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The Hield,

A Bad Variety of Spring Wheat.

One of the most prominent mMers in the County
of Wellington has called our attention, rather late
we fear to have much inflvence on this year'sseeding,
to the fact that a very infertor species of spring whest
is being raised in his section of the country, tie
cuitivation of which it is very desirable tho farmews
should be persuaded to abandon. 1t 13 known .4 the
¢ Red Chaff Spring \Wheat,” Owing to its having
been but recently introducel, it is not as yet very
widely diffused. Indeed, it 1s only since last harvast
that much of it has-come wmto the market, except
for sced. It has already become pretty well known
ts millers, bakers and grain-buyers, who are unani-
mous in the resolve to avwmid it as completely as
possible, ANl who have givenat a trial pronounce 1t
the worst vancty of spring wheat that has ever been
cultivated in Canada. No miller who is acquaintea
with it will purchase 1t, except at a great reduction
in prics below what the Glasgow or Fyfe vanety will
bring, as it injures tho appearance and depreciates
tho value of any brand of flour which it may bo uscd
to make. DBakers complan that the flous made from
tho wheat in question runs hke that made from
sprouted wheat, and has no strength or sponging
qality in it The cultivation of such an iaferior
& un will not only sonously lessen the profits of
t 030 who grow it, but tend to injure the reputation
« Canadian wheat and flonr We would therefors
L ot those who are already raising this :nferior wheat
12 desiat from doing s0, and would at th,, same time
warn others to beware of it, and to give it & good
letting alone.

It is marvellous how incautious many farmers are
about the kind of seed they sow. Every consideration
applicablo to the subject arges them to.**get the best,”
and to usc none other, Yet often for the merc sake
of novelty, or to save a trifling amount of trouble and
expense, they will procure and sow what is inferior
or worthless. We can quite understand the- desir
ableness of a chango of seed wheat every two or three
years, owing to the tendency of.grain grown on the
same land year after year to ““run out,” as farmers
express it.  But-it 1s not needful to-change the
variety, nor isit well to do so unless one equally
good or better can he had.  If sced be obtained occa~
sionally from a distant locality, where the sl and

chmate are somewhat different, thiere will be no
ground for complant of loss of vitality and dimnu-
tion of value from the continued uss of a particular
sort. This can casily be accomphshed at no-great
-oxpense by dealing with a respectable snd responsible
secdsman  But 30 long as farmers are content to run
for aced to theiwr next-door neighbor, just because
1t is ** handy,” we may expect to. hear of deteriora.
tion of old varieties, and imposition and disappoint-
ment 1 connection with new ones, The Fyfo wheat
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is undoubtedly the most valuable variety of spring
wheat grown in this country, and may be kept up to
the mark in the way suggested. Weare by no means
ogposed to the introduction of new vaneties, but
they should be carefully tested before they are
grown to any oxtent. For want of this, & consider-
able number of tho farmers in Central Wellington
will sustain serions loss on their s ring wheat crop,
millers and others will be snbjectc\g to inconvemence,
and a great deal of trouble and expenss will be re-

uired to root out what 1t would have been far better
should never have been rooted in.

Potato Culture and Discase,

The value of the potato crop to many a farmer, and
the loss and hardship which attend its failure by
diseaso or otherwise, we plead for roverting to the
subject. Last week we made a few extracts from a
valuable pamphlet, recently published by Charles
Dimmick, nurseryman, Ryde, Isle of Wight, on * Po-
tato Disease and its Prevention,” commented favora-
bly on it 80 far as time and space permitted, and
recommended its perusal by farmers and gardeners.
Since thon the little work has heen favorably re-
viewed in the columns of several contemporaries.
Our author asserts that the tendency to disease in the
potatos largely due to a weakened constitution in
the tubers. This 15 very likely. At any rate there
can be no question we have not properly studied the
desirability of maintaining the vitality of the potato.
Nor have we kept sufficiently in mind that this escu-
lent is a native of & finer climate than ours. Not

that we can materially mend the defccts of climate: | har

but if the origin of the plant had been studiously re-
memberad, the treatment might -have been more in
accordance with the necessities of the case.

