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Sonie people followv their own e.rring
judgnient t00 closely and consequently
fait into grave errors ; probably
IPleased with n %vork wlerc nothing's jus: or fit

One glaring chaos and wild heap of wit,"
they ofien forgez that
" Truc %vit is nature tu advrintagc dressed
What oft was :Iioyght but nie'erso well exp)ressed]."

WVhein exaniining a work we niust give
our attention to the lanttage tbut at the

sanie~~~ liems u irgard the sense
"W~ortds are like icaves ; at-.d wlhcre thcy inost

.1bounid
Mucli fruit of sen.se beneath is rarely fotind."

Sonie persons arc in the habit of usina
newly-coined. words or obsolete ones.
'[bat ive mnay guard against this, Pope
gives us the foflowing advice

B~c uni the firsi. b>' whii the nev rire tricd
Nor yet the Ils îu laY thc oid a1side."
'Most critics. says Pope, judge poetry by
the verse atone. T1hey are satisfied if the
iiietre and rhymie are perfect.
" V hile expictives ilheir fet>le aid do join,

.And test low words oft cre-il in une dull i une."
This is a very good instance of precept
and exanmle. In the first line wc find
the expletive "do " whicti ccrtainly
enféehes; thc line and the second verse
contains the Ilten loiv words'"

Llowever a truc critic nmus: not be salis-
fied wiîh the siiiotoîhness of the verse alone
"«Tis not ciiotghi no larshincss gives nffcnce.
The sound iiiu-ýt secmi au echo tu the setise."

Again we have an exainple followirî
"Soft is the strain when Zephyi)r gently blows

And lte snu'otl streain in sinuother niunilbcrs
fk'ws;z

But ws'lîn loiid surges lasli the souindingz shore
The hoarse rougli*verse should like tuie torrent

The first :wo uines scm to niove as
snioothly as the zephyr or the streanm,
i"hile in1 the two laist we imagine wc hear
"the surges lash lie sounding shore »

WVe niusî try not to bc aniong those who
neyer give their own judgmient, but are
ready to catch and believe anybody's
opinion.
' Sorti peur adlvancc t judgicnt of their own,

But catch the spreidiniz notion of the tnwn."

How niany persons do we sec who neyer
give an original notion, but are always
looking for that of someione else. Any-
body Cali conivinice îîemi.

ht iq ote- hc case that gren: works
ha.veu br<. esured for a limie, but after-

wards their -truc wvorth is seen. For there
are atwvays those who are willing- to blarne,

"Nay should grea: Ihunier lift bis .'wful hiend,
Zoilus again would star: upl front the dcad."

Thbis Z')ilus 'vas a niinor poet whose
namie wotild neyer now be mentioned
liad hie no: criticised Homier veacy severely,
for whîch lie was called "'chastiser of
Honmer.» :'s an exaînple of this hasty
critisin Pope gives 1)ryden's woiks. But
Milton's Il>Paradise Los,> is a renîarkable
example. T1his famious work was not
aj)precialed until long after it %vas written.

Pope ends bis second part with a severe
but very just criticisin on those writers
who try to inju~re an au:hor's reputa-
tion 0f these lie says:

" Ail serns infcîed that the înfectcd spy,
As ail louks yel1ow to the jaunclficed eye."

At firs: sight, it woutd seemi that a judge
needs knowledge only. However, to use
Pope's words,

i"'is nult enouigh, taste, judgnient, leairzing juin,
In aIl )-ou spealz le: trutît and candor shine.
Bc silent ai1wlys when v'>u dulit youx %crise,
And slieik, thougli sure, with sceming (liffidecC."

'l'le nex: few line-ý are ver>' satiriral.
Pope ridicules poz,: writers and severe
criîics. H-e says it is better 10 leave this
class of men alone.
'Ti-, hesi, souetiimes, your censure to resîrain,

AndI charitably ]et tîte lill be vain."
Suich men are found everywvhere.

F-or fools rush. in %vhiere ansgcls féarl: to read(."
Pope now turms 0 the ancients and

gives ilhen highi praise. 0f course il is
naturat for hini Io praise those whom hie
imitated ; stili, what lie says is ver>' truc.
.Such once vere critics ; such the hippy fcw

Athens anti Rulne in hetter ages knew."
In the latter part of the poenî ]-lope

traces literatître througli ils variations front
the limie Roman Iearning was at ils hieight
until his own days, and ends the poemi by
praising sonie inferior pots and critics to
whoin ihe was considerabty indebted.

If wte takze Popc's advice and consider
the poeni as a wle, ah the sanie liie
regarding ils end, we cantiot but uîraise il.
Though we canno: den>' that lie pays t00
mnuch attention to the Ancients, yet we
nius: confess that mian>' jus: ruies and
sound principles are laid down, which, if
fol lowed, would preven: miany bluinders,
no: only in writing, bu: aiso iii ever>' day
lifé.

FElRDINAND LA 'oS'9.


