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February 24. Johm ix: 1-11.

In spite of the direct testimony con-
veved in this passage vo the fact of ve
incarnation and the recogunition of Kar-
mic law by the disciples as the alterna
tive to the theory of heredity, many
readers seemito think that Jesus’ veply
ignores both principles. What Jesus
says is simply that the man did not sin
in previous lives s0 as to merit Qn-ectly
this disadvantage, neither did his par-
ents sin so that by heredity the defect
of blindness in their child becowmes a
burden and punishwent to them, bLut
for another reason of still greater im-
portance. To one blind from Dbirth,
blindness s not a hardship as in the
case of one stricken blind; thisman was
a type of the race in its evolution; he
had attained a certain stage of develop-
ment; still another faculty has to be
added “that the works of God may be
manifested in him.” We are all born
Iacking some important faculty, and its
development is the continual miracle of
life. Ho who is the Light of the Kos-
mos, the lifs, the health or salvation
(Ps. Ixvii: 2; Luke ii: 30) of the ruce,
and who dwells potenially in every
wan must be permitted toshine in our
henrts and give ihis iight. The night
cometly, when all growth is arrested.

March 3. John xi: 30-45 .

The auchor of ~Supernatural Reli
gion,” an English Churchmaa, declines
to characterise “the artistic narrative
of the raising of Lazarns, the greatest
wmiracle ascribed to Jesus, yet so sing
nlarly unknown to the other three
Evangelists. who. s0 readily repeating
the accounts of trifling cures, would
most certainly not have neglected this
had they ever heard of it.” (p. 177. 6th
Bd.) Lazarus, from Eleazar, Helped
of God, is evieuntly a typeof the buried
soul, and the interpretation must be
gpiritual, as verse 26, declaring that the
believer shall never die, cannot refer to
the body of Lazarus, else he were still
alive. Note the parallel between this
panative and that of the Crucifixion.
The Christ c:ies with a loud voice and
the stone is rolled away from the tomb
and he that heareth is unloosed from the
grave-bands forever.

Mavrch 10, Marlk x: 17-27,
The incident is related in Matt. xix.
and Luke xviii., also where the phrase,

verse 21, *“Take up thy cross,” as iu the
Revised Version is omitted, affording a

wood example of the additions frequent-
ly made. The idea of crucifixion had
nol, then been broached amonyg the dis.
ciples, and the young man, a stranger,
could not have understood the modern
iuterpretation. The phrase was sugges-
tive, however, in conuection with the
Egyvptian and other mysteries where the
jnitiation of the tau or cross was the
cousmmmation of the life of the disci-
ple-ascetic, who had sold everything and
given to the poor. It is significant that
on this one occasion upon which Jesus
is directly asked about the way tv salva-
tion he dees not give an answer at all
approaching the usual modern western
one, He disclaims any imerit in Him.
self, and enjoins not only strict obser-
vance of the whole law, but a further
sacrifice which would be looked
upon in the present day as good grounds
for cominital to aninsane asylum. But
no compromiseis permitted, and *«ough
Peter was aware of it and had so acted
the disciples ‘‘were astonished out of
measure.” Our astonishinent assnmes
the form of dispelief and disregard.
March 1Y Luke xix, 1-10,

The sycomore tree into which Zacchs-
us climbed was the Egyptian fig. and the
fig has ever been the symbol of mater-
ial, as the vine of spiritual things.
Adam after the Fall was clad with fig
leaves. Having climbed up to see the
Master, He who has coiue to seek and
to save that which was lost recogunizes
Zucensmus and otfers to abide with him.
Truly, the pressure is great when the
Master passes.

THE LOCAL BRANCH,

On 80th January a rcsolution was
adopted nem con., acquiescing in the
resolutions of Aryan T. S., expressive
of confidence in Mr. W. Q. dJudge, and
requesting him toretain his office. Vol-
awminous circul.:s, ete., from Mrs. Be-
sant, Mr. Keighticy, Col. Olcott. and
various branches have been read and
considered with respecs to this action.

On 20th January Mr. F, E. Titus was
by invitation at Hamilton and address-
ed a meeting in the Unitarian Church
there on *‘Theosophy.” Discussion en-
sued andmuch interest was aroused,
which, it is hoped, may result later in
the establishment of a DBraanch, Mr.
Titus was entertained at the house of
» .s. E. Rogers, of the Minneapolis

Branch, who read a paper on ‘Reiucar-
nation” in the same church on 2nd Feb-
rary.




