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it1o the slave?l You muhiply s:hools antong
uss why do you fuwhid tho African 1o learu to
tead ! You feel indignation at our Moslm
opprossors ; why ara you unwilling to disturh,
oven with a whisper, tho Americaa slavcholder
You tol} us of tho ranetity of marriazge ; wuy do
you enduro aaystem, which, hardly less than
Mohammodaniam, tends to cancubinage ! You
liold up before us the family relation as of the
most sacred and delightful character; how then
&n you sanction tho violent sanderiag of thege
ties, and the seattering of father, mather, brother
sister, son, and daughier, to tho winds ofheaven?
You assure us that man is not a brate, that ho 1s
mado in tho imavo of God, that bs is 1 hvo fur
ovor; why then do you, in Ameriea, buy and
sel) men, and reduco them nearly to tho loset of
the horso or the ox? Is this consistrney? Ts
this Clitistianity 7 Is this the land of freedom ;
thigtho land of philantliropy, of pure and devoted
pivty, of which you boast 1

What should wo say to such questions 1 What
could wodo but hang our heads? Now, my
dour brother, I do nothelieve in denunciation on
this sabject 3 there has been too much atrcady.
Wo should love tho slaveholder as well as tho
glave. Had wo been aceustomed to the « pecu-
liar institution” from our childhoud; hiad you
and I received a sovthern training, wo should
probably now have a slaveholdess feclings, It
is God only who makes us to differ.  What wo
need, is simply this, that the gigamic evil be un-
derstood aud appreciated by peaplo of all classes ;
and then that cach ono set himself, calmly and
soriousty, to Jook for the retuedy.  When all our
thiaking men and truc-hearted patrivts take this
attitude, slavery will soon dio; nor will the
flimsy excuso longer ba heard, ¢ Slavery is a
great ovil, but our hands aro tied, and we know

_norwhat to do.’ "
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Though Presbyterians do not recogniso tho
givino origin of what is called “the JApostles’

reed,” they aro prepared cordially to express
their boliefin « the holy Cathiolic Cliurch.” The
word catholic simply means general or univer-
aal, and tho Presbyterian doctrine upon this
subject is thus sct forth m the Westinwmster Con-
fossion of Faith :—=%The visible Churel, which
is also catholic or universal under the Gospel—
not confined 10 one nation as before under the
Iaw——cousists of all those throughout the world
that profess the tree religion, together with thear
children, and is the Kingdom of the Lard Jesus
Christ, thu house and family of God, -out of
which there is uo ordinary possibituty of salva-
tion. ‘The Catholic Church hatir heon some-
titnesmore, sometimes less visiolo; and partica~
lar,churches, which are mambders thercof, ure
more :or less pure, acconding 18 the ductring of
the Gospel is tausht and embraced, ordmunses
admiuistered, and public worship performad meore
or lesspurely in them.'—{{Vestminster Coafes-
sion of Faitk, ch p. xxv. 2-1.)

It must bo apparent from (hiese statements thag
Presbyi *rianism is pre-ominently a cat’halic sys-
wem.- ‘Thero is here nothing of that aarrmw,
Judaicalspirit wisich would limit the true Church
to any:qrticalar scct or denomination, for Pres-
byterians acknowledgo s membors of this holy
hrotherhood all who profess the doctrine of the
Gospel, and adheroimoro or less strictly to its
ordinances. ‘That cur readers may clearly per.
ceive qurmonraing, it may be well wocntersome-
whatinto demil, and thus moro distinetly explain
what wo undirstand by tho catholicity of ¥res-
byteridbisar. .

