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Tais year however all the drones were killed. f
‘::t in one day, only a few at a time. This,
N ¥, was owing to food being short on account
Yeo.r,e favages of Sphinx atropos eatlier in the

v ?:"?:"ﬁnce of climat.e maost likely acccuats for
ing nOt'lhe dranes beiong pel:fectly lazy, collect-
q“‘htit honey, and consuming & considerab'e
t ¥, would in England help to exhaust the
the , before spring, and hence greatly endanger
ty ina;,ce of the colony surviving the winter;
foup, ladagascar the bees work altte year
o :ﬂlhcut intermission—except, perhaps, &

ere i W0 at most in Imerina—consequently
tign,, ‘“0 such danger, for they even find suffi-
m%th;"d to {aise brood during the winrer
Of Jag, Onlly in one month during the whole
% pO:‘?al' did I notice the hives without broo},
n 5.vs'lbly there may have been some then for
Wity mo‘“&' the colonies at that time in hives
Cengy ‘:“ble frames, I could not examine the
- » ®here in all probability it would have
_droueg he fact of the bees keeping their uscless
hl'ee inif‘er the swarming season was past, and
'°°0n<; mere, would, one would think, point to
h"’oi ca Swarmiug season in countries where
bavg he\-n be raised all the year round; yet I
LY t}?t seen or hearl of such a thing here—
Oy, €80 bees seldom swarm at all unless
Bay, Elit 3 room. I have now two hives that
Wag ingy Swarin-d for three seasons ; but one that
oy, tsman native water pot, and full to the
iR gpg " hrew g very large swarm and four casts
Yo, Season, which weakened it to such an ex.
Hilj, ‘at, eventually losing its queen during fer-
thepy oo it died out. I watched it to see if
by the g?e any fertile workera, which I found to
to th 8¢. These fertile workers are supposed
Cells, 08¢ which bave been bred near the royal
lm"\lnt bave inadvertently obtained a smal
buy the of the royal food during the larva stage.
thr)se 0’; d“e"el' preduce the eggs of workers, only
Xtine o Tones, and cannot save a colony from
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Foul Broog And Forelgn Bees.
}gi following extract from the series
N ‘h:glcnes appearing monthly in
4y § - J. on “Development in the
vawy €e,” by Mr. R. A. H. Grim-
p‘ew, a‘;lpe{rs in the Bee Keepers Re-
sl:]b.lishe 4 English publication, and is

bleet as throwing some light in the
» ! the spresd of foul brood in

5
thy Dlngg (.
h,g'%ndzmlng the above I have discovered
torg; qgfe drones in two of my hives which
ens.

rtile

Englar;d, by the introduction of Foreign
bees :

“Whilst on the subject of the results amongst
our bees ot the admixture of foreign blood, we
cannot close our eyes to the singular coincidence,
to say the least of it, that before the importation
of Iialian and other bees the disease known ag
foul brood is not recorded in this country, so far
as I can find (and I first got the idea of this
fact from Mr. Hooker). The only serious
disease that troubled th: British skep-man
was dysentery, until improved hives and im-
proved bees (!) came into vogue. Foul brood
was known, however, on the Continest, for in
1848 Dzierz>n lost nearly the whole of his 500

colonies by the pest, and from 1770 to 1780

(according to Della Rocca) an epidemic raged
amongst the hives in the island of Byros, nearly
annihilating all the bees. We have it since we
began importing; we had it not before that
time; and this significant fact, coupled with
the knowledge that our Contirental brethren
were tronbled with the disease amongst their
bees, goes very far to support the theary that it
was imported with imported bees, which were,
of course, crossed with our own, and that these
bees transmitted to their progeny, perhaps for
all time, a tendency to succumb to the attacks
of their microscopic enemies.

‘I look at the foul-brood question precisely as
I look at those human or ammal diseases which
are the result of, or the accompanment to,
attacks by bacteria or bacilli. Diseases caused
by spores or germs of bacilli are very often re-
sisted by animals which bave such a peculiar
condition of the blood that the psthogenic germs
effecting an entrance into the veins, or into
ihe alimentary canal, are dealt with eeriutim.
Myriads of minute white bodies, swarming in
the healthy blood, rush to heal up wounds and
bleck up with their dead remaius, glued to-
gether, every possible aperture likely to afford
ingress to the marauding disease germs which
wou!d almost seem to be waiting for such an
opening. When these fiad entrance the vigorous
white bodies wrap themselves round the germs,
rendering them innocuous, and carry them to
where they may be cast forth, along w.th the
gelf-sucrificing encystment, from the animal
autacked. Should, however, the blood of the
animal be go poor in these minute white bodies
that they are neither numerous enough nor
vigorous enough to keep up the defence of the
citadel, each attacking soldier being seized by a.
defender, the gateway is passed, and the disease
germs ia such & suitable fluid medium mu'tiply-
at so marvellously rapid a rate, the blood soon.
teems with them. Fever ac:ompanies their



