
I00 BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.
GOL, SILVER, LEAD, COPPER, COAL, COKE, Olt, IRON, MERCURY, PLATINUM, ETC

The Mines of British Columbia Have Produced Over
$i112,000,000.

AMOUNT AND VALUE OF MATERIALS PRODUCED 1896 ANI) 1897.

Gold Placer -
" Quartz -

Silver -
Copper - - -

Lead - -

Coal
Coke - -

Other Materiais

Cistomary
Measures.

J 1896.

Quantlty. Value.

27,201 S 544,026
62,259 1,244,180

3,135,343 2,100,689
3,818,55G . 190,926

24,199,977 721,384
846,235 2,327,145

615 3,075
- - 15.00)

7,146,425

1897.

Quantity. Value.

25,676 S 513,520
106,141 2,122,820'

5,472,971 3,272,836
5,325,180 266,258

38,841,135 1,390,517
882,854 2,648,562

17,832 89,155
- - 151,600

$10,455,268

Produetion for 1890, 52,608,608; for 1S96, S7,146,425: for 1897, S10,456,268.

GOLD.
Gold-bearinîg Iodes are now being prospected it nmany parts

of the Province, and at Rossland magnifcent Ore-chutes of very
rofitable gold-copper ore are being mined and snelted. te Le
à hsavinig paid to date 7.23,000 in diviaends. vith a large and lu-

creasing amotnt of ore lit sight as the voîrkings attauin greiaer
deptih. while systemaaticdevelopment on other properties 6 ineet-
ing twith excellent results, mining haivinig just fairly begun li
tis camp. Little doubt cat b2 entertalined that ltossland will
becone a heavy producer of gold. and tiat excellent propertie%.
nov only awalt suflielent and abuandant capital to become pay-
iîzg mines, to further aid In wiici the faelities for cheaiper
transportation and smeltinr aire being now supplied. At Nel; on
and ait Pairview. Camp Mlchiney. Greenwood, centrail and t lier
campa In the southerni part of Yale. important vork is beCing
done on the quartz ledges there, several niew mills being utder
erection.

Exploratory work has also becn lit nrogress ln East Kootenay
anid l LilIooet. Alberni. and oit tbe Guif Islands and along tu
coast line of the Mainland. as wvell as in other parts of the
Province.

In Carlboo several large undertakings. involving a large
amount of capital, are ait work explorintg both modlern and
ancient river channels. the Cairiboo I ydraulle Mining Company,

.nî the Quesnelle river. proving. on development, to have in a
channtel of the latter kind a great deposit of exceptional rich-
ness. wile other parts of tiis district now offer every induce-
ment to capital.

nlto Casslar, Omineca,aid the great arca to thc nortias well
as Cariboo, there now promises to be a greatexodus of explorers.
excited by rich digginigs now being mined lit the Yukon as oit the
Klondike. to the north. and rivers and creeks long reported to bc
;old bearing will now bc made accessible, and well tested.

SILVER.LEAD.
Despite tbe drop in the price of silver. the Slocan mines arc

being much more extensively worked, while the sit(pmotnts of
iilt-grade ore are constantly Inercasing. The production for

197 ias much exceeded that of 1896. as such mines as the Payne,
Ruth, Vhiitewater and other mines increased their output.

At Nelson, the Silver King or Hall mines aro siipilng con-
stalntly a large amousnt of silver-copner ore, and lte Lardeau,
Trout Lake, Illicillowaet distrlcts. on hirtier explnrattionît prom-
Ise tobecome rich. In East Kootenay large bodies of sIlver-ead
ore will bo mined on completion of the railroads now under con.
struction.

COPPER.
Copper Is being produced to a limited extent nt Itossland and

Nelson, but %he largo de osits of at present low-grado ore in
the Boundary Crck distr.r.t will be fully tested when the rail-
road, now ulmao3t assured, Is constructed. Prospecting Is boug
dono at Kamloops, along the west coast of the b1ainland -, .'

Vancouver Island, as well lais at niany other points, and T, 94
producintg bigi-grade bornite ore.

COAL AND COKE.

The large collieries on Vancouver Island aire prouclitg about
a rnillion tons of coal aninually. and at Comuox att excellent coke
is ntow beingi produced. ttelh of whilh Is shitpuped to the inland
steiter.-. The great deposits of coking coal it Eaist Kootenay,
at the Crow's Nest Pass. are ntow leintg opened. tas the C. P. IL is
nw bentg butilt to the Columbia River tu supply the great imin-
lng regions with chteap coaland coke.

SMELTERS AND RA'LRIOADS.

'Tlie smelting Industry is naow beginnintg to assume large pro-
nortlions. as preparatlons are belng made to treat the ores of tids
P 'rovinice withii ier .wnt borders. a nost important factor in the
inereasitg îprosperity of this cotntry. entaling as it does. and
will. tie eiuilpymient of mutttcha caplial and many meat. The ex-

tlenston of the raLilroad systems ti difTerent parts ls tnow in prom-
res.s, and the next feiw vears vill see n yaaaa' plarts it wihlei the
prospects fur good mining are excellent made easy of access.
wiale ores cal be sipped ithl faitIliy t4 the smnelting centers.
wiere the assenbling of the various interfluxintg ores will make
posible the treatnent of ail British Colunbia ures at home.

CAPITAL.

Capital c:m now find iere excellent and many opportunities
for investnent, if prper butsliess caire and the experience of
qialfled mens aire utîlized,. as the values plaeod on mines and un-
developed properties iave reached a reasonable basis.

flINERAL LANDS.

Mineral lands are open to location to any porson over cigh-
teeat years of age, who lias obtained a frec mitner's certificate. and
perfect title to lode claims caa be easily sectared after S'00 worth
of work, has been donle per clain. A great extent of territory ias
yet tbe prospected.

YUKON GOLD FIELDS.

As the Klondike nnd other gold fields in the Yukon in British
tcrritory aire reachied nostly via British Columbia. all supplies
and outtits obtained at Victoria. Vancouver. Aslhcroft, Kamloops.
etc.. can b taiken In free of duty. wlalcit otherwise vill have to
be paild if not purchased li Canada.

For information, Reports, Bulletins, etc., r.ddress

PROVINCIAL rIlNERALOGIST,

Department of Mines,
VICTORIA, B C.

The <ION. JAMES BAKER,

Minister of Mines,
VICTORIA, B. C.


