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PROGRESS OF OUR DAUSE
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JOSEPH ASH -

In 1843 or "44 a few brethren
wera gathered I what was then
called Capt. Trull’s achiool house,
south of Mowmanville. Capt.
Trall and wife, Ira Buark and wife,
Widow Bark, Erastus Burk, and
somo others whoe names Leannot
now eall to mind wero chartor
members.  Scuo of these came
feom the Baplists and some from
the Chreistfan Connexion, John
MeGill and myself attended meets
ings with thom often, for twe or
theo years, had quite a few addic
tiona to our little wnurch, Elder
David Burk and wife, from the
Baptlate, 1n 1845 or 40 were
among the number, During this
time wu held soveral mectings in
Bowmanville, in a private schocle
room. I cannot detail the years
of Iabor T gave the infint canes
there, until it became a large, in-
tulligent and wealthy congrega
tion. John McGill did good sore
vice in the Infant days of the
caues, anid I think M. B. Stone
and perhaps Dr. MeGill and A,
Fatewell leut o helping hand.

One or two pleasing incidents 1
must relato beforo I paxson. By
this tinle wo bad several tmembery
inthe village. Tt beame known
that John Simpeon, a wealthy,
active and intellizent mler and
merchant, was much oxescized over
his spititual state.  He wasnot a
member of any ¢husch, but an
attendant, and a very liberal sup-

thewomng event, aud atmost
every availablo rig was out ine
stanter, 1 well remembar how
exuited Girner Gitfonl way, ho
ran xbout wildly, saying to every
ono ho aaw  Cone, wo must go
Eknow the best place for baptfs.
ing for I had baptised quiton fow
there, #o 1 lingered to seo the wild
excitentent of the peaple.

I would like such delightful
seatons now, To our great astone
ishinent, and who could betiove it;
M, Cliinie, the minister, who had
#o bittetly oppoted Bro Seott, nnd
Simpon’s fmmersion, was ono of
tho fitst on tho ground with his
carriage to goto the Lake, T then
drove with, I think, John MeGill
inmy buggy. When wo got ona
tiso in tho road and could scon
Jong way beliind, it was wonderful
and delightful tosee tho lang teain
of cartiages coming like a funeml
procession,  Indeed it was uning
toa burying.  We called at Elder
Burk's, mado the nows known to
their great jov, and there wo had
three more recruite, for the mase
ter's service.  The Inte excellent
Jacob Shurthff, the late highly
esteeried W, R, Burk and Sarah
Burk, now the wife of Senator
John Simpson. W, R. and Sarah
Burk were sonand daughter of the
late oxecllent Elder David Burk,
A deliy wae necestary anil whon
all were readythe long traln moved
on. It wae a delightful day in, 1
think, June; the lake was calm
and overything but one wae plea
antand joyous, It scemed almot
inerediblo but it is a fact that the
“minister” was e defermined to
keep Mr. @umpson as a patron, that
he did his utmost to persuade Mr.
Simpson to abandon his baptiem
o (Simpron) was not of that
kind of metal, to vascilato at the
Il of an iuterested

porter of & congregational church.
Wein Oshawa had just concluded
a hig meeting, at whicli tho Iate
oxcellent Bro, T. C. Scott was one
of our praachers.  As Bro, Scott
‘war quite a favorite of Sirpson's
wo were indticod to go to Bow-
manville that Bro. Scolt might
hiave aime conversation with
Simpson, on the subject of reliz.
ion, We (I think 4 of us) ealled
at Simpson's store, and found him
in his office. Scott and him were
in the cflice alone for a short time,
but 20on the *Minister,” Mr.
Climie, came, and went into the
office, ho having got some hint of
what was going on. Indeed it
heeano known all atout the store
in a short time, and quite a fow
hal gathered. The *‘ministes”
came out and walked tho floor in
quite an excited state and went
back into tho office, and tried all
hecould 1o induce Simpson not to
Lo Dbaptised, thus fnterrupting
them, and repeated the interrup.
tion reverl timex Somo 12 or
13 of ua apectators were fn fover
ish anxiety about the rewlt, At
Tength the deve of the offlce open.
e, and our hearts beat high with
Joyand exultation af thaannounce-
ment made by Seost, ** I 2 hap.
Py ta tell you (addrexing us from
Oshawa) that Me Simpson is to
be baptised immediately, and we
are going to the Iake past Elder
Burk's, and you, Bro. Ash, are to
20 at onee, eall on FElder Burk,
notify them and find the best
place for the baptism.” O, the
excitement thero was in that vil
1ago.  Men wora on the runalong

