THE «- DRY -- GOODS -- REVIEW.

THE MONTH'S TRADE.

July and the ftest hall of
August trade has been quiet
in the wholesale houses, but  or-
ders recefved from teavellers have kept
sverybody busy., The feeling among
dealers 1= good, and incrensing confl-
dence har been the result of the hax-
veut prospecte and their realizatlon.
In Ontario the crops are pretty well
housed at present, and the yleld has
been above the average of the past few
vears. In moxt other portions of the
Dominfon the harvest seems to prom-
tne well, and every trader expects o
splendid foll and winter trade.

On August dth the colleetions  were
nxceotlent for this keason of the year and
guite aptisfactory.  The retaflers have
very little chance to gather wmoney,
unleas they are previously prepaved for
thelr August payments.  Collecilons
vitn from GO to 70 per cent. of the ac-
counts due. ‘This iy quite remarkable
for thiz genson. In fact, the last three
months have shown a naich greater
wovement for cash than Ilnst acason,
with the same volume of trade, thus
rhowing that retallers are  hooking
wes. Tt 18 exceedingly geatifying to
find such an improvement.

‘Fhe prosperous state of vrade 13 utill
further shown by the fant that retailers
are now commencing to do their own
bunking more generally. ‘That is, in-
stend of making thelr notes payable
in the eity where they do Lusiness, they
have them made payable at  their
own bank, and thus become responsible
for their payment. This xaves the
wholesaler a great deal of trouble in
WWting notes, and nlso mokes the re-
tafler more independent, or rather
more dependent on himself.

\nother change to be noted fu the
methods of Ary goods business 18 the
fuct that the wholesalers have more
regular trade  than formerly. This
is due to the fact that retallers are
adopting more and more the hand to
wmouth ayatem, and heavy senson or-
ders ure becoming a thing of the past.
There are no really small months an
there used to be, but the trade 18 more
regular and cach month has 2 more
or Jess continued demand  for  some
clusises of goods. At all times the de-
mand 1s nore or less general and
spread over nearly all avallable lines.

At the time of wrtilng the p}acng
order seaxon i about over. Nearly
every merchant has been visited Ly the
traveller with fall and winter sam-
ples, and the large orders are ul_most
all pluced.  Jobbers seetn pericctly
satiufied.

In domestic flannels the season has
teen very good with an extra demand
for fancy linex, Flannelettes are in-
crensing in the' nmount of thelr sales,
and to some extent they are displacing
heavier goods. In cottone the trade
has been fnir nt medium prices.  Just
now anmples of all kKlndr of domestic
cottons for the spring trade are in the
hands of the agernts. There 8 no
change of prices, but the wholesale
prices may be expected to be firmer
than during the past geaxon.

CanaMan tweeds have had o very
atrong demand, and in style and fin-
ishi there 18 considerable fmprovement
wver former acnsons  In fact the im-
provement 8 sueh that anly @ prae-
tical man can tell the difference be-
tween gsome grades of hnported goods
and some lineg of Canndlan tweeds,

Prices are well maintafned in weol-

' URING the latter  hall  of

len underweur. Fancy striped goods
arcefirm and hard to get, owing to the
burning of one or two mills. Ktill
the demand will not likely oxceed the
sapply.

In woollen hostery black continues
to lessl the trade and the demand has
been good. Domestic goods are mon-
opolizing the market in this class of
dry goods.

Blankets are in fair demand at caxy
prices.

THE RUBBER COMBINATION.

The combination on rubber garments
has broken. The manufacturers in the
agreement were the Gutta Perche Rub-
ber Company,. the Granby Company,
and the Canadian Company. Urlces
have nomiunally declined 83 1.2 per
cent. but there secems to be no hottom
to the market. Manufacturers claim
that they are losing moncy on cvery
sale they make. Bu)ers are holding off
and will not take any more than they
cequire to {11l immediate orders.

It 18 hurdly known outatde the flrms
themscelves why the combination has
been broken, but accumulaiton of stock
seems to have been a strong reason.
Some of the companies are said to have
had very large stocks. and it was ne-
cessary for them to unload, and the
only possible way was by breaking
the combination. Still this may not
have been the immediate renson. A
great deal of dissatlefaction has been
showing itxelf for <ome *.1e, and one
firm, at least, wax very anxious to he
rree to make ity own teras in an inde-
pendent manner.  The teault has been
the break in prices, and the end may
not be yet. The wholesale dealers may
lose slightly by having to sell stock
at much less than invoice price.

