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]hî1fant 33apti5ili.
Before the Ileforniantion of the Churehà of

Eng«land the Services of tire Chnrch weî'e mot
to be foulud, as ulow, iii olie volume, but wveîe
lit different books. 'Moreover, the saine Ser-
vices wcre tIot iu use ail1 over En -- ail(, but
thîcre were varioulîlI "Uses" lu the" differett
Dioreses. lu1 other wvord1s, tliere Nvas 11o 4611ii-
foriniity " aîs regarded Lime Sers% ices, but. e:eh
Bishop iad the 1ordering of tie Ser-vices for
Ibis miln ]iorese

In the Preface to tue 1'rayer B3ook, "1Cou-
cL.rflIgc the Set-vice of the Churchel," we fiîîd
these varions "lUses" referred to lu lime foi-
Iowino' wordls: "lAnd ivhercas hîcretofore Lucre
îîatiî Teen great diversity in siying aud sing-
ingY in Cîuirclies w'ithim titis lýealim -scanme
foilowiîîg Salisbury Use, soine Ilereford Use,

sonie the Use of Bangor; soine of York,
sonie of Lincolil,-îow frolu heneorth ail
the wvhole Ielcani sidi bave but oîîe Use."
Nowv aînongst tiiese varions "lUses" of tic
Cimurcli before the ReformaUcuo, thait of Salis-
hîîry screins to have been tic nmost greiîerai;
that is to say, tic Ser-vice books ili use lut
tire Diocese of Salisbtnry we*c nisc lu an.
great part of Uic Kingclon. Wc will tLucre-
fore refer Io this "Use" a'nd ask, MVs
there nauy provision lu thmese Services foir the
Baptiiig o! Infants ? Wns 1Infant I3aptisr a
piractice of thic Clircli of Engiand bLfore tic
Rcformation ?

We have already said that tlîe Ser-vices of
the Ciiurch ivere not to be found in one book,but in înany. TIius tue Ser-vice for tire cele-
bration o! the IIoly Communion ivas foumîd in
Uic "Issl. The Ser-vices for~ tire different
hours wvcie in the "Breviary." The "cPon-
tifical"' contained throse offices vhi ch coild (onIlly
be atdinisteredl by Uic Bishop,1 such as Ulie
Ordination -and Confirmation oflices. Another
of timese Ser-vice books was the "MAnua.,l."
This eontained tic occasionail offices, and it
is with titis that we have more especially
to (lo now; for in it, anion- othmers, ivis Uic
Baptismal Service. We ask tiien, IVas tue
Biptisin of Infants recognized hy this Service
book? The very fact that a Baptismal Ser--
vice appears tiiere wouid sern to pi-ove that
it w.as. But to set any doubts at rest, let the
Service speak for itself. At tie begitnning of
that Ser-vice tire question was asked of the
sponsors, whethiîe the c/dix liad been already
baptized. Again, in the Service is ain iddi-ess
to tire sponsors, in English, as foiloiva: IlGod-
fathiers and Godmothers n! this chdld, we
charge yon thmat ye charge tic fnthier and
mothier to keeji it fronti fire and wvater and
other perls, to the nge of vii. years; and thit

yelearn, or sec it-be Icarncd, the Lord's
Pr.,ycr, Ave Maria and Credo, after the law
of ail lioly Cimureli, and lu ail goodly haste to
be confirnicd of rny Lord of cthe Diocese."

Agiî(slîoýviiuglio%% neeessary the iptisn% of
chlildrîil wvns coiisidered iii those daîys), titis
saine Service cnjoitncd that cachi parish priest
slîould ofteln, on1 tie suiffly, set forth to his
pafrishioiiei's tire foi-Ili of b:îptizing, iII order
that, if need bc, timy mniglt know hov to bap-
tize infants. Tfli forîn which they %vere to
use mis titis . I cristelie thce N. iu the inine
of the Faider-,.ant of the Sone, aud of the IIoly
Gost, Amien ;" spr-iiliug) wvater on the ehlild,
or dij>ping it in the i'aier thriee, or once nt
least.

rliîese quotations arcetiongli to pr-ove that
Infant i3aptisnîi " was tic practiee of tire

Chîîreh duriîîg the use of thtis Service book.
Wrve ask noiv, Whlen w:is titis "ISarn-m," or
Salisbury I Use, " olm1uiled ? Col) cerning this
tiiere la littie doîîbtfor. history tells us. Lt
seenis that after the Norniai conquest (1066)
Uic best bisiiopries iii Eng1iîîd iverc givon to

Norma Churiunei. '1'eNoriauisbrougltt
ývith tirent into Enigland a, Ilew style of clian'lt-
Ii-g, whîiieli tley endeavoured to fo;rce ipon the
Churcli of England iii place of tire ancient
Gregyoriati clîanting, ieih had been ini use in
England f roin the sixtli century. The forcible
atte înpt mnade by Tlîurstan, Abbot of Glaston-
hury, to introduce this innovation among the
ioîîks w'as resisted, and a scele of vioence

and bloodshcd ensticd. Titis outrage scems
to ]lave draîvu the ittention of Osmnund,
]3ishop of Salisbury, to thc different services
lu use in the different Churches. Wlîen hlis
new Cathedral ivns openied hie undertook a
revision of ail the Service books in use. le
cohlected togethier a r nmber of Clergy learned
and skilledl lu in anting,, and carefuIly iTe-
nîiodehicd the existing offices; and so carne
about wvhat lias since been known as the "Use
of Sartiiii," wvhich ivas in general use In nîany
Diocses in Eng-land before the Reformation.
Thîis took platceo lu tire ycar 1085, thilt is, soon
alter the Normian conquest. Titis carrdes lis
hack 800 years, or 500 years before the Re-
forniation; tndcltiiing tlieseS800year-s "Infant
Bap%1tisîu" was the undoubted prae¶.iee of the
Cilirch.

But this IlService for the Baptizing of Ili-
fants " iu tire IlSaruni Matnual" ivas nota ncw
Ser-vice; for it wvas, iu turn, foiudcd uipon ex-
ist:ing services, just as our preschît Baptismal
Ser-vice ivas partly foitifded upon the Saruni.

YVe shall proceed, in our niext issue, to show
t.hat "lInfant Baptisîn " wvas the practice of
the Church before the Normaîî conuest.

Sidesmien have been duly appointed at
Christ Church Cathiedral, Fredericton, who
will, amongst other duties, look after the corn-
fort of 'worshippers. at the mother Church.
This is an excellent move in tic righit direction.

The "Chronicle" priatcdl a very valuable
table of Stunday School statisties ln the M1ardi
iimnber, wvhich no doubt will be aed to.