nearly every street giving notice of

preacher of any other body else.
Making 1o fmpression on Simp-
son he commencod an argumont
against immorsion with Elder
Burk, who seon resigned tho argu.
ment to Bro, Scott; which kept up
tall sl were ready, when Bro Scott
bowed Mt. Climio away and led
Mr, Simpwn into the water, and
huried him with his Iand, and
raised him up to walk in a new
life. Rom. 64, Col. 2.12, And
then in Jiko manner the other
threo making four in all. Our
singing was grand, prayec excel:
lent, and a fino little apeech by
Bro. Scott made the occanon one
of the moat soul cheering and ex-
hilersting of my chnstian expers:
enco, [ faney the angels were
looking on with delight to see
thoso sinners obey the Lord. 1
have nothing to sy or imagine
about what the angels thought of
the *tminister,” I know what 1
and many others thonght,
Anotlier incident amall then
but like Jonah'sgourd grow larger.
At our meetings in tiie villago,
held in a private sekool room some
timo bofore the f ing, it was

enquired whu that black haired
back-eyed man was, 0, sald they,
“that s our school master, his
name {4 Chattes Lister” 1 shall
have a good deal to say about that
black.oyed man hereafter, and for
the prosent #ay that those remarks
about tho power of tha gospel fell
on good ground, and was the eced
that matuted and finally brought
him away from Minister Climlo’s
church to the ehurch of Christ.
It was not very long after Bro
Sunpeon, and a number of others
united before it was deemed nec.

essaty to remove tho congrezation
into the village, A suitable build:
mml and el went
there and worshipped for several
years when they sold the oldhouse
and built the present house, For
soveral years I had about as much
cate and bestowed about as much
labour thero as in Oshawa. Elder
Burk, helped tho church much,
and contiderable ability was de.
velopedamong the members. Tho
chureh was prosperous in religions
wultnre, and a jlarge humber wore
baptized. Daring these years vory
valuable aid was yiven thischureh
as well as Oshawa, by Bros, Scotts
’ﬁnck, Andorson, Oliphant, Kil'

ur, Mingise, Jas. Beaty a1, A”
B. Green, of Ohio, nnd Dz, Me.
Gill and Jno, MeGill, M. B, Stone
of Oshaws, and Sheppand,

I cannot consent to let the lit
tle black eyed man go yet and I
must apeak of his conversion now
and a good deal mors by and by,
Ho Lecame much interested in
hearing and studying the Bible
tnore o thun ever before, The
way we presented the gospel was
entirely new to him, but he could
not at onco give up his sprinkling
for baptiun nor his calviviam, In
hi« studies hie took the righteourse
hie wanted o be sure wo were
right beforo ho coull change his
positicn,  Londs day after Londs
dlay he cane to the meeting and
when the meeting was over go into
1tro, Simpson's house and put a lot
of questions tohim or someone who
couldanvwer thom, With great
anxiety I watched bim, Ho was
not one of thoso captious insincere
ones who would put puze! ngques
tions for the fun of it, he was hon.
est and in good earnest to know
thelords will, After this had
gora onalong time and [ had an-
swered a great many of his ques.
tiots, I do so well romember after
the Lands day services, I went in.
to Bro. Sumpson’s houso and pre-
sently Lister came in, Bible in
hand with leaves turned down
and said Mr. Simpeon 1 have a
lot raore questions for somo of
you to answer if you can. Vay
well aid ho, Bro, Ash can do it
Tlis questions wero mostly in Ro-
mans and Gallatians on calvanism
and a few on baptiam, T anwweered
thom hriefly bat pointodly. He
stood in tho middlo of the room
his fingers in hie Bibla for some

