
24Earitest Chlistaiiy.

TME ADVANTAGES 0F MUE ITINEItACY.

13Y 1RN". Il. JOHNSTON, M. A.

(PIRST PAPEIL)

F-ý'TEIOI)SM lias ben termied '<a Revival Churcli iii its spirit, a
iissionary Cliiirch iii its orgatiizationi.' It wva a provisioîîal

nesiyof the tiiînes-a new developuient of Chiristianity; and

its founider could say, IlI neither Tecerve(l it of men, uîeilher -%vas
1 au-ght it but by the revelation of Jcsus Chirist." 'Thlat the
Cliiurch lias had a inarvellous history n10 one wvill deny, -its very

facts we'ar the aspect of romance. The magnitude ando grrdeur of its succcss
,as a religious iniovement, sweep uponl us frQui the years ms thesc-'e
breaks upou the shore. A inovemeînt wvhichi, iimwgurated by the effoits of
a sii'g-le manî, whio liad nîo plan, no ulterior design furtiier than to restore
primitive Chiristianity, and maise uip a hioly people-withiout tra ditional. press
tigte, or the influence of popular respectabihity, without the support oi sitte, or
the patronage of power, or the resources of wealthi,-ha-zs, in little more than a
cenitury, fîtr outstripped many of the older denomin-ations, and p)iesenited a
growtlu iuuplaralleled even lin th- history of Chiristianity itself,.aýnd now Ceînbody-
ing oiie-sceveiith of the Protestant numnerical strengthi of thie w'orld, is gatlier-
ing, to itself fresh elemients of tisefuhoiess and power, and repeating the Gospel
triumph1pls and glories of the past-suchi a inovement niust be ackoldda
sublime success.

lVIwt are thic Causes of sw7 pîý'ospcrity ?-Prima.,rily, ail1 niust be ascribed
to the grace of God, anîd the influence of the I{oly Ghiost; but, so fiai as huinan
ixistriuiientalities are coincu'ned, "'e fizid the proxiixuate cause of success iii the
p)rovideiitiaýl chanacter of the nieans used. Thiere is a philosophy rni ngiii
through zill the -%vorks of God ; there are orders of sqecsien dpe
to certain ends, and God, wlho ses the end froin, the beginning, Nuas pleased to
furuishi a spiritual i-nachiiery ait once -miique and adap.ý cd to, the circuistances
alld conditions of the acte.

The most striking anxd permanent feature of this system is the Iic'ny
aud to, this peculi-arity must be at.tributed inuchi of tlie %vondlerful success of
thie ormtranization. Thuis extraordinary provision for carrying the Gospel to the
Masses, iii ail locaIlities, w'as the product of Divinie economy; and the best
exponents of its sp)irit aud practice are WVesley znd \Vhitfield thecinselves, w'ith
thieir co-laborers, wlir, -%vith thecir hicarts strangely wvarmied anud full of the lioly
Ghiost, -,vent forth to zabuindanit labors, Preachingr eV.erywhiere-"i t Lord Ceou-
firxning the word wvit1î sigus following." Thecir vcry successes devclopcdl the
systeui,-thie harvest oittgý,rowiing the strength of the reapers,-socictics muti
l)lYiiig f4ster tian the prcaclxers, and requirhug then to travel from one
asselubly to -,iiotier. Wesley sa-,w the utility of the systeii, alld after fifty
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