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PRAYER.
Lord, what # change withint us one shott hour
Spent in thy presence will prevail to anke;
What heavy burdens from our bosoms take ;
Whai parched grounds refresli, as with a shower !
e hneel—and all arondd us scems to Juwer,
We nse—and ail, the distant and the near,
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3" stands forth in sunny eutline, brave and clear,
> We hneel, how weak T we rise, how full of power |
7 Why, therefore, should we do ourselves this wrong,
,’ Or otheéss; that we are nat always strong,
R That we arc ever overborne with eare,
. f ['hat we shiould ever weak or heartless be,
i7  Anxious of troubled, when with us s prayer,
" And joy and strength and courage are with thee?
e ~Treneh.
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< LETTER -FROM -CHINA,
1%
A —
i Opium is a temrible curse, and a great.hinders

28 " ance to the progress of the gospel. A large
R 1)crcenitage of the peopie snwke the drug—some
iy {j‘sny fifty per cent., othefs ‘putting it-even-higher.

B i1l ‘The usc of this drug is injuring the country,
= far more than any.epidemic or plague could, and
* the judgment- day alone will- tedeal all.the-con.
- sequent: horrors-—~starved “wives: and- children,
- ruined homes, and blasted prospects, suicides;
& and- murders.  It-is awful “to.contemplate the

% _depth of moral-degradation resulting from the
perversion of ‘thus medicine from its proper-use.
‘There must bé hundreds, yea - thousands of
4 suicides in China daily from this cause. Somer

= ’ times jealous wives take the poison to spité one
3, another. -It is-the Chinainari’s -painless way of

+ cnding his weaty life. As’you pass through ::
B village: or-city "you can. usually point-out the
 upitin _habitues by their lean frames, cadaverous
(y faces-and starving eyés. It is a foul leprosy
B which -taints the, soul as well-as' the - body, and
8! the mnh who smokes opitm s easily led into ail
p other forgns,of debauchery. I occasionally ques-
! uon these slaves of opium vwho are often in-the

{ ranks of the beggars and frequently I.hear the

Qj story of farmi’ and vuildings being sold:to bu?'

% the drug, and of gradual rediiction to beggary
b nd_shanic. 10ii-is thus with- the brite.#ho’
S‘f gives w§ay to' his appetite, what. musts be-the
4 :niscfy of the poor wives.and children! ‘Fhis
hornd sm- hinders the:gospel, because the. drug
is scut into the country by Christian @) England,
and when We preach againgt-the sin the people.
L throw it up to us thit.we send the opium to
»E' them.  Canada.protests against, England’s bad,
% (reatment of lreland; why.should she not_pro-
,; test -agamst, :and try 10 -suppress this “terrible
{;’ cmnc,:\gqinst’:ﬁﬂyrlimcs,as mony pc?plg as
% Ireland contuns?  Itistobe feared that England,
PS: will never ivipchway this stain, and-we must telt
{1 {he- Cliinamens that they. must discriminate be-’
ween the good and the bad. They must.gcamr
that. the gOspci has only panially,rcclmln(:’d
Cugland from lust, and thai.the desire of -gain
can_yet stupefy our Ccountry’s. Conscience, 1 ngll
them when the gospel. gains MOTe POWCr it
B England then o more opium will"be sent'to
B them from India.  But alast the discasc scems
B alicady 10 have taken a destligeip, and China
P s si)wiug many of hy.:rfcriilq ficlds «with. that
i3 which will sap herlife blood.
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What can breome
i3 of a people whose officials ate ncarly all addicied
¥ 10 such a vice? “Lhe gospel is their only hopx_:._

