
06THE EXPOSITOR 0F 1-OLINESS

and perfect love biended ail hiearts in-
to one. In nxone of out meetings was
"Ithe unity of the Spirit in the bonds of
peace "more xnanifest tban in the sub-
sequent meetings of the Continental
pastors; and the baptisin of love vouch-
safed in the circunistances stated con-
stituted one of the main causes whicli
imparted such a divine character to that
Conference.

There were, aside frorn the course
adopted, two others, either of wvhich
those pastors mighit have pursued re-
latively to the feelings and sentiments
referred to. Thev mighit, as is too comn-
monly done in similar circurnstances,
have entered into a direct conflict with
those feelingys, and attempted their re-
pression by dint of their owvn mental
determinations. lu that case, they would
have met with a disastrous defeat, and
"Satan would have sifted them as wheat."
Or they might have concealed those feel-
ings, and mingled in the exercises as if
possessed of the spirit of 1'brotherly
love." Iu that case they wvould have
made themselves CC mockers and their
bauds wvould have become strong,'> and
all the influences around them 'would
have had a blightiug, effeet upon ail their
Christian virtues. There was but one
thing to be done at the time and under
the circumstances then existing, namely,
to put the case, as they did, into the
bauds of Jesus.

Lét the facts before us teacb the
reader this life-lesson, viz., whenever
any mental state, any fact of experieuce,
or- aiiy eveut of Providence, perplexes
you, do not stop to bewiider yourseif
about what bas occurrcd, nor attempt
for a moment to adjust or regulate the
case yourself. Talk with Jesus about
it, and put it at once and wholly into
Ris hands. Then, without fail, two re-
sults will follow-deliverance full and
complete froni the existing perplexity;
and great enlargrement such as you neyer
experienced before. We are neyer s0
near a rceat enlargrneut a,, wvhen
broughlt into great perpiexity, provided
the case is at once, wi »th "C full assurance
of faith," put into the hands of Christ.

A friend of mine, many years agro, lost
suddeuly the wife of his youth. IDFew
have loved as lie hiad doue, and the agrony

of bereavemient made him the wonder of'
ail who knew iiirn. When told that
God had bereaved him in wvisdom and
love, his reply wvas, CC 1 suppose it is so,
but I cau't sec it. None but God can
make this event plain to rny mind, and
1 shahl hold my case before Hum until Hie
clears away this horror 1 of great dark-
ness." Hie accordingfly «C*w~ent and told-
Jesus " about bis bereavement, and how
muci lie was suffering from it, and what
a mystery it was to him. While thus
employed this passage carne withi in-
effable force and swetness to bis mnd :
" Thy Maker is thy husband ; the Lord
of IElosts is his name, and thy Redeerner
is the Holy One of Israel."

Knowing that that passagewas written
for ail bereaved hearts in common, hie
said at once," «Well, that will do. If the
Lord my Redeerner wvihl corne, and fim-
self occupy the place made void iu rny
heart by tbe taking frorn me <'the desire
of nîy eyes,' that -%vill be more than
satisfactory, and will clear away the
niystery in wvhichi this case is involved.
I shiaîl then know the purpose for whicbi
I was bereaved-that 'God might be to&
me au everlasting light, and ny God my
gliory.'"

ýThe Lord did come to him, and not,
only fllled that void, but flooded bis
whole being with the consciousuess of*
the Divine presence and love. Ris great
sorrow was supplanted by " everlasting
consolations and goodt hope througb
grace." As lie begran to tell others of
bis new-boru joy the chiurch -was re-
vived, and rnany sinners were couverted.
tIhrougth his influence in the plac-e where
he rcsidcd. Nor did bis mission stop
there. Hie becarne a lay ev-angrelist to all
the churches round, and before his deathi
rnany believers found enlargemient, and
mnany huudreds of sinners were a-,-dded
to the Lord " through bis direct instru-
i-nentality."

We are always in the immiediate pre-
sence of great, enlargemnt and eternally
enduring joys and- consolations, when
auy cares or sorrows, auy great cares
or sorrows especially, press upon our-
hearts. Jesus xvili turn our darkness.
into eternal sunlight provided our cares
and sorrows are told and cornmitted toý
Him.
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