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“to-day and make mysélf a aupefI

menits ‘are ‘the
hén the surface’of the
ichy comes into” con~
nd -of the .mould, is
.cooled, . and: :the shape i The: time
‘after:that serves to harden the'metal;not to
change .its form. . Life in this worldis“the
mould- in which ‘our souls are shaped for
eternity.; and the first-years after we have
begun :to think for curselves, to: feel the
pressure of right and wrong, to ‘determine
duty or indulgence—these first' years have
more to,do with the making of us than “the
rest. o . S

Have you been in the Adirondack woods
hunting and fishing ?. If so, you remember

.that your guide, when he came to the rapids

in the stream, did not dash carelessly- down
it. He stopped ‘the cranky little craft,
balanced the boat, got a sure grip on his
paddle, then let her drift slowly toward the
centre of the narrow sluice until the skiff’s
nose was in smooth water which shows' that
there it is deepest.  Then, with eye, and
nerve and muscle'all working together, he
kept her head om, just so, and -you shot
down the rock-strewn stream as swiftly as a
watér-snake., Ask your guide why he was
8o cayeful at the beginning, and he will tell
iou that if he starts the boat right hecan
eep her right; but the twisting waters
would be too much for him if he did not
have her safely in hand at the word “ go !”
Boys-and girls, entering your teens, you
are at the head of life’s rapids.  Your crgft
is already catching the .drift of strang
desires, ambitions, passions, ~ You ;%]e%
them. They almost frighten you. some-
times. Have no anxiety except to aim at
the very centre of what is right, at the pux-
poses which are' deepest and purest, Knit
the nerves of your strongest resolution.
Vow to yourself, and to God who will help
you. Then away down life’s stream !' It
will be exhilarating, grand; all true life is.
But take care'! - For your soul’s sake, don’t
drift in among the rocks and whirlpools
without the grip.—James M. Ludlow, D. D,
TRUST NOT MISPLACED. °
BY REV. J. H. M‘CULLAGH.

During the commercial panic of 1837
there lived in the city of W——ton an'
‘earnest Christian worker, . He had a large
family, but was not rich in this world’s goods.
The denomination of which he was a mem-
ber had for several years been struggling to
complete their house of worship. e being
an example unto the brethren, had made
large contributions, and ere he was aware
had given several thousand dollars to finish
the church. Clouds of business depression
were now gathering thick, and the storm of
ruin was ready to break forth. About this
time he bought and shipped & valuable cargo
to a wealthy gentleman in New  York.
Several weeks after he was surprised by the
cashier of the bank hastily entering the place
of business, saying in an excited manmer:

“Sir! that New York man has failed and |

the draft for the cargo has been returned
protested, Things are growing darker all
the time, no one can tell what the end may
be.” The cashier was astonished to see how
self-possessed he remained. He forgot that
it had been written of the upright .man,
‘“ He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his
heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord,” Butit
was a great blow to him, What could be
done? The draft was for thousands of
dollars. The bank could grant no favors,
and was bound to have the money. Collec-
-tions were out of the question, Real estate
would not bring one-fourth of its value,
Ruin stared him in the face. There was no
-eseape. It took 4 firm eye and a brave
heart to stand in his home among his little
ones and see the grim spectres of poverty
and want overshadowing them.

Thirty days of grace were granted, but
they were days of torture and almost de-
spair, “His refuge was in prayer. = The last
day came, The family were assembled as
-usual at the Throne of Grace. -He poured
out his sou] unto God. As Hezekiah of old
spread out the letter of the wicked King of
Babylon before the Lord, and prayed over
it, so 'did he state his case to the  Almighty.
. He arose comforted., Resignation had come,
.Yes, I can be poor. Yes, I can walk where
‘God leads me, Yes, I can go to the bank
] eign away
-house, home and all. ©'God is still mine, my:
.family. are'still inine, the promises in God’s
Word are not changed, heaven shall be mine.
I trust God for the future,

