
of the Pnat ives hiere, 1 nîn incliacd to believe
that is is, on the w hole, iniproving. A
botter sp)irit sceins to be gaining ground
îtmong tiîem. M'e are nxneh lcss troubled
iioir tha lormerîr. îvith tribal fends and
private rev(11ge, îvhichl lunhalpily prevaiicd
itiaoag titeax hetore and aller ire took,
charge of titis station, a stase of aiicirs
wichel ias attcded with Inuh inronie-
iiietice 10 lis, and wirbii iras doiag iîEÎn1ry
to te cause of Christianity. We have
nieyer vet berti able so asecrîtain the origin
of teilr qîtarrels and jeaioîtsies. Véry
likeir it w:îs soitxething quise tîifling or
iihsurd. Of' course %re did ail in our pouiser
to Make ponce. But Nvlether it mi as our
interposition shat %tas the means of
effectiîtg the debirable change or mot, utte
tinLy is evident, tlhas theY aire ncriv morec

paii ansi aniiahie in ilîcir iritercourbe
iritît ecd otlier thian they Nvere a iyear algo.
Atnd for titis ire feel sinccrely thaaikftit, for
iv-e knoîv thiat ii'ii'i' eni'ying and strit'e tire
there is confusion, and' every cvil work."

Itux.

WVi feiired nt one tirne that drunk-enness
was gOing te coIUQ in ar-nong the natives
like a flood, and ri cspecialiy most of
Our Young men). But 1 ant thankful te
sany tiat matters in these respects are con -
îinnuing better ilian our fecars. Strong
drink may lie had on te isiand, and there
are those wio wvatch every opportuflity of
vending it to the pour unstispccting natives,
but ourialitonitiotîs seem to bc reineîa*
bered by these, se that they are in a strengili
ahove sheir own, 1 trust, nobiy rebisxing
tIL biten voice of te tenipter. But, I coît-
foss, I have lii:le confidence in tiîcirsteiad-
flis*.ness in iblis respect, if they are not the
sulijects of a saving chîange.Z>

STATE OP RELIGION.

The venu,- meni lire, 1 ama sorry te say. are
yet %ery xiîonghitless respecxiag te ail ha.-
portant daims of ('liiistianitv. Tiiose who
irere bora in hcaeiii.m, thle old gencra-
tion, nre the mosi ceeiîplary Christians ire
have. However, the hest of ihiese are
muelh less alive to the great realities of our
holv relig-ion titan wue siîoud like. Our'
Saflhntl and iveek day ileetings are indcd
generally weil aitcnided, anti a scenxing do-
vont attention is paidj te the hiearing and
te the preaciîing dt the Word ; but tlîcy do
not m.-inifest rîtait brokcnntiss of litenr on
arcouast of sin, or that ïximrnth of' love to
the Saviotir wiîieh one Nvould expeest to se
inatilesteil in true couverts to God. lHow-
eicr, ire know thas tiîey fiîrm a part of the
vsible Ci. .reh of L hirist, and as the ordi-
lianves of divine applolintait are beiing dis-
pensi-d anng theux, tue cauise of trusi,

j ie donlit not, is ldaa ihera in tome

il morts. But. E) how unspeakahiy desira-

bic it is titat this people should be priekedl
in teir hecarts to cry, ont of their depthis
of sin and misery, îith titose îrho irere
awakenied by means of the preaciting of
P>eter, on te da), of 1>enîerost, "IMeni and
brestrien, %viint shmah sic do ?'" \ili von
not prai' in faith that this amiy speedili bc
the caseiti thhein ?

WORti Or DEATI!.

13y Iast mai) sie rceed tuie st 1 tiditîgas
of the deatlh of xny iionoureul iitid excellent
predec'esz-or, D)r. Geddie. Thuis event ivili
bc leartîcîl îith profouxi sot rosi l'y thon-
sninds, especialiy l'y thiose of the Clînreh
wriose inessenger lie ivas. But his îrork
oit ear-tl ias donc, and 1j nloi rests frein
his tabours. By ixe saine mili \îvu lentil
of tII2 tce deatit of îay Cst:enicdl friend and
veneralîle lirortier, the Rei'. John Campt-
hieu, Shecrbrooke, Ille voire of siiese pro% -
dences to nis iiho survisve ib, -Work whlîi
it is calied to-day ; for the niglit cometti
ircein no mxan en ivork."

Letter from Rev. Dr. Steel.

77 MACi.Ay STRrET,
Sydncy, New Soutil Wales,

Gth Sept., 1873.

RFlv. P. G. MACORtEGon,-

Mly Dear Sir,-I have iiad brief notes
faom ste Isilnds informing nie tixat ihe
eltarteresi vessel, "ltc Paraton" srhicl
ieft titis port on tlie 241hi M~ay, arriî'ed
saf'ciy at Al-eisytuai on she 3rd Jone, ex-
actiy ten deys on the passage. Site left
agala on the 9th June, andi Mr-. Goodsnill
irrites me titat site came t0 Esîtiritu Santo
on te 24th Jonc. 1 hecard froxa titese by
way of Fiji. "lAil on board the vessel

Wpoewil of bier sca-goiitg î1 nialisieb." Mx'r.
Inlis says I Mr. Mît11rray is Nreil. Mi-.
Paton li hecix poorly. I expert the
1Paragon" to return soon irithi nieirs of

ste Mission Svnod' Mîxch irili depeasi on
ste opinion o'f ste brestren at ste isiands
srish regard Io a vesse].o

1 setîs yon an extract Itom -the Rei'.
John Goodiviil's ictier te sitewissou bis
trials andi perils. lis position is oltO (f
clîffieulîy and (lancer; but lic scexas Ie hanve
succeedes in gcîtiug the conftidence of ste
tries aroîtai lm.

D)r. Macdonald seat me ste moaey paisi
for insuritxg tue Il Pilva'ion" ais the pro-
ceesis (,f the lieserve Fîtiss. He lins se-
curesi tue £20oo for i-hidli the Il Day-
spring" wias insîtresi.

1 banve lieds fiîti1s sufficient te pay for she
charter of tue " irga"andi hîvo jnst
receivesi tue £250 due Ixv tue Reformcd
Preshyterian Cliurchi. WIhiea 1 receive
y-our-Church portion, 1 ivili ho abie to start
us cli on tce return of te vessel la meeting
clai -for su-ges, &c,

1873. ~~une anb ,ffcur2~ftfl 3&ec~t~. 33~
33Dm'bc j4cinc alib gcrttgn uecot*o.


