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EXTNCTION OF AMERICAN AAIMALS..

Mr. Ernest Ingersoll, in a paper just published by the Armerican Geo-graphical Society, makes a startling record of the extinction of ivild animalsfrom this continent by the settlement of the country. Much of this la-mentable decrease of animal life was unavoidable. lut Mr. Ingersol doeswell to descant upon the ruthless vaste of one of our inost valuable i e-sources. Only twenty-five years Fgo the great plains were covered withbuffaloes, and Mr. Ingersoll says: "I myself have seen steamboats haltedon the Upper missouri by swimmiug bands of the finest of wild cattle."But the extension of the Pacifie railways has been made the occasion of aneedless exterminatiou of them. The elk, moose and deer have suffered asimilar fate, until now it is said that the elk, which eight years ago wereseen in thousands on the plains of the Sweetwater and in the Wind River11 ountains, have practical y been driven to their last refuge in the SouthernRocky Mountain plateau.
Mr. Ingersoll shows that this baleful disturbance in the natural order ofanimal life is not limited to the land alone. Seals, which once disported inthe Atlantic surf along this coast southward to Cape May, have retired tothe Newfoundland or Labrador coast. The habitat of the oyster on ourAtlantic coast has seriouely decreased. The feathered tribes, especialy theprairie chicken, the wild turkey, ducks and all gaine birds, have been sadlydepleted, and still the slaughter goes on almost unchecked.
Mr. Ingersoll suggests that an arrest might be put upon this uncalled fordestruction by making and enforcing "a law which should permit so-caliedsport to be indulged mn only by a selected few who had proved their capa-city for common sense and self-restraint.-y. Y. Heraid.

THE NICARAGUAN FOOTPRINTS.
Geological students wiil remember, says the London Times, that lastyear much interest was caused by the announcement that human footprintshad been discovered imù the solid rock i a quarry over Lake Managua, ithe terzitory of Nicaragua. The interest ras increased by the statementthat those footprints hau been overlaid by eleveà different layers of stone,extending to a depth of four meters. This seemed to indicate an antiquityfor our race quite transcending all conjectures hitherto hazarded. AnAustriin gentleman, Herr H. E. Low, has obtained and forwarded to theImperial Museum in Vienna, twelve large stone slabs bearing those foot-primts. They are about three-quarters of a meter square, and weigh alto-


