
THE PALM BRANCH,

have done for their country. We had an, original song -(
by the band. Ail did well. I give you the words of t
the song.j

We knew little of the~ Heathen,
Or the sorrows of their land,
When lirst the work we started
In the Moosejaw% Mission Baud.

Choruc-Wo are a Mizsionary Baud, Poing ail we eau.
But now we have leerned of Jesus,
And bis love for every land,
And wc try te do bis bIdding,
In the~ boosejnw Mission Baud. [Cho.]

So that uow wben we are happy
We brlng money In the baud,
.And we drop 1t; lu our, boxes,
Iu the Moosejawv Mission Band. [Clio.]
And tbeugh r, e are littie 'workers,
Weve a purpose strong and grand,
And we wtork our very hardest
lu the Moosejaw Mission Baud. [Cho.]

Cbeerfully 'wc give our pennies,
And wve like whaet we have plaud,
For we're littie M11ssionarles
Iu the Moosejaw MIssion Baud. [Clio.]

RAMABAI.

The littie Hlindu maiden be.Ard a voice amid the luit
0f singing streamns, and rustllng leaves, In groves3 of

Gungamul;
It swept aleng the mountain-wind lown te the western sea-
Hleaven whisperlu- to the llstening eartb, 14Truth like the

air, is frec 19P

That 'word bnci wlnged bier fatber's feet frem fettering
caste away,

To give his iledgeings,1 lberty for flight in ampler day
Than Manu's cagec-like code ailowed; and se tbej inalden

grew
To reach of thought and Insigut clear; ne dim zenana knew.

Chili of the loue Glîsuts mountains!1 of Iudia's wIlderness!
Sbe knew thet Qed unsealed ber lips, ber sisters dunib

to blcss;
Cave lier the clue te tend thexu forth from wvhere they

bll[ndly grepe;
Bade bier uuloek their dungeon doors, nd llgbt the larnp of

'hope.

Bravcst of Hindu wldows 1 how dare 'we look a' thee,
Se fearless in love's liberty, and say that we are free?
'We, 'who bavc - ard the voice ef Christ, and yet reniain the

slaves.
0f indolence and selfislxness, immured iu living graves?

0, Rjamrbat-mfay wve uot; sbare tby task, almost divine?
Thy cause is 'ivomanhood's, 19 Christ's, our 'work no less

than thine-
The powver that unseals sepulebers doth Inove tby littie band!
The atone relis back They rise-- Tbey breathe 1 Tbe 'women

of thy land.-Anou.

PUNIDITA RAMAI3AI

Yes, we have secen flamabi! We have talked wvitli
lier, we have hLeaiýl lier; a.na sceing lier and taiking
wviti lber we realize that we have seen and tabkedc wîtli
thc niost remarkable womau of ail tlie remarkcable wo-
men of thc l9th centulry, and tliat is saying a good
de-al, for it las been conceded tînt this us au age of re-
mrarkable 'women. "The oniy Bamabai in ail India."'
52hat is -what her eountrymeu say of lier. She le a wo-
mnan wlio wovid dio iQumor te, any ag,,e or Pa;y countryl
We 'wil give oui youug read--rs a littie sketc1a of b'xr
lifta this xnontb, and tiien, os we lave opponnraity, tell

if lier -%ork. But firat, let us sce if we eau describeo
:lie dear littie vioman. Not five feet high, round and
ýlump, rather dark skin, blue eyes (strange to say), very
Iark liair, fine teeth and a charxning smile. Slue wore
in ordinary European dress, over wvhich, in the house,
wvas draped a light silk scarf, iu easteru fashion; but
on the platform. she Nvas arrayed iu lier owu native
aress, which. had the effect of a large sheet enxeioi-
ing lier, ail but the face and biands.

She Nvas boru in 1858, near tixe Western Glianit.
Mountains of India. Her father wvas a Brâlimin, wvhich
denotes tho highest caste, and a Fumadit whicli ineans
a man of learning. Wlien a boy ten years of age a littic
child wife wvas brouglit to bis father's liouse, but lie
ivas mucli more interested in lis studies than in lier.
Hoe went sometimes witli his teacher, a distinguislied
Shastri, to the palace, iwliere the favorite wife wvas ai-
lowed to, be tauglit, au& liearing iîer. Teelte Sanscrit
'verses, lie got the idea of education for the womn of
his country, and wouid go home determined to teadli
hiz littie child wvife. But shie refused to learn, and his
ou- people were opposed to it,.so lie ivas obliged to de-
sist. Soon alter the child wife died. Mlien a young
man lie weut a piigrimage to a sacred river, and there
met a mxan w-itli two littile girls, wlio took a fancy to
1dm, and asked 1dm, to înarry the youngest daugliter,
mine years of age, whieli lie agreed to do. Hie tooli
ber home, deterinined to educate lier, and found an
apt pupil. But tliey -were obliged to leave lionte ou
account of persecution, and made one for tliemselves
near a jungle, and the poor littie dhild wife often iay
sobbing at niglit, listening to the hoivls of the wild
beasts, 'while lier liusband tried to comfort lier. Thecy
liad three chidren. IRainabai, the youngest, was naxned
for the goddess Rama, and means briglit. The mother
became their teacher. Wlieu Ramabai was still very
young their father lost lis wealtl, and tliey began a
waudering life from ont sacred shrine, or -river, to -an-
other. But the lessons kept on, and everywvllerc thc
father pieaded for the education of the women of his
country, that ihey migîht be raised from their degrad-i-
tion. TIen came a dreadfui, famine, and they sufferp(d
terribiy, hungry by day and shelteriess by nigît, tili
the poor old father yieided at iast and decided to droii
'himscif in a saered tank, whieh is mot considered suicide
in India. lis fareweil to, lds dhidren %vas inost -if-
feeting, especiaiiy to, Rarabai. Hie hlai lier ini h{s
arms and begged lier to iead an hionorable lifé, and to
walk iu the way of rigliteousness. Slie lias no doubt
that inudl of her success may be attributed to lier poor
old Hindu father's prayers to au unknown God. Ire
did not drown hinîseif. ]is son, wvho had aiways been
taugoht to beieve tliat no Bralunin shouid soul bis
bauds with any kInd of work, determinedl thnt ratIer
than sec his father die lie wouid wvork for him; se lie
earried liii some miles througli a îorest, but it wvas too
late to save. Tliey parted witli ail their jcwelry andi
valuables to propitinte the gods, ana wlien tliey -%vnt
to a Ixeathen temple for sheiter were driven eut! Tliere
ivas no pity for the weak and hlpiess. The father died
of fever, caused by starvation. The inother ana eider
daugliter soon foliowed, ana ]iauiabai and lier brother

worelof alne.(To lu Continuied.)


