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‘ Posrace FreE.

Tors operation will require carly attention on the
part of the settler, and indecd should be a subject of
forethought before o single tree is folled. If thero be
a cedar or black ash swamp on the Jot, it will be wis-
dom to depend on it for a supply of fence timber. From
itsreadiness tosplit, its lightness avd durability, cedar
stands at the top of the list of fence woods, and when
it can be had, you necd  scck no further.” But itis
only in certain localitics that this valuable timber is
found, and in its absence, the next best choice mnust be
made. This is undoubtedly black ash. But itisoften
tho caso, that neither of these nre within reach, and
thea it will bo needful to select very carefully us the
process of chopping goes on, such trees as may answer
this important purpose. C*~-ze,, hickory, oak, clm,
bass-wood, &c., ™.y beconverted inlo rails, and all
clean, straighl.grained trees of suitable size should be
singled ~ut and set apart for feacing. They shounld be
cut up in logs of suitabloe length for splitting into rails
and stskes; the former being from cleven to twelve,
and tho latter from seven to nine feetlong. Theselogs
must bo ¢ butted off” as it is termed § i. ¢. the kerf or
chip is mado only on one side, the other being cut off
square as in chopping down a tree.  Whea tho clear-
ing is logged up, the fenco cuts must bo drawn to the
edges of tho clearing, and (o where division fences aro
intended to run. They will then bo where they aro
wanted when they como to be split into rails. Tho ex-
crelse of muc 2 judgment and skill isrequired in orderto
split timber economically into rails and stakes. With-
out this, a great deal of Iabour will be vainly expended,
and no little good tin bor wasted. Usually a log will
split bost from the small end. Some timber splits
roadily through tho beart, whiloin other cases, this
eannot he done, and picces must bo “alabbed off”’ as
jtis termod. A littlo experionco, and careful trinl of

different methods, will soon make the settler expertat
rail splitting. The best of the stake logs must be se-
lected for bar-posts.  Those from ten to twelve inches
in diameter will answer best for thispurpose. In split-
ting them, care must be taken to caleulate how many
posts a log will make. Ifit will make four it shonld
be split through the centre, and then by tracing or
starting it o little with the axe and beetle on the side,

AODE OF SPLITTING A 10G INTO FOUL TARTS.
the two halves may be spli. in two again the wide way,
as represented in the abuve fignre, When a log will
only make three parts, & slab should be taken off each
side, in the manner shown by the subjuined figure. The

LODE OF STIITTING A LOG INTO THRL) PARTS.

split should be started carefully with the axo and
beetle from the end, and the course of the opening
directed on the sides of the Jog as the wedges are
driven into the end. Without such pre~autions, a post
will often be spoiled by the split running out.

Rails, stakes, and posts being in readiness, the next
thing will be to put up tho fence. This i< usnally done
in the worm, or zig-zag stylo. Straight fencesinvolvo
moro labour, and where both land and timber are
abundant, the zig-zag plan is preferable. Fences are
often mado in a very slovenly manner. IFrom want of
care in buildiz:g they are frequently to be met with in
a shaky, toppling, tumble-down condition. The pro-
per worm or crook has not been given,—the railshave
not heen laid securely,—and the fenco is not perpen-
dicular. Itis a very common funlt to leave them
without &ny protection at tho corners, when they are
easily thrown down by cattle, colts, or tho wind. Many
cattlo are taught breachiness by theinsufliciency of the
fepces. Stakes and riders should always be deemed
indispensible. When tho stakes are fixed at the fence
coraers, they project some two feet boyond tho fenco
and 8o tako up considerablo room. Itis belter to put
tho stakes upright at tho corners and connect ench pair
at the top by means of o withe, a cap with two inch
auger holes through it, or a loop of annealed wire.
Another plan consists in placing the riders (for which
two long poles stretching over two or three pancls
aro best), in nstraight lino on the top and atthe centro
of tho fence, and then placing upright stakes in cach
inper cornerbotween the rider aud the fence, the lower
end simply resting on the ground, and tho other wedg-

ing closely between the top rail and the riders.

The accompanying figureg, showing o ground plan
of the several styles of fence will explain these dirce-
tions, and make the mode of canstruction piala.
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Fig. 1 represents the simplo zig-zag feuco, a8 seen
tao often on carelessly kept domains, without stakes or
riders.

Fig. 2 is the common “staked and ridered” fence,
well-braced and strong, but taking up too much land.

Fig. 3 is a better motbod, baving upright stakes
placed at the opposite corners, which are held together
by a withe, cap, or loop of wire.

Fig. 4 is like the last, but better, because tho stakes
aro put in tho acule corners, and so keep their places
and brace the fence moroe firmly.

Fig. 5 shows tho method Jast suggested, and which,
though not perhaps the neatest, is by far tho most
secure of the plans described.

It is very necessary to set the fence corners on
blocks of stone or wood, so as to keep them well up
from the ground, and securo their lasting as long as
possible. In order to keep the fence straight, 2 num-
ber of small, thin stakes must be set in a line, whero
tbe middle of the fence is to come. The length of tho
rails will determine the amount of worm or crook to
be given. Itisbetter to give a fence too much than
too little. Old settlers recommend peeling the rails
and poles if practicable, as a fenco lasts much longer
when this is dono. ’

Sometimes a wretchied apology fora fenco is made
with brush, a practico which cannot boe too strongly
condemned. It soon rots, and breaches aro easily
made through it,—~besides, it is in constant danger of
taking fire. A device sometimesresorted to, is the log

or pole fence. Where easy splitting timber is scarco,



