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Spinola, who had had his training in the Netherland war.
frederick must depend very largely upon his own limited
resources and upon the resources of the Protestants of Bohemia,
Austria, Hungary, Joravia, Silesia and Lusatia. Christian of
Anhalt, one of the ablest statesmen of the time, was faithful to
him; :at success, under existing circumstances, was altogether
out of the question. While he was in Austria contending with
the armies of Ferdinand and Maximilian, led by Buquoi aud
Tilly, and zuffering terrible Jdefeat at their hands, his own Pala-
tinate was being ravaged by the Spanish army under Spinole.
Mansfeld fortified himself in the mountains of Bohemia, wher:
the Taborites in the Hussite wars had defended themselves so
valiantly, and as long as he could maintain his army by plunder-
ing the towns and villages within his reach, and by laying waste
the agricultural regions far and wide, he was by no means
anxious for peace. In fact, when Frederick was in a1 position
to sue for peace, and when peace might have been had on pretty
favorable terms, Mansfeld’s independent position was the chiel
obsiacle. Prolally no greater mistake occurred from the be-
«anping to the end of the war than that of commiiting to this
unprincipled but able general the defence of the Protestant cause.
It is doubtful whether the combinad forces of Tilly and Buquoi.
terrible as were their mavages, caused a greater amount of
desolation than did the amy of Mansfeld, which was ostensibly
maintaining the cause of the Bohemian penpie. When Mansfeld
transferred his army to the Palatinate, and when, in addition o
his other allics, Christian of Brunswick and the Marmmave of
Baden-Diirlach had taken the ficld in support of Frederick's
cause. prospests seemed brighter for o time: but, in June, 1622,
after other serious reverses had been sufiered by Frederick's
allies, Mansfellds army was almost annihilated in the battle of
Hochst.  This was a decisive blow.  Frederick retired to Sedau
and gave expression to his feeling of ruin in 2 leiter full of
pathos to his wife: “ Would to Gord,” he vrote, “thad we possessr-i
a liftle corner of the cawih whers we could rest together in
neace.” A meeting of the princes faverable to the Imperial causs:
transferred the Electorate of the Palatinate to M wimilian of
Bavaria, to whan the victory over Frederick was chiedly fdue.
Sut even now Mansiheld vefused to guit the fleld.  With a