tionless at ast heaved

aid by the preacher that *ho
could not see, if the gospel was
preached now as it wason the day
of pentecost (Acts 2.37), why it
would not produce tha zame effect
on mankind asitdid thenj kuman.
ity was the same and wantod the
same waviourand tho rame teinedy
for sin. A sniall black-hared,
black-eyed stranger, to the preache
ersatonw back seat, very attentivo
ali the way through,  Alter the
meeting wht over, the preacher

a deep #igh <losed hiy hook anid
unceremoniously walkol out, 1
war anxwous to know his secret
thonghts. T return home and be.
fure 1 went there again I hoanl of
his baptiam. AN this time none
of us fora moment suppoecil he
would ever bosomea preacher so
taithful so justly famed as lio has
been for so many years, e at
onco ook a lively interest in the
prayer meotingy, the Bille class

and the Bunday School. 17 - late
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Bro, Jumed\Chase, Dr. McGill, A,
Parewell, Jno. McGall and myselt
hl a long talk about Bro. Lister,
and wa coneludod 170 had a call to
preach, " Thers hotv™ says one
T thought yon folke did not be-
liove 1 & call to preach”  Hold,
feiend you are a Littls 109 fast, we
aro the very people whoddo believe
In acall to preach.  *“Thero {s a
general call, & #pecial eall o no
call at ull”” What you have in
mimd {s a epecial call such ns all
tho sects believe In, They be
Iieva the Tord picks out one liere
and theto to preach and then sends
the Holy Spirit directly from
heaven, into their hearts, to eon«
viet of sins, convertand to quati.
fy to preach, and thus woo ia that
one thus converted, and qualified
to preach ilhe does not presch,
And tosuch they think the Lerd
will be, “mouth, matter, mind and
wiedon” Al they have to do la
to “open the mouth, aud the Lord
will fill it” Taey arc to “speak
as thospitit gives them utterance,”
or, “ax theit minds may bo led!
Now, friend, you ean #co the jime
propriety of sucli o call,  Under
it, all tho sectarian doguas of the
wotld aro preached,  Une contiae
dicting the other, nll alouyg the
tine, and overy onu claims he is
s preaching the gospel.  Thiseall,
and its feuits, only has to be look-
od a4 to seo fts nakedness, The
“guneral eall takes all in, and he,
who haea esire to preach, and
Lias the qualification, ratural and
acquired, ia called, and called of
God.  Moreover, the gonoral. call
includes the fire side and the road-
aido talkers. ANl must occupy,
ad frprove tho talent they have
vontinually,

3

+his fa the call we
coneluded Bro. Lister hiad, « a da.
sdre and ability.” To zay that
thero is no call in only saying that
God has given the goapel to man
and retired {16 the sceno of ac.
tion and leaves man to dorathey
pleass without any divine aitand
that 1le witl by and by judye him
for how he has dona and seted
through life.  Wespoke of it to
hun often, but, ditfidenco ovex
eamo his desiro for zoma months,
At Iast Tauccoeded in getting he
coneent to come 1o Oshawa and
preach on the Loads dday ine ening,
Le came d:spoke, short bul remarke
ably well, That was the firt time
the little Llack oyed man went
from Bowmanville, to preach, He
becate more active, and proached
at out mueting places thiough the
country even as far west as Pick.
cring, and where I leave him for
the prosent.

‘The churchos of Oshawa and
Bowmanville prospered, and we
eccured the preacting acrvices of
some of the liest preachersin Ohio,
in addition to ourown home tal.
ent which was by no means emall
Tho menbers malo and female
wero very active in those days, in
spreading the teuth, church dis
cipline was stringent, no outside
issues to care division, or aliena-
tion ; no desire for cotrupting the
Lord's day worslup by maclunery,
1 am glad to know however nuch
soma ahip ehod professors may e
aito the introduction of the mach.
tnoty of Satan, we atill remain
almost entircly free from it in
Canada, O, I'dolong for a re-
turn of those happy days, zeal,
enoryy, love, aud unfon, that per
meatod nearly overy inember male
and female. But I fear 1 alall
long in vain. I now Jook down
about Oshana, Bowmanvilla and
Pickezing, where I spent so much
of my life {ovet 30 years) and seo
o few of tho old atadfast brethren
now in the land of the living, that
1 feel sad and lonely. Stitl there
iaa grand redeeming feature in it
'}, for, 20 many havo como to the
knowladgo of the truth within
the boundarics of thow churches,
wany of whom have goue to their
tisme in heaven, and many wait
ing to join them, and then thos
vonpg men, who are still living

