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A (ilimpse of Hlimself
(By Margaret E. Sangster, in 'Christian

Herald.')

The day had beerr unusuilly tryiftg, aud
lirs. Elmore was very tlred wlien at st
se liad tucked lier babies iute b.d and
seen. Brldget walk dewn the. street for lier
evening call on the sister wlio liv'ed just
around the. corner- lirs. Elmeore turued
up tiie lamp sud laid tiie uew paper invit-
ingly uppermost ou the. pile of papers and
iuagaziiu-s, wbjicli she hoped would texupt
lier husband te read soething aloud for
lier eutertairimnt. Bier own evening wenh
was laid out iu a baskLet, whicli overflowed
witli stockings te mend, with litti. aprons,
freaksansd treusers ini ueed of repairs, sund
with the new gown which she was by de-
grees evolving for lierseif troin two haIt-
worn eues. Everybody's basket. ef work
is fulfl, os mothers know, but lira. El-
mone's wss over-full, for ah. had a large
famnily sud wis a scrupulously zieat hoeue-
keeper, whio liad never acquired the art ef
sliglitiug a single thig lu the day's rou-
tine. Oftexn ot late aie liad been aware of
semnething naw in lier exjeeiice-a sense
o f luneliniess sud depresaion sucli as alie

hdneyer feit befere, snd lier nerves5,
hitherto se &rm, had grown unsteady.
Wliat she needed was reet aud a break, a
chance te drap lier work for a little while;
but if ever ehe thouglit about -this, the~
pessibility was se reniete that ah. brave1y
put the. Idef out of ber mind as not te b.

:slie did cevet, aud that ahe
ingly deprived ot-tii. pies-
band's eeaiety i the even-

Rimoe was s good citizein, .

ian eit hie trade, sud a good
his home. When they were

1, he sud Mary were constantly
)theer, but gradually a change
xu paee. 8h. was occupied
re of lier little group et sous
-ers. aIl close torether like

moe.s gaz. went back ever thie past
twelve montb.s. Ber selitary eveitngs,
lier incessant housewerk, the. babies Up-
stairs, the. baby tlist was coming, and it
was overwhelming-tlie feeling that lier
geod times were passed, and this liard lits
was te go on ferever.

In the~ midst ef lier tears tliere was a
kneck at the. door, sud Mary never heard
it. Tiie visiter wsited a second, turned tiie
hkueb and camne iu. It was Johnu'& Aunt
Pliebe, a grant friend ef tiie famiiy, aud
]Rary's particular ally and lielper.

'Why, Mary"' she exclaixued. ' IWhy,
N1iary:,

'lin-Auint Phebe!'
'Wliat la it, dear? Tell me?'
IA headache,' stammered lirs, Elmore.
'Nounsense!' said Aunt, Phebe. 'People

cx y themaelvp% into headacbes, rot ever
tŽe.Tell me what lias iiappened?'

,Inideed, Aumty, 1 have notliug ta tell,'
answered the. wife, tee loyal te cenplain
of lier lord. Il waa tiredl sud melauchely,
aud tiie blues get tii. better of mie. l'i
glad yen camle in.'

'Se arn 1,' declared lier aunt; lard nowv
tliat l'mi iera 1'11 just sit awliule, sud if
yeni are tired out you go te bied. Johin's
am the, club, I pras-umaý, and won't be back
tili miniuglt. Lucy Aune will stop witli
me ulien lier Browning Class lias finilied
its sesýsion, sud lu tiie meantime l'Il amnuse
mys-eit.'

lira. Elmore yielded. She was in ne
moed te converse, sud, indeed. felt tee i11
te b. company fer any ene. Sh. went te
lier reem, and seen, m.rcifully, slept the
deap sleep of exhane-tion,

Wb.un, at tii. stroke of twelve, Johin El-
more came home, lie was amiaz.d te sea
ri briglit light stillinl the. parler, it net
beiug Mary's habit te sit mip for hlm. Be
tiptoed up the. garden walk, and was sur-
prised at that iieur to se. Aunt Piiebe aud
lier daugliter calmly establislied there,
deep iu ceuversation. Ne Mary was visi-
ble. John was about te epen the door aud
enter when lie heard his own naine, aud
waa rtrrested witli tiie sur-prise eue natur-
raly fe-?ls; wheu lie learýs himneoit dlscussed.

Aunt Pliebe was talking lu a lew volce,
but. lier toes wex e enihtic.

'li serry, Lucy Aie, but I'mnot go-

John softly stepped round the. corner cd
thie porcli tUn lis relativeswere eut et
siglit. Re baid lieard seine rather plain
truth, aud lie was whlesomely wounded.
Ail the~ aveniug he had liadt an uueasy
seuse ef meuness, lu leaving his wif e
allone te speud lier wedding evaulng. New
hae perceivad liow lie looked tlireugii Aunt
Plieb.'s eyes.,

Il ain, a selftshli brute!' lie xnuttered, as
lie weiit upstairs lu his stockinged feet.

M ariy w as asleep sud did net stir. BRer
hiusbanid looked at lier. Thore were hol-
Io ws lu thea cbeeks iat badl been se round,
end silver threads were shewiug lu the
dai 1 brown liair. lier face had the griev-
ed look that a child wears wiien she lias
sobbedl herseif iute draamland. A sharp
coxupunction pricked John's iiaart. tU
tried te undress very tii"ty, and lu the.
effort mnade consîdarable noise. Be drep-
jýed the. lair-brusli on the fleor sud ILnock-
ed ever a chair lu tiie endeavor te be per-
tectly stiil.

Mary aweke. 'Tliat yen, Johin?'
'Yes, Molly.'
'It's most mnorning, isu't if?'
'l'i atisid se, Mary. But,' aud the big

Nindi stele tenkderly untier the cover aud
took liera, which lay lu Ma uniresisting,
but with ne raturuing pressure. 'linx
as-hained of myself, aud 1 beg your pardon,
deareat. l'va made up miy mind te resigu
froim tii. club. MaUrried inu ouglit net
te carry ita burdena. I'ui geing te turui
c-ver, a uew lest aud be witli yeu mnore
and-lLary-I'm sorry.'

'I)oei't siy another word, john,.'
Two arins were arouud lis neck, a sft

clieek %vas laid agaluat is. Mary fergave
hini ou the spot. Ha did net tell lier wh-at
lie had overleard, sud Aunt Pliebe sud
Lucy Auia kept tlir euceunsel. But
Johin's resolutien was net broken. Aud
Mary did net hiave servons prostration,
suid doe. net now seem lui tlie sulgltest
need of going 1o a sanatorium.
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