roof,
¢t speak, they would testify what hours of enjoy-
ment I have had here, in communion with Him.”?
Of the closet, therefose, they can say, It is good
for ws to be heve.

He is with them in.his Temple., Where would
you look for a man, but in bis own house. And
the sanctuary is the place where the Lord’s ho-
nour dwelleth. In all places where I record my
name, I will come unto thee, and 1 will bless
thee.  And have they not found the promise true ?
Have they not seen his. posver and glosy in the
saastuary ?  Of his house, therefote, they can
say, 1t i3 good for us to be here,

He is with them at his Fable. Ris cross is
everything so a Christian: and here defore our
eyes Jesus Christ is evidently set forth crucified
among us. What a sublime duty ; what an ex-
alted privilege, is the commemoration of his death!
His Besh is meat indeed, and 1is blood is drink
findeed & Bt is good for us to be here.

He is with them in the furnace.
three HMHebrew children found him.
o:ldy consumed their bands, and set them free;
and they were seen walking in the midst of the
fire—with the Son of God !

He is with them in the vale of deaths How
inuch will they need him then! Then all other

‘friends and helpets leave them. Then heart and
flesh will fail them. But they will not be with-
out him. Though they walk through the xalley
of the shadow of death, he is with them ; his rod
and his staff they shall comfort them: and then

There the
The flames

us to be here.

ing this in-heaven? There he is with them im-
mediately. There they, will see him as he is—

more.

But none will be translated thither in person,
whose heatts are not gent off first. None will
have their residence in heaven hereafter, who
have not theirconversatisn in heaven here. None
will he with the Lotd forever, but those who find

now.— Hm. Jay..

UNIYERSAL PHILANTHROPY.

Lovk is 3 debt due to every man: ¢ Qwe noman
any thing, bot to love onc anothier.”? Romans xiii.
8.  This debt is owing frem every man; it must
be continually paying, and yet it is ever owing.
He that rendereth not love, payeth not his debis.
Thisis a debt that grows due faster than it can be

paid; and it must be continually paying.

they will have cause to say, Lord, it is good for |

How much more will they be justified in say-}

there, before the presence of his glory, they will}
- possess fulness of joy, and pleasurcs for ever-

it their happiness for the Lord to be with them)

ON THE WESLEYAN HYMNS.
BY TIK REV. R. WATSON,

————

Is this collection, beside a few hymns by Mr.
John Wesley, there are four or five from Dr.
Watts, Several are tranelations by the Wesleys :
one from the Spanish, ¢ O God, my God, my all
thou arty? &ec.; one from the Freuch, ¢ Come
Saviour Jesus, from above 3’ and the others from
the German hymns of the Lutheran and Mosavian
churches. Several of these transtated hymus Mr.
Montgomery has inserted in his ¢ Psalinist,” and
matked ¢ Moravian.”? They appear, indeed, in
the Moravian Hymn Book, but in departments
thete, in which are also found the hymns of Dr.
Watts, and other English authors. The preface
of the edition of 1753, the first authorized collec~
tion of the English Moravians, and which embdo-
dies their former unauthorized publications, ac
knowledges ¢¢ the forcgoing labours of Mr. Jacohi
and the Rev. Mr. Wesley,” in tlie translation of
German hymns of the sixteenth aud seventeenth
centuries, beside extracts of English ones of the
eighteenth, from ¢ Watts, Stennett, Davis, Ers-
kine, Wesley,”” &c. ; which acknowledgment was
no doubt overlooked by Mr. Montgomery.

The hhmns translated by the Wesleys, and said
by Mr. Montgomery in his collection to be ¢ Mo~
ravian,’’ are, < Thow hiddes love of God, whose
height ?” « Thee will § love, my strength, m
tower ? & Shall J, for fear of feeble man 3 &
thow who camest from abewve ;” & Now I have
found the ground wherein;”? « My sowl before
thee prostrate lies;’? and ¢ Holy Lamb, whoe thee
receive.”? Now all these were published hy the
Wesleys before the Moravian Hymn Book of
1754, in which the « foregoing labours of Mr.
Wesley,’* in translating from the Gennan, are ac-
knowledged ; and, indeed, most of them appear
in the very first hymn books published by John
and Charles Wesley, two of which bear date so
early as 1739, fifteen years previous to the publi-
cation of the authorized Moravian collection. As
translations, they are not thezefore ¢ Moravian 3?
and, when they are translated fram ¢ the Ger-
man,?? it does not follow that they all have a Mo-
ravien otriginal, though some of them may ; foy
the Moravian German book, like the English, as
we leamn froin the preface to their English hymn
book, ¢ consists as well of hymns out of preceding
church collections of theis neighbours, as of others
composed by themselves.”” The hymn, « High
on his everlasting throne,’” marked é Moravian™
by Mr. Montgomery, and memioned also in his
preface, is a Motarian Gemu\‘l,:’ymu', but the
translation is by Mr. Charles Wesley ;s whilst
¢ Give to the winds thy fears,” also mar&ed Mo~
ravian, is a2 German hymn of the Lutheran church,,
and the translation is Mr. Charles Wesley’s. Of
this hymn there is a version in the Moravian En-
glish Hymn Book ; the last sianza of which, when
placed beside M. €. Wesley’s, will show with
what strength of internal evidence his tzanslations
distinguish themsclves ~—

WESLEY's.

‘Fhou seest-our weakness, Lord,,

©Our hearis are known to thee :
O 1R thou up the sinking handg

€onfirm the feeble knce !

et us ig life and death,

Thy steadfast truth declare ;
And publish with our latest breath,

Thy love and guardian care.

MORAVIAN.

O Lord, thou seest our weakness,
Yet know’st what our hearts mean :
Against desponding sickness,
Our fechlc knces sustain.
Till, and beyond death’s valley,
Let us thy truth deelage 3
Yea, then emphatically,
Boast of thy guardian care.

- Some ather comparisons mizht be made between
Mr. C. Wesley’s tranglations fiom German hymns
and those from the same originals found in the
Moravian llimn Book, which would sufficiently
show that the Moravians, fhen at least, had no
{ranslator into English verse at all comparable to

him; and, indeed, they had suflicicnk taste gengs



