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Americn fiil of these cav:llcrs and idlers, they would not convert one
son of Adam in a whole century, except perchance they might convert
him from liberality to miserliness or from activity to indolence. Wedo
not ask gentry of this stamp to be ¢ members of our parish,’ as saith the
Scottish Divines,

No longer louvking at this chapter of things, my brother, but turning
anew leaf and tabing the oracles of the Lawgiver, let the question be
proposed with all its puint and pith : What better or more efficient co-
operation is required than the co-uperation of the Lord’s friends compos-
ing the churches, without one new officer and without a modern and
man-invented organization 7 Lt we suppose that the Lord’s people in
the state of Ohiv desire to concentrate their likerality cither to convert
their neighbors in the state, or to christianize their neighbors in Africa,
India, or the Isles of the Pacific.  There are, we shall sy, five hund-
red churches in Ohio.  Not to burden our vision with too wide an out-
line, let us make the churches in Cincinnati, Marictta, Cleveland, and
Columbus the reprezentatives of all the congregations in the state.
These churches, or rather each of themy, if modelled afier the old-fashion-
ed model, will have a treasury for the joint liberality of the members ;
and aceording to the vriginal pattcrn, cach treasury will have scriptural
officers tv keep and manage it. There is wisdom cnough among the
chosen of the Lord in Cincinnati to make the right usc of the sacred
fund in the purse of the chureh 5 there is equal wisdom in Marictta,
Cleveland, and Columbus; aud all being the Lord’s people, all having
the same love, and all have the same willingness to do the Lord’s work,
the contributions in cach treasury are cither sent to the laborers whose
hands the brethren resolve to hold up, as Paul and his companions
reccived from various churches, or their contributions arc brought to-
gether into one treasury, as the churches in divers places sent their
funds to the treasury of the brethren at Jerusalem for a specifie purpose.

No if the brethren of two or ten churches are able to be fellow
helpers together in working for the general interests of Christ’s cause
without the aid of modernly cquipped officers or a newly framed organi-
zation, on the same principle all the churches of a state or of a whole
country could co-operate. Nay, all the brethren in all the churchesin
America could work together without a humanly devised society.

Would it not scem as though a single church knew little of the in-
stitutions of desus if it sct its wisdom to work to ¢ organize’ a ‘society’
to colicct and manage its own funds, cither for missionary or other