Potatoes -entirely diseass proof there may be,
though we are not sanguine of such being discovered,
but this much we are convinced can bo accomphshed
—viz., that by more careful treatment the evils of
discase may be ,%)mtly .alleviated. Mr Dimmick
complains reasonably of the method of storing the
secd, of stowing them up in large heaps, 30 that they
are encouraged to spront as soon as vegotation sets in.
Then comes the rubbing off of the sprouts, which
wenkens the seed . to an extent . 1o all appearance im-
Perfect]y realized. Not only the storing but the se-
ection of the seed is_ of great importance. The seed
should be chosen when the cropis bemng dug, and
medium-sized tubers, fully ripened, ought to be se-
lected.  The. picked potatoes muat carefully
handled, and special storing provision made. Mr.
Dimmick lays great atress on.this_pomt, remarking
that.on every .farm or garden where potatoes are
§mwn a potato house isas necessary as a garner or
ruit-room My -potato-house,” he says, *‘ which
has been in use uearly twenty years, is 20 feet long
and 12 feet wiae and it will accommodate: about 60
bushels of potats = At the sides and ends are racks,
the shelves of wl % are formed - of atrips such as are
used by Luilders > slate strips. TE: strips are
nailed on, a little distance a)iarb toallow passage for
awr, yet not wide enough to let the amallest-sized po-

to pass through. This will help to green and har-
den the tubers, and. hinder them from growing out
too much before the planting scason arrives.” “The
potatoes are placed on the shelves in singls file, and

tho walls of the house may be built of mossor stores, -

but must be thick enough'to keep out frost. Where
very large quantitics are grown the syetom of housing
all the seed over' winter could not bo -easily earriec

lintocflect, Bubatjmight be dono as far as pornible. acid
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special field storing bestowed on the remainder. The
essentials, we are told, in stoning seed potatoes are—
?) They should be keﬁt dry ; (2) they should be kept
reo from frost, (3) they should not be kept in the
dark , (4) they should have plenty of air in mild
weather. .

Too much attention cannot bo given, and more
should be devoted, to the chorco of those varieties
which have been found to remst the discase most
successfully. Theso nced aot be cxclusively, but
principally grown. There is fortunately not discaso
svery year toward off. In Scotland, Paterson’s Vic-
toria Regents have come through the last few trying

ears with less scatho than any other variety. We

ave recently had extensive opportunities of ascer-
taining the varieties on which the scourge made least
impression in different districts of Scotland, and in
almost, if not cvery case tho variety named yiclded
by far the largest proportion of safo tubers. . Insome
cases Rocks stood next, while Blues, a favorite potato,
proved very susceptible of disease. Such facts as
these ought not to be lost sight of. .

Planting 1s the next important consideration. The
dnestsoil about tho farm,as mostly every farmerknows
and practises, ought to be put under potatoes, Com.

aratavely light land suits best, if it is in good hear.

he planting of potatoes with very stimulating - man-
uresnewly applied 1s objectionable for the constitution
of the tuber.  On this matter Mr. Dimmick says :—
** The best of all land for the purpose 1s such as was
manured for other crops the previous year, and if it
be good 1t 1s far better not to add any fresh manure;
but 1f manure .be really necexary, letit be such as
the root can feed upon, without being unnaturally
stimvlated. Just as light, nourishing food is the
¢ fora man whois enfecbled by discase, so are
hght, nounishing manures best for the potato in its
enfecbled condition.” Early plan tmils commendable.
In the finer climates March is the best .time, but
colder parts of the country Aprilis early enough
The seed, 1f not deposited early, fis much weakened
by sprouting and rubbing off of the sprouts, The
first shoots should be preserved. Tho seed, we are
told, onght on no acconnt to be cut, cuttun, mvolves
a waste of the substance and vigor of-the plant.
Whole sets are advocated, and if the tubers show
maoy shoots, the sced may be placed rather farther
apart. It is, says thoanthoralraady quoted *con-
trary to nature to cut potato seed, because the tubers
when whole form a sto.c of aliment enclosed in its
own skin; it is therefore specully better for the
health- of the potato not to cut it.” While many
farmers are careful about the nature of the seed they
plant, we koow many stand i their_own ‘light by
selecting the amall and weak scts. It is a mistake
either to depend on the amalicst tubers whole, .or
larger ones cat 1to too many pieces.

Xﬁ;tam for sced should neither be d b_c:;)re they

ter ma-.

are ripe, nor allowed tc remain in the d

turity hasbeen reached.  Just as in the case of many
other crops,:f the tubers are left.at'the atem after
they ripen, mjury to the conatitution of the plant is
apt to be sustaned. Why should not every-grower
be as wztchfal to'secure thus esculent when 1t 18 ripe
as farmers aro their grain crops when they arnve at
maturity?! To cope ay successfully: as is, in the cir-
camstances, possible with the ‘discase, we would ad-
vise growers to sclect the strongest. seed, proserve it
till the date of gl;mting as. carefully as opportumties
admit, plant tho varieties, such as- those .named,
which have been found to offer the groatest remstance
to the disease, choose dry, -warm a0il, 1n good man.
nrial condition, plant early.and seasonably, and‘er:
deavor to dig- when the. fubes- are fully matarcd. —
North British Agriculiurisf, ‘
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