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EDITORIAL.

OUR NEW YEAR'S GREETING.

The year 1885 is now a thing of the past, and we have
already crussed the threshold of the New Year 1886, ‘Thereus
o seeession Or retrogression in the march of Time, it 15 always
“unward,” ““onward.”  Few of our readers, we trust, that luvk
back upun the year that has just passed away, have cause for
any uthur feeling but that of thankfulness for the blessings that
they have enjoyed during its continuance.

As a people, we have ample cause for rejoiang.  Although
the carly part of the year was overshaduwed by rebellivn and
bluudshed, every truc Canadian is proud to know that the
luyalty wnd devetion of our citizen suldiers was amply sufficient
to yuell 1t in avery few weeks,  While we are proud of thar
valur, and have emblazoned their deeds upoun the pages of vur
natiunal history, we must not forget tu perpetuate the memony
of the heroes who fell in defence of law and order, and tu
sympathize with those whom they have left behind.  In some
cases thar widows and orphans are in destitute drannstances,
and it should be onc of the country’s privileges to keep them
from fechng the loss of their natural protectors. The re
belliun, although unfurtunate in many respects, has not proved
entindy a curse. It has shown to ourselves and others that
we are a power not to be despised, it has knit our provinces
closer tugcther and done much to promote a national feeling,
and it has also brought our country more promunently befure
the world's notice than it ever was before.

Our people are beginning to have faith in their uwn country
and its resources, and what is better, to have faith in them-
selves.

The upening of the Canada Paufie, giving as it dous an all
rail ruute through our own terntory from »ean to vcean, can
not il to be productive of great results in the near future.

I'he seasun’s crop, taking everything into constderation, has
been more than usually abundant, and prices are high enough
to warrant a fair return to the farmer for his labur.  Although
trade generally has been somewhat depressed, ac think that
Canada has cause for thankfulness, inasmuch as sae has not
felt the depression nearly as severely as many other countries.
Trade with us has been fairly good, and those dealers, who,
prfiting by past experience, have kept their eapenses duwn
ard thei. business well in hand, have very bittle cause of com
plairt,
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The outlook, although not particularly rosy, promises a
fair return to those who run their business on strictly business
principles.  Someonc has said that “ success is the greatest of
vrtues,” but be this as 1t may, success can alinost invanably
be conjuered by those who g, into the fight praperly equipped
and with the determination to win.

For ourselves, forgetting the dark days and remembering
vnly the sunshine, we look back to the past with thankfulness,
and as we think un all the way through which we have been
led, we look forward to the future with renewed courage and
hopefulness.

We trust that to every one of our readers, this year un which
we are just entering may bring prosperity in a very large
measure and health to properly enjuy . To out readers, one
and all, we metaphorically hold out oi.r hand and wish thew, 1
all sincerity, *the Compliments of the Season and a Happy
New Year.”

OURSELVES.

~.

To most of our readers the present furm of Tue TRADER
will be an uncxpedted, though we trust nut an unweleome sur-
prisc. . We have long been of the upimon that the jewelry
trade of Canada should have « representative journal worthy ot
them in every respect, but huthcrto, financial reasuns made the
carrying cut of the dea an unpussibality. Without beng
egotistical, we think that, as fur a» regards paper and typo-
praphical work, THE TraukR wdl now bear companison with
any of the jewdlry journals un the continent, it certanly s a
great advance on anything of the hind ever before attempted n
the Douminivn, and therefure, all the mure worthy of the
support and cv uperation of the trade.  One ungue feature of
this journal is, that we furnish it to vur readers free of charge,
and allthat we ask of tham is to read st through.  If they do that
cvery month, and we um to mdhe it su interesting that they
will duso on account of its ments, we shall feel ourselves amply
repaid so far as they are concerned. Fhe changes and im-
provements which our readers will notice i this number have
not been brought about sathout large expense, which vutlay we
trust will be recouped by he increased advertising patronage
that we Cxpeet to receive 1n conseyuemee of the greater intetest
that our readers will take in the improved journal,

As we have said half a duzen tunes before, we have always
aimed to make THE TRADER uscful tu the jewdlers of Canada,
and to run it in such 2 manner as to promote thar best inter-
osts. What the measure of our su cess has been we leave to
the trade themselves to say.

We have always advocated fair play as between the Manu-
facturcr, Jobbet and Retailer, and we are glad to know that m
the greater protection now affurded to retal merchants, this
journal has played no unimpurtant part. Qur columns are
now, and have always been, frecdy opened to the members of
the craft thruughout Canada fur the putpuse of discussing any
trade abuses o topacs un waich they think an interchange ot
ideas would be profitable. Whilc they have not taken advan-
tage of the publicity thus afforded as fully as ey might have
done, we are glad to see that the practice 1s growing. It s of
almost incalculable advantage o wny wwde to bave an organ
which airculates through .ts entuc membersiup. By such
mezans an interchange of ideas can be offected that could tak s
place in no other way. We trust, therefore, that in the fuiure