+ HE DECLINE IN SPOOL COTTON.

Spool cotton seems to be demoral-
ized at present, but only in one lne—
viz., 200 yards G-cord. The M. E. Q.
was the first to Jrop, then {ollowed
Clark's Anchor, and then came Chad-
wick's. Last of all came Kerr's, and
only Coate's rerinins steady. In our
June issue we explained how the cot-
tonk sold by the Central Agency were
allowed to fall in price as soon as their
anle fell below the minimum line. The
conclusrion that one musi draw from
this lowering of prices is that sales fo-
thir cotton are slow. or that Coate's
cottoa i supreme. As far a8 can be
estimated the 200-yard spool is rell-
ing in a8 large quantities as ever, hence
there scems to be no gewerally lesscn-
ing of demand. The Coate's make of
this size spool seems to have driven
its other competitors below the mini-
mum lne, and now they are cnabled
to lower their price. 8o as to gain back
wiat the Ceate's brand has taken
away from them. The cotton manu-
tactured by the Coates Bros. is said to
bie & very superior make and to deserve
itr popularity. There have been two
suceessive and decided drops in the
prices, At the firat drop the two
Clarke & Brooks dropped to $£38.50
in the central agency, and Chadwlck's
price was lo-vered in sympathy. Then
these all fell to $3.20, and Coate’s was
lowered to $3.60, at which prices
they have rematned for nearly two
weeks, There seems to be Roine trou.
bile among the manufactnrers, which
thus cnures goods to be suld  bhelow

thefr manufacvuring cost.  The trou-
ble extends only to the Canadian mar-
ket, that 18, where the agency oper-
ateg. Manufacturers at present will
not accept orders for future delivery
at these prices, or even guarantee the
prices. Hence the market is in o very
unsettled condition.

FUTURE FABRICS.

Changeable effecte in winter woollen
goods arc meeting with favor, and it
{g expected that this effect will be
met with {n next year’s dress fabries.
With regard to the cloths for next
spring, the Berlin correspondent of the
I’conomist says:—The direction of
fashlon for next spring is still in the
dark and each manufacturer has dJdif-
ferent samp'es. It geeme, however, as
fagshion would sliow much eclecticlsm
uext season, and on this the success of
the coming spring season ir likely to
be based, &s n little ¢f everything will
probably be disposed of nad the firms

who have the greatest variety to offer
are likely to securc most of the orders.
One thing eéeems certain, and that is,
that light colored dress fabrics will
be favored.

in dregs fabrics the changeable style
hae to be reckoned with. Wool and
«fI.. will be nuch used together. Plain
tissues and ritbbed poplin fabrics are
likely to Le much used In the change-
anble effecys. Velour Russe fabrics, with
fine rellet cord stripes and colored vel-
vet-like effecis, will be used, although
they will not be so dear for spring as
they have heen for fall, and qualities
ol b to 7 francs per meter will make
room lor cheaper grades. Roubaix
manulacturers are alrendy offering ve-
lour Russe for spring in half-wool quali-
ties at 2 1-2 francs per meter. Plain
and changeable fabrics. and ribbed fal-
rics with satin stripes, will be worn.
Attempts are being made w!*h change-
able crepe grounds with eiripes and
small broche deeigns.

In b'ack stuffs for the ready-made
tr=de samples in longitudinal and dlag-
onal ribs are befng prepared. Heavy
ribs are being made, which in the finer
qualities resemble the well-known Ot-
tomans. Ribbed stuffs in linitation of
the formerly well-known “Soliels”’ are
another variety; all these effects being
alsoc made in foulc gouds. Black cork-
screws will have to make room for
coatings which are being made in cheap
qualities. Fine vicunus are seen with
fine broken stripes.

Dust cloak fabrles in worsted are
gseen in twisted as d napped finlsh, on
plain and melanrge ground. Small
checked worstede? {n mode with white
and brown, In gray with black and
white or blue, are patterned into
large squares by means of narrow and.,
broad stripes. Mixed beiges with Jae-
quard figures and Jacquard stripes are
again belng made.

Cloths of wool Yarn in mode shades,
plain and mixed and twisted, and plain
with fine twlill, will be uged for spring
jackets. Similar effectR are ulso seen
in tight colored worsted corkscrews,
which look especially well in light col-
or miztures. The fRame fabrics are also
scen in Panama cffects. These {abrics
are provided with a woven lining in
light styllsh souares, or plain in lively
shades.
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