f It “briugi;. fe and immortality to light,” ““,d‘fs,

i1 the-only power to.rise this people’ from theie

1 aalmaenalism I is but natural when ail the
‘ stnfe is. for happincss- in this world llmipc.o‘plcr
should-use such stimulants as wine and opium,
for they “ cannot see afar off” but look only to
the, xfrcSan graufication. ‘lfh:\/nlﬁ»: -the Lord we
have our hopes st on- something grander than
all this world’s gloty, and pleasures. God grant
that we who bear hig name in this darl:'*hcnlhm
land.may be kept -free frofn-all lh.a!.xs sensual
E and devilish, and may constantly point the !n.:oplc
5 away from_the vanities of time o the rcnlu_xgs ?f
. eternity, and may we live such lives of:fmlh in
S _our risen- Saviour -as. may, lead the Chinese to
i forsake opium and all other. fleshly lusts and live
for. spiritual things.
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T meet many of the evils of the drug among my
patients. T keep a boutle of mustard lately at
the doorof my dispensary, and the gateman can
give it out to relieve those contemplating suicide.
Six cases of suicide have come to a missionary
in Nankin in one day, 1 havea former Chinese
preacher of the gospel in my dispensary break-
ing-off this hab™ -vhich he acquired about 1o
years ago. Jt'is a very difficult. hatat to over
come and requires great “detenmination.  T'rust
in Jesus, when the Chinese leamn-of him will
give the needed strength,
W, E. MACKLIN.
‘March -17th, 1888, ‘

SELECTIONS,

HISTORICAL -ACCURACY OF THE
BIBLE.
At.a meeting Jatély “held -in-Southampton,
-Englaid, Sir Charles Wilson, Dirccter-General
of the Ordnance Survey, after.a passing reference
to small industries carried'oh in Eastern countries,
as contrasted- with the large: manufactories of,
Western kingdoms, said that having been a good
deal_mixed up with Palestine exploration, they,
might like to Know what-he really thought of the
results.  T'he opinion e had formed:from the
surveys and excavations, and-irom the discovery
of inscriptions, was-that- the Biblewas-of-all
ancictit books theimost wondetfully accurate in
relation 19 -greographical. and _historical-facts.
I'here were many, points which people used not
o understand in-connection with the -historical
and geographical portions of the Bible.  Maiy-
of -these had now been explained ; and the more,
they kuew, the_clearer it became that’t 1 Bible
was not .wiong in regard fo its facts, -but the
people did not poessess suflicient-information to
‘understand . them, Quite recently there had
been some very wonderful discoyeries in Egypt;
and at‘Tell Mahuta, not far- ll'rom':'l‘cll-cl-kéb‘if,
had been found the ruins-of the Pithom. of the
Bible. Not only this, but alse some of the
treagure-chambers which the childreni of Israel
were cmployed in building -for the Pharach
“ywho knew not Joseph.” The discovery of this
town-had _thrown a gréat deal-of light upon the
‘route taken by the Israchies upon leaving Egypt.
I'hey could not tell at-present exaculy the - route
‘taken, but could draw « line within very navrow
Sitits, and were able, for.instance,-to say within
‘ten or twslve. miles which way they went when
leaving igypt for: Palestine.  Another recent
discovery was the excavation of Pharacl's house
&t “Tahapanes (or Talipanes); mentioed- two of
‘iree times in- Jeremiab, aiid” it -was etremely.
interesting to have uncovered” the very house
wentioned by Jerewidh, In Palestive there had
beei many discovetics, but not of récent date.
*Fhe latest was that of an uscripticn in'the rock-
hewn channel which conveys-the water ol the
“Fountain of the Virgin 10 the pool of Siloam.
It was very interesting, as proving that the lan-
‘guage of the Israclites about 700.B. C. was. the
same pure Hebrew that is used in the carlier
iooks of _the Bible, and was the oldest” inscrip-
tionin the Hebrew yet discovered.— 7he Worker.
- - ¢ .
STUDY OF THE BIBLE
REV. NORATIVS RONAR, v D.

Do not skim it or read i, but study it, every
word of jt; study the whole Bible, Old “l'esta-
ment and New; not your favorite chapters
werely, but the complete Word of God- from
beginning to end.  Don't -trouble vourself with
commentators; they may be-bl usc if - khept- in
their place, Dut they.are not yoeur g\ﬁdc. Your
guide is ‘the Interp ster,’ the onc ainong a
thousand {Job axxiii, 23) who will Iead you into
all tuth {John xvi, 13), and keep you from ail
crror.  Not that you are.to read no book but
whe Bible, Al that is teue and good is worth
the reading, if you have time. for it ; and all, if
properly used, il help you i the study of
Saiptures,  AClinstian. doces not shut-his eyes
to the natural secnes of - beauiy spread_around
Ile docs not ceasé to admire the hills, or.

him.

plains,-or rivers, or farests of the carth, Hecause
hie has learned to Tove thé God that made them;