= o
and proclanning the unsearchubly
riches of Clirist, who have arisen
amony ut and ‘ere encouraged
thuft work of tarning many to
righteotusnaas, often relcives ino of
teneliness. I hopo to see “thom
ahiniog a2 stara fn the finomment
forever ond cver” In maming
thont, Ist O. J. Lister, 2ud T, Lyls,
now of K., 3nd E. I Burelay,
now prof, of Languges in Abing-
don College 1L, 4t Wi, Forres-
ter of Pickering, 5th Geo, Barclay,
now uf Toronto, The brethren
of Osiawa, Bowmanville, anl
Pickerinyg, have preat weason to
thank God for eending so many
able, and, efficient laborers from
among them inta his hatvest held,
The present leading efticient men
in the church of Bowmanville, aro
Geo. McGill, Richad Windats,
and W, A, Neada,
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BAPTISM OF JOIIN.

DaAR Brongn SusreaAg £ «J.
I¥s query No. 3, fn the March
number of the Cuktsriay Wonrk«
g on Acta 163 3, 4, 8, has given
soms gowd chrittian brothten, es.
pecially our Baptist fricuds, a good
dual of trouble, They, to estabs
Lish theie elaim that they are the
direet descondants of Johu the
Baptist, strenuously contend that
the twelve Disuiples whom Laul
fourd st Epliesus, woere not res
baptised after they heard Paul
preach.  The reason is obvious,
shonld they admit this, it would
break the connection 1 what they
call their “upostolic succession,”
In this, I think thoy are alarmed
without causo, Tho whole trouble
wonses, I thiuk, from asmisunder
standing of the queation,

The Scriptures nowhere  say
these twelve Were Johu's disciplos.
They were “ baptized unto John's
taptions,” not by Johne  Weo have
no reconl that John ever preached
at Ephesus.  Yes, but, saye one,
wight not some of his disciples
cross over the Meliterancan Sea
and ba found their by Pavlt Weo
answer yes, it is posaible, but not
very probable. They were, no
doubt baptieed (snmunereed) the
same as John inmersd, but not
by John.  Who then baptized
them? In Acts 18 aund 24, we
tud o certain Jew natned Apotlog
borit 8t Aleaandiia, a lamed
man, and mighty in the Serip
tures, camo t0 Epheaus. What
Seriptures was he “mighty” fnd
At could not be in tho new Testa
ment, {o1 it was not written at
that tune. Then it must have
;acen the old that he was versed
n,

Now this man Apolles, ro
doubt, had read the Prophcty
Exiah and Joel, who had prophy-
sied of the *“coming of the just
one and the glory that should
follow,” “and bemnge fervent in
epitit,” ho taught dutigently the
things of the Lord, kuowing only
the baptiem or the works aud
doings of Johu,  NXow let us real
Lutween the tines a little. Ho
hiad learned that over in Judea a
great porsonage had ade kis ap-
pearatice, and they called han
Jotur,  Ho hud heard shat all the
region round about Jordau hud
cvtne to him “and weto baptized
oy him in Jordan confessing theie
aing,” aud kuowing that “acconls
fng to the Scriputes” that the
vie called Christ was to soon
tiake his appearanice, o resoneld
with himsedf, Tis not this the
Christ *  He concluded hio was g
and learaing thay ho laptized the
Peuple Bu tho water, procended at
oucs te preach to tho pevple and
do lixewise. It {3 fuir to pre
sumo that ho preached and bape
tized *“unto Joun's Maptiens,” the
twelve disciples whom Paul aftet-
wants found, and in all probubile
ity taught them that John was
tlie Chinat,

