]

- his friends.

that ta.shion since reachmg' the ca.pa.ble age

“of. sm, ‘that his mother was dead and ‘his:
‘ "drunken’ father—-an Irish Roma.u Ga.tholic-—— -
" . had deserted- hun, tha.t he never slept ina

bed, but passed the night in an ash-box or

' under a railway arch a.nd that he’ dia not .

“know a’ letter - Of the alpha.bet

‘One: day, a9 ‘he: wa,s standing on his head )
he suddenly felt himself ‘grasped from be-
hind. This .was: the beginning of his civili-
zation, +It Taay be. true, as g rule that force’.

.is no remedy; . but*WlIIia.m Ready was drag—
ged into the Ixmgdom of Heaven by the leg.

Revaimng his equilibrium, he found it was.

not a policeman this time, but a city miig-
sionary, who had long been anxious to res-

.- cue this promising arab, and had at last

boldly executed a ‘coup de main. The pris-
oner appealed in vain ‘for sympathy-—the

crowd ardund were only too glad at ‘the’

prospect of getting the neighborhood rid of

him—and within a few hours he became an X
unwilling inmate of George Muller ] orphan—-

age at Bristol
The restraints of this mstzmtmn, after the

liberty of London open air, were almost un-

endurable, and many are the lively stories of
insubordination during this. period with
whieh ‘the reformed anarchist now regales

the orphanage for a suitable lad.

At Yeo Mills he was. ‘in "safe hands and’ .,
The very night of his . fix
arrival-his new master took: h1m up into. a_ A

among waz m hearts.

garret and prayed earnestly. ‘that the blesss

ing of ‘Ged might rest upon him. K On. Sun: .. *%
days he went with the rest of the household‘ :
to the Bible Christian Chapel on the moor—.
the chapel, where, a few: years ‘ago, a dls-f
uuauwhed Longdon. critie was deh«hted by 5
- the sermon he heard  from this same Mr:
Perryman, ‘a local preacher in a tweed suit.””

As a resuit of his employer’s teachmg, back-
ed up by consistent example, William Ready
gcon be&.me a Christian.

He had’ aheady begun to do some evan-
gelistic ‘work himself, when he removed to
South London, where he had obtained a sit-
unation. Here he was in very different
surroundings and exposed to much persecu-
tion, being on one occasion dragged round
the room because he refused to stand drinks
to his mates. At Southampton, his next

‘place, he came under the infiuence of the

late Rev. William Bray, who, not knowing
the young man’'s inward strivings respect-
“-ing his call to the ministry, placed his hand
one day on his shoulder and said, ‘ Brother
. Ready, if we don’t have you soon, we, shall
never have you.” He offered himself as a
candidate, was accepted, went to the College
at Shebbear for a year, and was appointed
in 1885 to the Hatherleigh Circuit.

After spending a short time in the home

work, he responded to an appeal from New.

Zealand, where more helpers were urgently
needed. He won a good record by pioneer
work on the Banks Peninsula and in Chris-

church, but it was in 1830 that he made for-
himself his great opportunity. In that year .

the superintendent of the Bible Christian
Missions, Rev. John Orchard, returned from
a visit to England, bringing out with him a
lady whom the young minister, to quote lLis

own words, soon made ‘as Ready as“him-_:
Mr. Orchard appointed the newly-mar- -
ried couple to establish a cause in the ity

self”

of Dunedin. The outlook was not encourag-
ing. Nine years before the Bible Christians

. had begun to preach there, but had retreat-
ed. -Another Methodist denomination, in.
apaking. 2 similar effort, had lost hundreds

.

- other wlde of the square.,
»~announced his- fmthcommg serwces at the -

' mg open-air-work as well, .

"roll.

The discipline at Miiller’s, how-
ever, was slowly doing its work, and he was,
2 very .difierent Ready, ,“hen, a year or so"
later, he was sent down to, ‘Chagford to be-_
come ap. apprentice to a- Devonshire mlller‘

Mr. William Perryman, who had written to.
: " ‘missed election to the Ixcensmg bench by :

- sald

'and - starve for: seven

" building, ‘seating comfortably 1000 people.
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'f«tof pounds and 1ts mnister mto the ba.rgaxn.
“When on‘a- ramy Thursday evenmg m April

Mr. Ready ‘stépped out ‘on Dnnedm plat~

“‘form, his only resources were his wife! £45

and the faith, whxch ’]aughs at 1mpossib111-,

~ties.’

.On. Friday mormgg he went out to Iook
for a- hall. In Rattray street he- £ou.nd 2
building tha,t would hold 350 people aud took-
it at once, paying for a.month in advance,:”
On his: first Sunday ‘at eight oclock in the..
evemng, he- stood up.. With his wzfe in -the-

~0ctagon “in front orf the Town Ha.l] began
to. sing” ¢ Where is- my wandering boy t0---
night?’ and then took as- the text of' his ad-~

dress axn. infidel Iecturers placard on the.
At the close he

hall and dec]ared hxs intentmn of ‘continu~
~ The, fonowmg
Wednesday he took a ' house- for twelve
months "and nut his nameon the electoral
'H¢ had come to stay, -

On his -second Sunday he bégan his min-
zstry at the Rattray Street Hall Wlt‘l 2 con-

‘gregation of twenty-in-the mormng and forty: -

in'the evening.. A contemptuous article aQ-
peared in the loeal press, and 1t wds with

"dlﬁiculty that he gained- admlttance into the

Dunedin/ Ministerial Unjon. But when  a
man has as.much fire in him as William

":Ready. the more cold water you pour on him

the" more s_eam he" gets. up When he had -

" been in the cxty only nine . weeLs he had

ma,de his" influence so wxdely felt that he

only seventeen vote.;‘ :

“and steal -
. ,London
stxeets" The dmnk If th eel had plerced
you ‘a8 1t has plerced me, you would not keep

silent-about-it’ i .