Now that 1 am commencing my.medical work,

nor does he turn andy from bouks of science or

T
trué poctry, hecause he has discovered one book
trugry more precious and more poetical than all
thetrest together,  Besides, the soul can no more
coritinue in one posture than the body., The
eye must be relieved by vauety of objects and
theilnbs by motion, so must the soul by change
of $ubject and position.  Let the Bible be to us
the book of books, the one book in all the world
whose every word ig truth, ahd whose every verse
is wisdom, In studying 1, be sure to take it
for what it really is, the revelation of the tonghts
of God given us in the words of God, Were it
only the book of divine thoughts- and Jwinan

{'words, it-would prefit little, for we never could-

be sure.whéther the-words really represented the

_thoughts ;-fay, we might be sur¢ that man would

fatl<in "his swords when attempting to embody.
divine #honghts ; -and that. therefore, if we have
only .man’s. words, .that- is- man’s translation of
the divine thoughts.  But, knowing that we have:
divine ‘thoughts embodied in divire words,

‘through the inspiration of an unerring translator,

we sit down to'the study of the heavenly voluiné;
assured that-we shall find it all its-teaching the
perfection_of-wisdom, and’its language the most.
accurate - expression  of < that-wisdom. that - the
fifite spéech-of wan could-utter.  Every word:
of. God is as perfect as-it is pure (Psa. xix; 73
ali, 6). Lot us read and resread “tlie Scriptures,
meditating_on them:day and-night ;- they: néver
grow old, they-never.lose their sap, they never
run dry. Uit

corner: -dori't “let -commeritaries  smother -the
truer.and the-better.  Béware of light “reading.
Shun novels, they are_the Jiterary curse of- the
age;they ard to. the $oul what ardent splrits are*
10 the body.  See-that your -relish.for. theBible

be above eviry other enjoyment, and thé monient |,
you btgin: to- feel -gréater -relish.for any. other.

ook, lay it downtill you have solght- deliver.
ance from: such a snare,-and:.obtained from the
“Holy:Spirit an intedser relish, a kééner appetiter

Afor the Word of God: -(Jer. xv,76; *Psa. xix, 7,

100)-
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DONAE HEAR EVERYTHING.

“I'nc art of not hearing should-be leanied-by
all. -Itis.fullyas important-to domestic happi-
ness as a cultivated car, for which so much time
and mondy are -expended, “There aré s6-many,
things which it is painful-to_hear, many which.
we ought not.to hear, very many which, if héard,
will .disturb the- temiper, corrupt. Simplicity and’
modesty, detract “from _cohtentment, and happi-
ness, that every.one should be educated . t6 take
in or shut out.sounds, according to his pleasure.
If a man fails into a violent passion, and calls us
allmanner of fianes, at the first word we should
shut our ears; and -hear. no-more. “1f, in our
quict voyage of life, we find oursclves caught in
one of those domestic whulwinds ot Scolding,
we should shut our eats us a sailor would furl his
sails, and, making ail tight, scud before. the-gale.
If a hot and restless man begins to.inflamé our
feclings, we should consider.what mischief these
fiery- spatks may do in-our agazine below,
where ouf temper is kept, and instantly close the
door. Ify as-has -been- remarked, all"the petty
things suid of-one by “tiecdless or-illnatured
idlers were to be brought home to him; he would
becomé a mere walking pincushion stuck full-of
sharp remarks. If we would. be happy, when
among . géod mén, we.should open- our-cars;
when among bad men, shit- them, It is not
worth while to heat what our neighbors say about
our -children, what our rivals say about our
business, our. dress, or our affairs. The art of
not_hearing, though -untaught inour schools;-is
by no meas usprctised in sociely. We have
noticed: that. 1 well-bred woman never hears
vulgar- or- impertinent .remark. A-kind of dis
creet deafiiess saves one from many insults, from
much blame, from not a litle connivance in
dishonorable conversation,«Zreusure Tove.

Fifty years: ago a child-gave a_penny-to the
missionary box. _Alittle tracy; costing. just one
penny, was bought with.it, and some onc gave
it to a-young man,the son of a Burinan chicf,
He traveled-250 miles fo learn to read it.  The
Christian-teachers taught him, and. God gave
himra now heait,  Hie went home and preached
to his people, and now there are 1,500 Christians
Tiving in that neighborlinod, who would probably
ve heathiens still but for that.penny tract.

Don't let man’s bock thrust it into a'].

WHAT TO ENJOY.

