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BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

PROVINCE OF BRITISH GOLUMBIA.

GOLD, SILVER, LEAD, COPPER, GOAL, COKE, OIL, IRON, MERGURY, PLATINUM, ETC,

. —

The Mines of British Columbia Have Produced Over
$112,000,000.

AMOUNT AND VALUE OF MATERIALS PRODUCED 1896 AND 1897.

1896. 1897.

Customary

Measures.
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value.
Gold Placer - - !Oz. - - 27,201 |' S 544,026 25676 | S 513,5%
¢ Quartz - - iO?.. - - 62,269 1,244,180 106,141 2,122,820°
Silver - - - lOz. - - 3,135,343 2,100,689 5,472,971 3,272,836
Copper - - - Lbs., - - 3,818,556 §. 190,926 5,325,180 206,258
Lead - - = JLbs. - - 24190977 |' 721,384 | 38,841,135 1,300,517
Coal - - - g’l‘ons - 846,235 2,327,145 882,854 2,648,562
Coke - - - - Tons - - 615 3,075 17,832 89,155
Other Materials - - - - 15,000 - - 151,600
£7,146,425 510,455,268

Production for 1890, $2,608,608 ; for 1896, §7,146,425 : for 1897, $10,456,208.

GOLD.

Gold-bearing lodes are now belng prospected in many parts
of the Provinee, and at Rossland magnificent ore-chutes of very
yrofituble gold-copper ore are belng mined and smelted, the 1e
ol having paid to date #0235,000 in dividends, with a large and in-
creasing amount of ore in slght as the workings attaln greater
depth, while systematicdevelopment on other properties is meet-
ing with excellent results, mining having just falrly begun tn
this camp. Little doubt can bz entertained that Rossland will
become u heavy producer of gold, and that excellent properties
now only await sufficient and abundant capital to becomo pay-
ing miues, to further aid in which the facilities for cheaper
transportation and smelting are being now supplied. At Nc'son
and at Fairview. Camp Mchinncy. Greenwood, Central and other
cemps in the southern part of Yule, important work is being
doncion the quartz ledges there, severial new mills betng ander
erection.

Exploratory work has also been in progress in Eust Kootenay
and in Lillooct. Albernt, and on the Gulf Islands and along the
coast ling of the Maluland. as well us in other parts of tho
Province.

In Carlboo several large undertakings. involving n large
amount of capital, arc at work exploring both modern and
ancient river channels. the Cartboo ldydraullc Mining Company,
-on the Quesncile river, proving. on_deveclopment, to have in a
channel of the latter Kind & great deposit of exceptional rich-
ness. while other parts of this district now offer cvery induce-
ment to capital.

Into Casslar, Omineca, and the {:)rcnt, avrea to the north, aswell
as Cariboo, there now promiscs to be u great exodus of explorers,
oxclited by rich diggings now belng mined in the Yukon as on the
Klondike, to the north, and rivers and crecks long reported to be
5;0ld beuring will now be made aceessible, und well tested.

SILVER-LEAD.

Despite thedrop in the price of silver, the Slocan mines are
being much more extensively worked, while the shipments of
high-grado ore aro constantly fncreasing. The production for
197 has much excecded that of 1836, as such mincs as the Payne,
Ruth, Whitewater and other mines increcased thefr outpat.

At Nelson, the Silver King or Hall mines are shipping con-
stantly a la amount of silvcr-copger ore, and the Lardean,
Trout Lake, lllicillowact districts. on further exploration prom-
ise to ‘becomo rich. In East Kootonay large bodies of silver-lead
ore will bo mined on completion of the railroads now under con.

struction,
COPPER. .

Copper is being produced to n limited extent at Rosslund and
Nelson, but tho large doposlt.s of nt present low-grado ore in
tho Boundary Creck district will bo fully tested when the rail-
road, now almost assured, Is constructed. Prospecting 18 belng
dono at Kamloops, along thc west coast of the Aainland ' o7
Vancouver Island, as well as at many other points, and T (L}
producing high-grade boruitc ore.

COAL AND COKE.

The large collieries on Vancouver Island are producing about
a million tons of ¢oal aunually. and at Comox an excellent coke
is now being produced. much of which s shipped to the Inlund
smelters. The great deposits of coking coal in East Kootcnu{.
at tho Crow’s Nest Pass. are now being opened. ns the €. £, . 1s
aow belng built to the Columbin River to supply the grent min-
ing regions with cheap conl'and coke.

SMELTERS AND RA’LROADS.

‘I'he smelting Industry is now beginning to assume large pro-
?ortlous. as preparations are being mude to treat the orves of this
’rovinee within her cwn borders. a1 most important factor in the
Increasing prosperlty of this country. eutaiting as it does. and
will, the cml)loymcm. of much capital and many men. The ex-
ienston of the ralirond systems to different parts is now In prog-
ress, and the next few yeurs will sce mang narts in which the
prospects for good minlng are excellont miade easy of aceess.
while ores cun be shipped with facility to the smeltfng centers,
where the assembling of the various interfluxing ores will make
possible the treatment of all British Columbiu ores at home.

CAPITAL.

apital can now find here excellent and many opportunitics

for investment, if proper business care and the experlence of

3lmllﬁcd men are utilized. as tho values placed on mines and un-
oveloped properties have reached a reasonuble Lasis.

TMINERAL LANDS.

Mincral lands are open to locatlon to any person aver cigh-
teen years of age, who has obtained a free miner's certificnte. and
perfect title to lode clalins can be easily secured after 3500 worth
of work has been done per claim. A great extent of territory has
yet to be prospected.

YUKON GOLD FIELI')S.
As the Klondike and other gold ficlds in the Yukon in British
territory are reichicd mostly via_British Columbia, all supplies
and outfits obtained at Victoria, Vancouver, Asheroft. ILamloops,

cte.. can be taken in free of duty. which otherwise will have to
be paid if not purchased in Canada.

For information, Reports, Bulletins, otc., nddress
PROVINCIAL NINERALOGIST,

Department of Mines,
VICTORIA, B C.

The HON. JAMES BAKER,
Ministar of Mines,
VIGTORIA, B. C.