This 1 a falr presumption, for
the reason that wany in Judea
thought that John was the Chnat,
and he had to repeataldly currect
thoat in this rospoct saying ¥ Lam
not the Chnst,” ete

Whether Apollos made  and
baptizal these twalve lisciples or

note=which can auly bo fufered
from tho fact that he was the
tieet of whot we liave any record
of over havinyg preached in Ephes.
ut, Oue thing 18 certaln, ho was
in error fu I8 wnderstanding of
the true gospe), whom, when
Aquilla and Prisilla heand, “they
took him unto them and expond-
od nunto hitn the way of the Lond
(O] T(-stamenl{ more perfeetly,”
showing by theeo books that
John was not tho Christ Lut only
Tus messenger to prepare the way
beforo Wi  After this new
lesson fn theology, Apollus was
disposed to go unto Achei, where
“hie enghtly convinesl the Jows,
and that publicly, that Jesws aas
Clrit,  Now we cowe to the
goim; we noxt find Apolloa at

orinth, and Paul at Ephcaus,
where Apollos had been preaching
befors ho had beea ' taught the
way to tho Lord more perfectly
Paul finds horo certain disciplrs o
that i3 twelve persons who had
beent taught a esrtain kind of docs
trine. Iy whon taught we have
no certaln knowledge, nor of the
kind of teachings, but of ouo
thing wo uto certain—they were
taught in error, hecause they * had
not heard whether there was any
holy epirit”” and  coneequently
could not hove heard John, for ko
tanght this doctrine planly—.now
who taught themt  We ay
Apollon. * What did he teadh
themt  Wo believe he taught
then that Joln soas the Chraet, and
in ali probubility baptized the
twelve  ditciples  * vnto  John's
Baptitm ” or in the name of John,
Punl did vot ask these disciples
who baptized then, He asked
the question, “ have you received
the Holy Spurit since you believe
ed” They answered, * We have
not 80 much as heard whether
thero bo any Holy Spirit.”—
Says Paul “unte what then were
you baptized”  “They said unto
John's Baptiatn.”  Paul then exe
plaive to them Johu's mssion and
the meaning of his baptim and
that John taught a thing they
had never heard beforo~that men
shouid Lelies e on i that sliould
come aftes him, that fs, on Christ.”
“Now when they heand thiy, that
is tho errore which they hal leen
taught, and which they had fall
en into, through the croncous
teachings of somo one, bo he
whom it may, “they ‘ero bap.
tized fnto the name of the Lol
Jesut. It will be remunbered
by the reader that this evons took
place long after the resurrection.
we have no record of anyone
being baptized into tho namo of
the Father, Son & MHoly Spirit
unti} after Cheist had risen from
the dead. Tho commission was
not given to petform the ondin-
ance in threo bames, until about
the timothat Christ was to ascend
up on high.  The commission was
duly cazried out Ly the apoatles,
on and after the day of Peutosost.

The question does not tum, as
0 whother John's baptisut was in
form, tho same as that practiced
by the Apoetles, but as to whether
these twelve men were ro-bap.
tized, bocauso of the error in the
teachings they had recelved, We
claim tlioy were reduplised after
hearing Paul.  Weo balieve they
aal been baptised possivly by
Apolloy untoJohn, orin the namo
of John, believing that ho wai
*the Chnat,” but when they heard
from Paul that Jesus was the
Christ, “they were baptized in
the name of the Lonl Jesur” In
taking thie position we know wo
are in oonflict with all eminent
Baptist authors, or at least with
many of them, I think many of
them sco the orror thay have fallen
into in denying the retaptism of
these twelve disciples at Ephesus,
but having tield 5o long that they
were not rebaptisd, and having
taken thie puition in tost of their
standard worke, it is hand to givo
itup.  Now I'will stop right here
and gitosomo one ¢lsea chancoat
the question,

E. Braxs,
Tonawanda, Mar, 1833
. Ty
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