
FAMIL[AR CONVERSATIONS.

better and weightier than oth ors that they must be obeyed ; and
other of the divine roquiremonts arc so far inferior that they
may be obeyed or not as the prolèssor chooscs. Now, father,
these things appoaroci novel to me, and contrary to the authority
of divine law : wvill you thereforc plezise relieve nie of My diffi-
culties by telling me if thero be any authorty for them in the
scriptures ?

O,ýzr.A.-Jt gives me pleasure, miy son, that vou nover until
now hecard. these words, ior any of the religious novelties con-
nected with themn; and. it givos me equal pleasuro to know that
your attention has beon called to consider thern at a timo xvhen
thore is an opportunity of giving such explanations as may erase
or prevent false impressions. But, in the first place, in order to
give a proper directioA, to mny remarkis, tell me what have been
your own reflections ?

ALPIIA.-No distinct impressions of any kind have resuited
from niy own reflections. So many other topies, divisions of
topics, and different opinions of topies wvore introduced and il-
Iustrated by the speaker, ail of themi marvellously nov, to me,I
that 1 have been sufficiontly occupied in pondering over and won- Ïýdering at themn; for, althoughi the proacher was a toxtuary, and
had a handsorne littie text solo ctod, hoe touchod upon every thiiig,
anient and modern, havn relation or having no relation with
the subject, that couid either withi proprioty or impropriety ho
m anufa ctured into ad discourse of an hiour's continu ance. Indoed l
it required no littie ingenuity Io bring s0 many curiositios into a
single discourse. If leisure pormits, and momory is faithful, a
veek's asking wvill pcrhaps unfold a few of these doctrines and
simplify thern to my understanding.

OME-GA.-In the next place thon, my son, lot me ask you if
these words essential and non-ossontial are to ho found in the
New Testamnent. You remeraber, 1 presurno, what 1 have fre-
quently said, that ail the doctrines, comniands, and sanctions of
the religion of Christ are f*uiiy reveaiod, taughit, and onfiorced. in
the sacred writings of the New Institution. If, thon, these words
or these ideas can ho discovored in tho w,,rit1ngs of Paul, or Vo-
ter, or Mlatthew, or Luke, or Johin, we are iiot only at liberty,
but it becomes obligatory to employ them irrespective 0f our own
views of propriely or impropriety. For it is proper home to oh-
serve, that the novelty of anything is no argument against it: for
ail thatis good, in religion as well as in science, must, of noces-
sity, at one tirnie have been new or novel. ie willexamine this
matter upon its,'wn. monits.

ALPHA.-Neitherthe -words nor their import, so far as 1 have
discovered, are to ho found in the Bible, Old Testament or New.
It was the ren-embrance of 'what you had ofteî taughit me res-
pecting the all-sufficiency of the oracles of God, and the impres-
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