308 THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

with them. IHow many men have come to the know-:and live in full liberty, with other funtions, Lut with
ledge of thewr God and Saviour, by being called away  the same rights, the same duties and in the samg
to the Crimen ; and how many of the Tustaments soeaternal circumstances, as private Christians. The
freely given and so frankly recetved, are now ﬁnding'Romish Church, on the contary, declares that ording.
their way back to France, and going into hamletsition confers rights and privileges, and imposes
where the cofporicur -has never yet sown his precious datics, unhnown to urdinary Christians, and its Clergy
seed. Une of the last letters from the Crimen gives constitute, in the bozum of socicty, an order by jwelf,
an account of the happuness of the few Protestants in ) This idea finds its wost complete expressivnt ia e
hamiesch who enjoy Protestant yorslup there, and celibacy imposed upon the priesthood.
the hkelihood of 2 church beng formed.  The mili-) The Russian Church hias succeeded innot accepling
tary authoriies have shown every mark of respect cithicr of these two solutions of the problem. 1t jp.
and lkindness to our chapluns, who are thus enabled  poses cllibacy on the higher dergy, and forbids g
fully to pertorm therrarduous dutics t&the Protestant the simple pricst; the bishop cannot be married, the
goldiers under their charge. At homge, the people,pricst must ulways be sv, the rupture of the coajug
are unammous in applauding the journalists who arc,tie, whether by divorce or the death of Lis wife,
waging war agiunst the Lnwers Relogiews, which, ondeprives him, ipsv fucte, of the sacred character where
the whole, has brought upun itscif a pretty sound witl urdination bas iuvested him, and, stranga sui,
thrasiing : 1ts pastsins have been vigorously eapused; hie is furbidden to re-marry , moreover, 10 couditiy,
anc 1ts hypocritical pandenng to every new Power,,is more miserable than that of the Russian cluic,
when at the same tume 1t has been ready to adminis-|  Entering young into the seminuary, he there o
ter o dastardly kick to every fallen one, has been,ceives a very superfivial course of instruction, whiy
torcibly pomnted out.  Tlis 1s only the manifestation generally consists in the hnowledge of the clomeny
of the teching ot contempt for Romamsm w hich spreads of the Sluvonic language, and sume smattering of
daily, as new facts respecting the clergy come to light theology, frum which ull controversy, even with thy
m the individual experience of families, especially (Rumish Charch, is scdulously excluded , add to th;s
among the working population, where money is nutjthe study of singiug, and of the complicated ceremo-
plenutul. It constantly happens that working men,niul of the Grech worship, and you Lave all the
resolve to brning up all their children as Protestants, educativnal furniture of a priest. This, Lowever, ;3
and so once tor all get rid of the baneful priesthoud ,, cnough to raise him to an intellectual level very s.
and tlus not from studying Protestant doctrines, but,perior (0 that of an immense majority of his natien,
from witnessing Protestant acts.  Often as many as, ilis studies completed, the priest marries (withog
thirty or forty children are refused weekly at a single;this he cannot receive orders, unless he becomes s
Protestant school in Paris, for want of room, and monk and enters a convent), and is located in some
this when the friars’ schools have room to spare, and'willngc. Then he begins a life of privation and of
open their doors gratuitously.  Tlus, were our schoulsmisery.  The state, which arrogates to itsclf an ab-
numerous enough, and euthciently supported, would svlute right of goscrning the church, dues not take
constitute & weli-tounded hope tor our nising genera~;upon itself to provide for the wants. of its clergy.—
tion. { The priest who is appointed to 8 wire, nominally b
Winle the populauon is thus slipping away from,a divcesan bishop, but really by w.e lord to whom the
priestly intluence, the ccclesiastical chasm between ) village Lelungs, is paid by that nobleman , receising
Ultramontamism and Gallicamism s widening ; the only u sum altogethier insufficiene for Lis owa suppurt
Ultramontanes are torcing down the wedge, and arejand that of his family. Casual receipts mu.t, there.
giving 1t another blow by pronouncing the letter » infire, supply bis exigencies; and since thereists fu
Latin as the Komans do, like oo, instead of giving it holy offices and the fanctivns of the ministry onlys
the sound of the krench .  Soun the party to whichscale of fees, whose inapplicable provisions date frum
a priest belongs will be known by the first word ut-the time of Pcter the Great, and bave fallen inw
tered 1n o church.  The people shp betweea the two, disuse, the priest spends h.s life in selling religion
some few into Protestanusm, but the greater part, his fluck as dearly o5 he can, and two or three time
alas! 1nto total religious indiflerence. a year makes the round of the cottages, and appre-
priates a tithe of all their productions. The peasent
. | who on his part does his best to obtain what religica
From *Le Licn,” a French Paper. be must have as cheaply as possible, is compelld |
THE RUSSTAN CHURCH AND SECTS. occasionally to submit to the exactions of his pastor. |
. There is, in fact, a custom in the Russian Church,
Lussia 1s the country of silence; its religious that the piists, at certain periods, should conduc
consutwmon 1s scarveely better hnuwn to ns than its, worship in the houses of all their parishioners. The
political organization, and, like it, is characterized only result of this practice, which might be productire
by many mysienes difficult to solve, many eccentri- | of much goud, is an impost levied Ly the pricst opon
ciies whose cause is not apparent.  Debarred from | the Leliever, whom he thus compels to pay for ks
all official documents, we are compelled to searck the 1 Ze Deum. Moreoser, the Russian Church specifies s
narratons of travellers for data reiative to the condi- great number of degrees of kindred within whil
tion of the Russiun Church, and the sccts which have, marriage is forbidnen, but reserves to itself the right
separated from it.  All these recitals concur in,of granting dispensations. In the villages, where the
represenung the rehigious state of the Czar's empire, peasants marry among themselves, and are all el
as most deplorable, the more 8o inasmuch as the,tivns, they are compelled continually to have recount
orthodox worshup, fat from improving, seems, on the‘ to the pricst to obtain these dispensations, which e
contrary, duly to degenerate. ymay refuse, which he sells as dear as possible, orel
The Russian Cnureh, in its internal constitution, least grants only to those who have managed to ge!
daffers as much frum the Romish Church as from the ioto “is good graces. Thus is cstablished betwet
cifferent Protestant communitics. In accordancethe priest who wiclds over his parishioners & definit
with the gospel, Protestantism recognizes between,power, and the peasantry who support him by the:r
the discipics of the same Master vnly & gifference of g.fts, an exchange of good offices ; but these relaticns
functions.—ts clergy compose neitlier a caste nor ajare easy only in appearance, and most frequent
priesthood, are not required to practise celibacy jocunceal & real enmity between the pastor who i