Within & short tlme Rattray Street Hall

was overcrowded at every service, Presgnte .

ly the owner wanted to raise the rent. "An -

Irishman like Ready could not stand: Lhat
‘cireles of London society it is. generally

so he courted eviction, and removed,’ n-
August, 1892, to the Lyceum, a magmﬁcent

It had been erected ten years before by the .
Free-thought Society. Ouiside is an allegor-

“ical figure of Justice, ‘scales in hand, ‘which

reminds the visitor very forecibly that Dune- .
din Free-thought has been weighed in the.
balances and found wanting.  Its congrega.

v.tmn exmred lonv before the lease, and its:
" chief suppor ters had entxrely abondcned thelr
‘propaga.nda, the secretary having even be- .

come an active .evangelist in Victoria. From
the third Sunday onwards Mr, Ready crowd-
ed this hall at every evening service. '

People from the country, if they had a
Sunday in town, weni to hear Ready, just
as visitors to London g0 to hear Hughes.or
Parker. But. hundreds among. the regular
attendants were people who for years had.
not been seen inside any place of wqrship;
Striking cases of conversion.were constant.
ly occurring. In one instance a. drunkard
and profligate, who had for years been sep-
arated from his wife, followed.the crowd
from-the Octagon -into the Lyceum, and the
steward, to whom he was quite unknown,
happened to put him into the very same
seat with her. Both were converted, and.

are now. happily reunited. As early ag the

Rattray sireet days the church. thus-brought

together.sent a valuable missionary to China . .

in the .person-of Miss Cannon (now Mrs, B, .
J. Dymond), who was well tested by the pas-

.tor in. slum work before he permitted her

to become a candidate for the mission field,
And -all the while, -not 'only was a. great

-’ Salvation Army.

,so]ut,ely prohibited.
‘Bverybody ‘knew at whom this was aimed.

,va.riety of; evamgellsﬁc work being: dona,

Sunda.ys and weekdays, but ‘the- lire of the -

P

-other churches received a: lasting ‘Stimulus. '
'When Mr. Rea.dy came’to ‘the city ‘there was ~

10: open-air. eva.ngelism except that of .the

ination carries on successful, outdoor work

“In August, 1893; he was for. the second_ :
.time faced with a demand for more remt,” - .
Deter-‘__ ‘

* the rise now bemg from 258, 't0 358.,

‘Now' almost every denom-.

-tnined to have his. money’s worth, Mr. Ready -

took the forward step of engagzng, at £2a

“tveek, thé Garnson Hall, which seats’ 2000 e

.0n Sunday evemngs it is well filled by a

‘congregation which is said to- be the largest .
‘in: the Southern- world Since this last mi- "
- gration, he has had to fight except.onauy

bitter oppomuon An- ‘enemy ‘of- his on the
town’ councﬂ who has reason to dlshke him,
sncceeded in passing a by-law Whlch ab-
open-air preachmg.

The gaoler, meetmg Mr. Reddy in the street,
jocularly told ‘him that he bhad a fes,tber bed

prepared . for him. But it was long sinea . -

there Liad beéen any terror for him in the

name ot a policeman. With a boldness which

proved his apostohcal succession, he -went

-on, unmolested, with his outdoor evangel

ism, and the by-law is as dead as the ‘Free-

thought Society. He may have foolish op-

ponents, but none of them are foolish enough

“to brave the public opinion of the city by
‘ma,hmg an open attack upon its most popu-
-lar preacher,

Mr. Ready, whose work, owing Ato the

.Tecent union of Methodist Churches in the
A.colony, now bears the mune of the: Methodlst

absolutely upspoﬂt by it. When asked’ the

‘other, day to tell his secret, he replied that
‘the way to succeed was ‘to.pray,. work harg, ...
‘and have’ faxth in"God.  So has thxs ‘brand -
‘plucked .from the burmng’ become a br1ght -

light to lead his fellows in the paths of purity
- and truth.

ifrom meetmg a,nd hearmg hlm, that though -
dehghted and thankful at his success, he is- ..

I undersﬁand that in the best~mformed«.,

agreed that the Gospel of Christ,-though an

- interesting subject for academical discussion,
has no longer any real uplifting and saving:

power.. Somebody ought to tell Mr. Ready

this—and prove it to him-—befors he goes.

‘back to New Zealand,

Storm—Tossed
We may . not sail the. hoisterous wave
Of storm-tossed Galiles, . :
With Christ, the Master, in the boat
.. Upon. the treacherous sea.

‘We may not hear those words of power,

That mandate, ‘Peace, be still,’
Or see those restless, angry w:wes
Obey that Soverelgn will,

- Yet often, on hfes tmubled seas,
’Mid billows mountain high,
_Our little bark nigh overwhelmed,

"~ ‘Carest Thou not? we cry.

E'en as we call, the answer comes,
The whisper, ‘Peace be still,)
.And howling wind and ‘angry sca

" Obey their Sovereign’s will,

He speaks the magic words of peace
And calms the troubled heart,.

We know our gracious Master's voice,

- And all our fears depart.

Now, as '0f 01d, when tempests’ rage
He wakes to'still the storm, =~ -,

And at His gentle ‘Peace, he stm >
The gale becomes a calm,’ B

- —Harriet E. Banning in New Yorl: ‘Ob-

server. ) } -