It is a great thing to find-how much there is
to enjoy, to get some kind of a.catalogue or
inventory of the bléssings Heaven has sent you.
Why, theré isn't a man ina thousand_that has
any religions conception of what God has given
us to ¢njoy, Al the revelations ofyscience are
helping us in that dircction. \Wheén we come
10 sec the beauty and order and beneficence of
the arrangements of the untverse, we find that:
God has been catéring to our happiness in ways
we had-overlooked. To live in.a world: like,
this, with 50 much_beauty, with singing birds and.
blooming ﬂg\vcmgilﬂrd Dy.sunshine, a.world in
which God .is _painting cloud -pictures, lake
.pictures and -have no-sease.of cnjoyfn.cntin—
them—what kind of.a soulis that? It isagreat:
thing 6 find out what there is to.enjoy. Some: -
people dowt: sééni-to- have-avy-idea. that-they.
have anything to be grateful. fof. ‘They -are-
perpectly biid-to their mercies. bub wide awake-
o> their miserics, ‘fliey rehearse -these-cvéry.
time youwmeet them, It is justs casy toculti--
vate the acquaintanide of yonr-mercies as your’
“miscrics, and- it-is a-great deal pleasantet-lor,
your -own enjeyment, just as it-is a-great deal’
pleasanter to be intradueed to your friends than.
0 your enemics,—Clhristian at-1Work.
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A young- man-once -asked Baron schild .
the secret of success, and the’Baron looked-him
over with bis. keen black eyes, and: said :—*1'd
‘rathér.tell_you the ‘secret of-failire, Why.they
fail-sedms to be-thermystery with most young -
men. Here is- the-receipt.. Oﬁg%‘hbixr,:\-‘a_a){v
with your-newspaper ; one hour= g!nyj\yi}l{g our.
cigdrettes 5 one hour a day.with your téileyand
tny word, for it the  first Tosition-you .obtain-wiil .
bé the bést you ever will obtain.”  “Those slender. -

| margins- of =time at.the - lunch. hour*and: after

dinner ary the Wise man's fortune:  Thiree hours-
2 day over and above jour- routine duties ;> with
1655 than that Garfield becariie a clissicsl scholar 5
with’less thanzthat Gladstone hns,,xmde"hi‘méclf
familiar with a-dozen professions ;-with Jess than
that Disracli became  tamous anthor ;. with-less:
than that Mr. Arnold, 2 hurried uewspaper man,
has_given- the. thought. of the-wotld’ a new ime
petus in his stidies-and writings upon- the land
of Asia; with Idss than that a thousand b iness
wen. have become. scholus and a- thousand:
scholars have, conducted a business.
TIHE OCCASIONAL DARK "DAYS,

We need not complain of-the dark ddys-ihat
come now and then, “To, bé- sure- they are hot ~
so agreeablé as the brighter ones, when'the sun:
shing gilds everything with glory; and, the air is-
filll of healthful tonié and inspirtion, Thé hill
over: there (s dimmed by.a heaty.nist. which
decpéns into a fog that gatlicrs about its fop, ahd.
spread all over the landscapéithere is-a-sobriety.
that, if the spitits are not,very buoyant -be€ames-
a gloom ard melancholy, The trees, standing
motionless, lodk sad and hopeless, even the efer-
greens wearing 4 sombre air, and the sounds—
be they the lowing of cows, the twiitér. of birds,
the rumble of machinery . or-the song-of. falling-
waters~seem to be,sct to a:minor key, aid-so-
fo stir.up fetlings. of half:sorrow .in those -vho
hear them. - But'the esperience-is a good onc
after all. 1t is giving the other side of the soul:
a lintle exercisé, after which: the true.side will be
moge -readily assert itself.  The conscious.
ness, alio, remains that thefogs- will' all clear
aiway, and in-beautiful light the old- joy of-the
hills aind fields: will come back-again, “And 50 *
in Christian experience, though we wish habitual'

| cheerfulness and-gladness, the duller times will

come: We are cast downj ‘we sojourn- in
Meshech; the shadows hang about us; the, pil. ~
grim sorrows arc on.us; we-long. for wings like.
a_dove that'we may fy avay.and Dbe.at rest:
“That.would be very bad if it-wete to continue,
butsit, willnot. The shadows shall flee awdy.
*The. -mouning-shall ‘pass, the weeping: endure.
but for a-night, "Flinging away the-sackcloth,
and putting on the garménts of praise, . the. §ong'
shall be begun that in ity varying moods will last

forever,— United, Preshylerian.
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