
must stop the progress of the gospel. We sec filment of the purpuse of their deliverance, te

illustrated itere the two effects of AIl guod in- d!sciples mt-nt at once tu teir great work of
fluences, saving sorne, niaking enemies of jpreaching thte gospel in the temple.
others. Whule tIe multitude thronged tu hear 4. Fa.?e/ltzc,. to duty. Faitlifulness ever
and to be ealed, the rulers were filled with implies a trust uf bomne kind as to whicli iL is
'idignation and aroused to bitter opposition. tu Le exercised. '.ne trust comniitted tu thte

2. Thle Lord's deiverance of thle aposeles. apslswas gçnin the %%<>xds of teSd
The powers of darkness were allied against '«Go preacit the gospel tu evtry creature,"
them,. but the Lord was on their side. Great- more immediately in thc %sords of the anges
er is lie tliat was for them than aIl the powers "Go stand and speak in the temple tu the
against. The Lord will neyer desert his wît. people ail the words of this life." Their fidel-
nesses, but will Le near to care for tîern. ity Lu the command of the Lord led them to
joseph and Daniel may Le confined for munths. preach tu tIe peuple at Jerusalem, fidelity tu,
in a dungeon, but deliverance cornes at lest. te 'a ords of the angel tokl thei; L u thc temple
Peter may have thougît that lie maas forseken at early dawn. Their faîthfulness mas thte out-
of the Lord, but the angel cornes and bids him corne of their faith in Jesus. Faitîfulness
go forth. God lias his zwn way to deliver his springs fromn faiLli. Without faitith Le Lord
children frorn troublc, we cannat forsee his jesus Christ iL is in vain tu expect genuine
plan, but implicit trust and confidence in GC.od faithfulniess lin the things of God.
in the datkest houts br.ngs a blessed opening. S~. Man's Pai> amnount ditty iis obedience to
On the very night they were imprisoned thc Cid. "We ouglit to ubey Gud raLlier tIen
Lord sent his angel to open the doors of their men." This is the announce.-nent of a greaýt
prison and restore Lhem their liberty, giving principle in a fe'a mourds. IL %vas ainderstood,
themn the commaend that tliey go on preeching adopted and apprecieted by te apostles. It
tlie gospel. This miraculous dýeliiserance of maas te basis of their steadfestness and con-
the apostles would convince beyond duul't, sistency, the cause of their zeel and courage,
not only te apostles, but tlie disciples of -. and the source of their joy and strength. It
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x. n'e oqpncnts of the pyspe! resisi ils divinity of their nsission, of the special provid-

ft'Û.gvess. Nev-.r can any good wvork pruceed ence God e.\ercised uver lis peuple, of te
with any hope of success, but it is sure to omnipotence of him in whum they trusted, and
mieet opposition. Satan ever was and eer te result 'aould Le that thtey wuuld Le won-
will be in opposition to those wvho are the Iderfully ertuuraged and strengthened in their
benefactors of rnankind; and it 'aould have wurk. It wv>uld malke a dcep impression on
been avery strange thing if ite had allowed the rniiids uf the up)punenib of the gospel of its
the disciples to go on teaching and preaching truth and t;;ýinity, and reveal tu thema huw
without raising any opposition. Several things useless it wab foi them tu oppose it.
have taken place which have resulted in a wide- e. God deivers froisi trouble and dançer
spread interest in the gospel among the peuple. that we mna; .terve hirn ,iorefaillfuly. There
The gift of the Holy Ghost, the marvellous is nu prison su dark, su strung, but that our
cures wrought by the aposties, the death of God can botit visit his people in it, and if he
Ananias and Sappiir, the courage, earnest- deemns iL proper bring tIeni out of it for future
ness and fidelity of tIe aposties, the Leautiful service. Our Lord did flot deli'er them out
exhibitions of love and seif-denial among thçuse of the prison that thcy rnight Le simply sat at
who had believed the gospel, tite w underful liUerty, or that they rnight escape~ out of
change in their character, all cornbined to cali danger. It was titat tliey miglit witit mure
the attention of jerusalema and the surruunding Luldncss and fidelîty go on 'aitit 'ork tu vthich
counLtry to the gospel titrougli which alt these they %N e curnmissioned. Out release fiom
thirigs lied been accomplished. This general danger and our restoratioit fromn sickness arc
interest in the gospel awakeaced jealousy and flot granted ub that we may enjuy the coinfurts
envy in the xninds and hearts of the Je'aish of life, Lut that vve may by greater devotion
leaders. They feit that they must eititer ac - and increa.sed fidelity seek te hur of God
cept the doctrines and Leaching of the gospel, in the advancement. uf lis cause. In oLedi-
which t.hey lad ail along denied, or else they ence to the coxnmand of the angel and in fol.


