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would have the temcrity to declare that aiybody could stccr
througlh hidden and somctime's trcaclcrous obstacles without at
disaster ; yet, it iust bc conccdcd, t.hat, taking it for all in all, the
dental reformn mrvenc t in Canada lias bccn cxccptionailly suc-
ccssful. If wC have had failurcs, to wlom arc tlhcy duc ?
ouitc as mucli to the timid as to thc traitor. If wc havc
liad rem;arkable successes, to wlom arc thcy duc ? Surcly not
to the critics, whose sclrshncss was coiccntratcd in their own
personl gain ; but to men who made personal and professional
sacrilncs.nho cut off cvcn social cnjoyments and ncessary relaxa.
tion, that they iight scrvc their brcthiren. Gentlemen wlo scck
oicc nd anotoriety.and wlio use it for their own commercial profit,
and who are even: willing to expose thicir unfitness bcfore thicir
confreres for the collatcral advantagc the iotoricty may givc thcn
before the public, are happily few and far bctwccn. But as a gcn.
cral rulc, it is thcse yery parties who lavc gricvanccs, and who arc
Civious of the hiolors of office which fal to faitlhful and compectnt
workers. Put tliei into the positions for wliclh they lungcr, and
tlcy malkc tlinselves ridiculous, unlcss thîey hîavc the rare faculty
of evading discussion, or the tactful trick of silence.

Il Ontario and Quebec the profession has liad difliculties to
mîîeet of tic most provoking andil unrcasonable charactcr. Thic
disturbers of peacc and prospcrity, without a single exception, have
been distinguishcd for pure and unadulteratcd sclfislness of the
meanest sort. Tley have never co-operatcd witlh the disintcrested
labors of others, but they have displayed jcalousy, and occasionally
knavcry, in tleir bitterncss. TIley have not thc mnanliness to
accuse or attack to their faces those wlom tlcy dislike. If tley
have not the imprudence to slander thîcm to thcir patients, and as
discrectly as tlcy can to tlcir confrcres, tlieir vcry cunning, like
curscs and cliickens. " cones honc to roost," and tlcy arc forced
to swallow tleir own spleen. It is a miscrablc spirit to carry about
in one's life. The men who have laboreci for thc profession do
not care two figs for the fricndship of tlhc tag-rag and bob-tail
riff-raff, but tlcy have a riglt to expcct at lcast some magnan-
imity, if not actual hclp, from those wlo arc not included in this
category. Many of our best meni have no love for office. Cir-
cuinstances of poor healtlh, natural prcfcrencc for privacy ; perhaps
the viser idea, even if a bit mcrcenary, tlat to takc care of number
one is more profitable tlian caring for all the rcst of creation ;
thcsc influence thcm to avoid official responsibility. As a matter
of justice, thîey should remember tlat the men who labor in office
enable them to care more for their own interests, by doing duties
which are just as incumbcnt upon the retiring, as upon those who
pull the oars. If thcy do nothing, in face of those wlho are always
aiming to undo what has been donc, thcy might almost as wclt
£Io mischief openly,