We observe, thes, in thofirst place; that Pres-
lytessanism 3% catholic in ils spirife It can af-
fand frecly to-admit that1ho ministers of different
charchos are true ministérs, and that the mem-

agol You givo usthe Biblo? why do you deny ! bers of various communions aro truo Christians. ‘
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T'liy comtrast which it here eahibits to Popery or
Puseytsi, canunot fail to commend it to overy
doveut and intellizont reader of the Seriptures,
Popery asserts that j1s own vatariv g are exvlue
sively * the haly Caiholic Churel,” and Pusey-
e 33 baroly willme 1o divide tha title between
Prelacy and Romawesm; but Preshyteriamsm
breatliea a more generous spirit, as it extends the
aamo to all who levo the Lord Tesus Christ in
sancenity 3 and though it abhors Pupery as * the
wystery of iniquity,” yet, liko the truo mother
wits appeared bafore Sutomon for judgment, (1
Kanes tn 26, that it may not consign any of tho
hivinz ehildran of God to perdition, it i3 willing
to admit that =omno of thent may ha fhund lyiag
11 the bosaa of * the mother of barlots ™ So far
from chusting out of ths pale of salvation all,
save thosa wha have heen baptised by 2 migister,
claiming to be a link of the pretended chain of
the apostolie sucaession, it is propared to admit
that even an ovanrohieal Quaker, who has never
recavad water haptism at all, i2 2 living member
of Lhinstsmystieal body 5 and iz hasthus vo rea-
suit to ho Jealous of the spirital prospenty of
othier denominations, as it teaches that a re-
vival of religion in any quarter i3 4 step of ad-
vancement for tho holy Cathalic.  Whilst it
holds that its own ordinances are Seriptoral,
aad its own constitution apastalie, it has no idea
of aflirming that other tegiments under tho
command of the great Caplain of salvation, who
do not wear i3 uniform, and why do not observe
its diseipline, do not belong to tho army of the
Church wmilitant, “Tho purest churches under
heaven,” says its Confession, “aro subject both
1o mixturo and error,” (Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith, chap. xxv. 5,) and, thercefore,
on behalf of iteelf, it puts forth no claim to the
oxclusive engoyment of the Disine favoer.

We observe, in tho second place, that Pres-
byterianism is catholic in its creed. It adheres
tenaciously to thoso cardinal truths which, in all
ages, have been justly ranked among the fun-
damentals of Christianity. Such is tho principlo
that tbo Bible is tho Word of God. Such also
aro tho doctrines of the Fall and of the Trinity,
of the Inearnation and the Atonement, of Justifi-
catton by Faith, and of Regencraton by tho
Spirit. But thero aro other tenets which, in the
spirit of an enlightened catholicism, orthodox
Preshytenanism witerly repudiates. It denies,
for instance, that tie Rowish Church is the
Wty Cuthulic Church, that baptisin is regener-
anw, and that every ungodiy igawramus who
has been ordained by a bishop, is a trao succes-
sar of the aposiles.  Instead of recognising such
doontas as eatanlie, it denounees them as falso,
sclf-mighteous, and sectarian. And it is very
remarkable, that as ofien as heresy has auained
tha ascendancy, it has never continued lonyg to
toterate tho ceclesiastienl arrangements of I'res-
byterianism.

Wo obzerve, i tho third place, that Presiy-
terignism is catkalic in its difuswn. Ia all
azes, and in all parts of Christcodom, we may
discover smme traces of its exisience. What
were tho twelve apoatles, when they engaged in
the ordination of tha seven deacups (MAets vi. 2,
G,) but the nembers of the primitive Presbytery
of Jerasalem 1 Aand whatwere the aposties and
elders, when they assembled in the Jewish me-
wropolis, and ordained deesees which wero to
rezulate tho procedere of the Chureh, (Acts
xo. 4, 8) but the Genersl Synod of early
Christianity. ‘Timothy was ordained *“ with the
Iaying on of the hands of the Presbytery,” (1
Tim. iv. 14,) and Paul himscl was scparated
1o tho work to which the Lord had called him
by tho Presbytery of Antinch.  (Acty xiii. 1, 3.)

