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of the natives here, I am inclined to believe
that it is, on the whole, improving. A
better spirit scems to be gaining ground
among them.  We are much less troubled
now than tformerly with tribnl feuds and
private revenge, which unhappily prevailed
among them before and after we took
charge of this station, a state of aftairs
which was artended with much inconve-
nience 10 us, and which was doing injury
1o the cause of Christianity. We have
never yet been able to ascertain the origin
of their quarrels and jealousies. Very
likely it was something quite trifling or
absurd.  Of conrse we did all in our power
to make peace. But whether it was vur
interposition  that was the means of
effecting the desirable change or not, one
thing is evident, that they are now more
pacitic and amicable in their intercourse
with each other than they were a year ago.
And for this we feel sincerely thankful, tor
we know that where envying and strifs are
there is confusion, and cvery evil work.”
RUM.

We feared 2t one time that drunkenness
was going to come in among the uatives
like a flood, and ruin especiaily most of
our young men. But I am thankful to
say that matters in these respects are con-
tinning better than our fears. Strong
drink may be had on the island, and there
are those who watch every opportunity of
vending it to the poor unsuspecting natives,
but our admonitions seem to be remem-
bered by these, so that they are in a strength
ahove their own, I trust, nobly resisting
tha siven voice of the tempter. But, Icon-
fess, I have liitle confidence in their stead-
fastness in this respect, if they are not the
subjects of o saving change.

STATE OF RELIGION.

The young men here, I am sorry to say. are
vet very thoughtless respecting the all im-
portant claims of Christianity.  Those who
were born in heathenism, the old genera-
tion, are the most excmplary Christians we
have. However, the best of these are
much less alive to the great realities of our
holy relizion than we should like. Our
Sabhath and week day meetings are indeed
generally well attended, and a seeming de-
vout attenrion is paid to the hearing and
to the preaching ot the Word ; but they do
not manifest tat brokenncss of heart on
acconnt of sin, or that warmth of love to
the Saviour which one would expect to see
mamlested in true converts to God. How-
ever, we know that they form a part of the
visible Cu. .reh of Christ, and as the ordi-
nances of divine appointment are being dis-
pensed among thew, the cause of truth,
we doubt not, is advanciug here in some
degree, as Galileo of old said of the earth
#moves. But O how ubspeakably desira-

ble it is that this people should be pricked
in their hearts to cry, out of their depths
of sin and misery, with those who were
awakened by means of the preaching of
Peter, on the day of Pentecost, * Men and
brethren, what shall we do?” Will you
not pray in faith that this may speedily be
the case with them ? ‘
WORK OF DEATIH.

By last mail we received the sad tidings
of the death of my honoured and excellent
predecessor, Dr. Geddie. This eveu will
be learned with profuund sorrow Ly thou-
sands, especially by those of the Chureh
whose messenger he was. But his work
on earth was done, and he now rests from
his {abours. By the samc mail we heard
of the the death of my esteemed friend and
venerable brother, the Rev. John Camp-
hell, Sherbrooke, the voice of these provi-
dences to us who survive is, ** Work while
it is called to-day; for the night cometh
wherein no mas can work.”

Letter from Rev. Dr. Steel.

77 MACLEAY STREET,
Syduey, New South Wales,
6th Sept., 1873.

Rev. P. G. MACGREGOR,—

My Dear Siv,—1 have had brief notes
faom the Islands informing me that the
chartered vessel, “the Paragon,” which
left this port on the 24th May, arrived
safely at Aneityum on the 3rd June, ex-
actly ten dayson the passage. She left
again on the 9th June, and Mr. Goodwill
writes me that she came to Espiritu ‘Santo
on the 24th June. I heard from these by
way of Fiji. «“Al on board the vessel
spoke well of her sea-going qualities.” Mr.
Inglis says :  Mr. Murray was well. Mr.
Paton had been poorly. T expect the
 Paragon’’ to ryeturn soon with news of
the Mission Synod: Much will depend on
the opinion of the brethren at the islands
with regard 1o a vessel.

1 seud you an extract from "the Rev.
John Goodwill’s Jetier to shew iou his
trials and perils. His position is one f
difficulty and danger ; but he seems to have
suceceded in getting the confidence of the
tribes around him.

Dr. Macdonald sent me the money paid
for insuring the  Paragon’ as the pro-
ceeds of the Reserve Fund. He has se-
cared the £2000 for which the ¢ Day-
spring” was insured.

T havo had funds sufficient to pay for the
chavier of the “ Puragon,” and have just
received the £250 duc by the Reformed
Preshyterian Church. When I receive
your Church portion, I will ba able to start
well on the return ot the vessel in meeting
claims for wages, &c, -



