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P ROGRESS in any branch of scienceor art niay be moasured cither by
the number aiîdeharacter of newdiscov-
cries inade, or by the graduai advanccs
in the application of knowled<re
previouQly acquired. Judged by cither
of the e criteria the record for State
Medjiine during the past year 15 a
creditabie one.

In the field of epidemiology and
endemioiogy, the progressive extension
of the fifth great pandemie, of choiera
first dlaims attention. Extinguisbed
in the portions of Italy, France and
Spain ravaged in 1885 and 1886, it bas
slowly invaded southeastern Italy,
Hungary and other Austrian possess-
ions, and bas been imported into, South
.America, ivhence it threatens the
Uaited States by several routes. The
danger of invasion of this country 18 at
present greater than at any time witbin
the past three years.

Yeliow foyer inocuiation,as 1)racticed
by Freire ini brazil, and Carmona in
Mexico, has claimed a lar'ge share of
the attention of sanitarians duririg the
year. The dlaims macle in favor ot
this method of prevent*ng this scourge
are now being subjected to an officiai
investigation authorized by the United
States Government.

Diligent seareh bas been made for
the speciflo organism. supposed to be
the infective agent in vaccine virus,
but without definite success. The
resuits obtained are not entirely
negative however, anid one may cherish
the hope that a solution of tbis probiemn
will soon bc reached.

The relation of a peculiar disease

Of Cowls to scarlet foyer, and the
discovery of a specifie microbe in the
blood in the latter disease have
attracted much attention. The
restriction of scarlet fever wili doubt-
less be more thoroughly effeeted 50

soon 2s physiciaus are convinced of its
bacterial nature, and clearly compre-
bend its mode of transmission. Statis-
tics are given showing what bas aiready
been accomplisbed in this field.

Sternberg,Frânkel and Weichsel baum
have studied the specific microbe of
croupous pnemonia, which the former
regards as identicai with bis rniicrococcus
Pasteuri; in which opinion both the
other authors8 meutioned, coincide.
Dr. Baker, of Michigan, has also shown
that croupous pneumonia seems to be
dependent upon a cold, dry atmcisphere.

Measures for the restriction of put-
monary tuberculosis are adverted to.
Tuberculous patients should not be
treatced in the same hospital wards
wi tb non-tuberculous i ndivid nais and
prompt disinfection of the sputa and
other discharges should be practised
in order to, diminish opportunities for
infection. General san itary measures,
shouid however not be negiected. in the
warfare upen the bacillus. There is
danger that a too exclusive attention
to, the microbian factors of disease wiII
narrow our views of epidemiology and
preventive medicine.

It seems to ho establisbed that the
micro-organi8m. discovered in the
intestinal lesions and dischar-ges la'
typhoid foyer is the cauise of this
disease. The fact that tie microbe
may preserve its vi tality for a consider-