It is notorious that, in tie second and third-
centurics, the Chareh was governed by presbyte-
ries.and -gynoda s and even long after the Man
of Sin had established himsolf in ‘tho “houso of
God, tho-conncils, which continued oceasionally:

——

to assemblo, were so many remnants of primitivo
Presbyterinmem. ' M

The Vaudoie of tho Valleys of Piedinont aro,
hevoud all comparigon, the most ancient body of
| Protestants in Christendom as their hstory can
i be traced with considerablo distinctucss for

nearly a thousand years, ‘I'hoy reject tho desig-
‘ nation of reformed, for thoy say that these wero
i never conueeted with Popery.  ‘The account
which they give of themsolves ig, thas thoy scpar-
ated from the degenerated Christian communities
around thom in tho carly part of tho fourth cene
tury, and that they have over sincemainained tho
position of witnesses for the trwth, It issupe
posed by somo of our wmost valued interproters
ot prophesy, that they are mentioned in tho
Book of Roevelation (Rov. xi. 3, 1), and that they
are there represented as under tho specinl protec~
tion of tho Almighty. It is an interesting fact
thas theso anciont Irotestants are Presbyteriana.

Wao might suppose, from tho style in which
sume espress thamsatves, thay Presbyterians aro
a paltry seet, confined to a very narrow sphero of
influenco ; hut those who speak thus only betray
; their own limited information.  Presbyterians
! are more widoly diffased than any other class of

Protestants, and, ever sincothe period of the Ree
formation, they havo occupied a prominent posi-
tion in Christendom.  In Ircland, the communi-
cants connceted with the Presbyterian Church
greatly out numbered those of any other Protes-
tant denomination.  In Scotland, Presbytorians
constituto almost the whole of the inhabitants
of tho country. In Wales,the Caleinistic Metho-
diste, who are substantially Presbyterians, form
a Jarge proportion of the- population; and in
Enataud, though Presbyierians aronot, compara-
tively, numerous, they are to bo found in all prin-
cipal towns. Whilst Presbyterianism is exten-
sively diffused on tho continent of Europoe, it
appears thers in connection with the most hiealthy
and thriving sections of the Protestant com-
wmunity.  Of lato, the Presbyterians of Picdmont,
uander the protection of the State, have been ra-
pidly” extending themselves in the territories of
tho King of Sardinia. In Presbyterian Switzer-
land, the Evangelieal Society of Geneva has re-
cently dono much to advanco tho interests of
Scriptural Protestantism. The French Protes:
tants are almost all Presbyteriane, and their min-
isters, cven at the presént time, recoive an annual’
allowanco dut of tho national treasury. A spécies
of Presbyterianiam is established in several of the
Protestant States of Germany; and not long
since, the King of Prussia proposed 1o organiso
a svatem of strict Preshyterianism throughout
his Protestant dominions. Since the timo of the
Roeformation, Presbyterianism has prevailed in
IJoltand. Tt has been often said by coxcombs,
that Preshyterianism is not 2 religion for a gen-
tleman, bt in the conntry we havo just named: |
itisa reli_jon for a king. * Tho members” of
.a Datch congrezation, says a minister long con-
neeed with Holland, “sit down promiscionsly™
at the Lord’s tatle, < without distinction of age *
or rank, the Ling being scated, perhups, next to
tie poorest of his subiects.” © - T '

Preshyterianism is not confined to the British
Isles and the Continent of Burope: The, sun,
never sets upon its territorics. It is to bo found
in East and West Indics, in Africa, and in Ause
tralia; but nowhere has it made more rapid and
extensive progress than on the Continent -of
North America. .

liong, and constitute a leading scction of the

popuiation of the great Republic.  Throughont

the various parts of tho Confederation, they may .
be found occupying the highest civil affices, and 4
“the presidential ¢hair has beéh not unfrequently,
filled by an' 3ndividual connedtéd “with thel i
comunugron, oo W TRt

Thus, whether Wo- consider the' Efirit;or thy' &

: l Aboxlxl tho, beginoing of .tho | .
cighteenth century, only ono linle «presbytery . .
existed in tho New World, now tho i%esby;eri_«.
ans of the United Sintes are counted by.mile _
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