‘opened the , first..Could- his®

him'?.. It contained ‘a draft’ for
by'<a brother in :New: England
Ietter was from a New Yorkb

ing him to draw on it for any amount suffi:
cient to tide him-over his: difficulties.’} The
third letter was from the man to,whom the
cargo had been sent, telling. him  to, draw

would be honored,; The tears of thanksgiv-
ing streamned down his cheeks; * “Nowdo'l
know that there is a God-in Isrdel;

brought low and he helped. me,” - =, =
When he reached the bank the directors

were -in,session discussing - his case.  They
arosg e¥ntered,  The president, taking
his hiahdj§said : “ Sir, we feel very sorry for
you in your great misfortune, you haveour

deepest sympathy. ‘We only. wish.we.could
-help you.” ' :
“Gentlemen,” he replied, "“I am very
much obliged to you for your kindness and
sympathy.” But I am all right,” and forth-
with cast .the drafts on the table, - Then
there were hearty hand-shakings and con-
ratulations, ~That which,  according. to
uman eyesight, came so near being his ruin
ave him henceforth unbounded credit and
aid the foundation of a large fortune, "
Isaw him when I wasin W——ton last

was strong, active, cheerful at the  age of
eighty-four, increased in goods, full of years,
still trysting in ‘God, waiting like Abraham
to be gathered unto his people: - *‘Trust-in
the Lord and-do good, and he shall bring.it
to pass,”’—N. Y, Observer..” . g

 FANNY AND THE CHILDR
. " BY.MBS. R, OF LOWELL
" "Qur Fanny. is a-fine, -intélligént mare of
the famous Morgan breed, very.spirited and
nervous, never ulikin%; ‘have:-anything
app‘:‘_oacix‘,, .her ““hind ‘legs::.
kick, if anything annoyed her'ladyship. -
One summeér’s day. the'stable. man  rushed
into the house with ' scared” face, saying he

‘| had found,. on entering the'stablé, two chil-

drep, our little,girl and her boy cousin, both
fiv@%ears old; standingin- the”étall,‘."f' Oré
bad a blacking ‘brush, which-she dipped-oc-
casionally into'a pail of water, washing'the
sides and legs of ‘the animal as far as hertiny
hands could reach, . '
The boy was industriously combing ou
Fenny’s long, black tail, tugging away with
‘an old curry-comb he had picked up in the
stable. Bothstanding near the horse’s heels,
while Fanny was as:quiet as a lamb, in spite
of the harsh treatment she was receiving.
She did not even raige her hind feet to drive
awny the flies that were annoying her, lest
she should harm the children. She cer-
tainly would never have permitted an older
person to treat her so roughly.—Qur Dumb
Animals, ' ‘ -

—————

HOME, ‘

A child, speaking of his home toa friend,
was asked,  Where is yourhome 1’ Look-
ing with loving eyes at_his mother, he re-.
plied, #Where mother is.”

Taree Tomacco Users.—The Christian
at Work says that  only three animated be-
ings use tobacco—a noisome and poisonous
worm that lives on the plant, the wild gnat
which feeds on its leaves, and the human
beings, who chew, snuff, and smoke it.”

-SCHOLARS’ NOTES.
(From International Question Book.)
LESSON L—APRIL 4.
THE WORD MADE FLESH.—John 1; 1-18,
CodxxIT VERSES 15,
. GOLDEN TEXT.

‘The Word was made flesh and
us,.—John 1: 14, . .

OENTRAL TRUTH.
Our Saviour is both God and man, -
DAILY READINGS,

dwelt among

~JOHEN THE APOSTLE.~(l) Born at Bethsalda,
in ‘Galilee. (2) His parents were Zebedee and
Salome. (3) He was born probably between
A.D. 1and 5, the -youngesl ot the Apostles. ()
RELATIVES, His mother was-probably the
sister of the Virgin Mary (compare Matt. 27

-+ He ‘dressed carcfully 8o asto_go through

66 with John 19: 25), hence-he was first cousin

0'{ Of Jukis; ABd B m p
;| :the :Baptist - He ‘had. a- brother::James.:(b)

Hg
fishing“{n"the . §ea - of, Galilee.
‘disciple. of-John, - and: one:

] grobqbly\;remaine.d in Palestine ‘,f-m .

again for the full amount and the’ draft]

,I..wa_tg "

winter on my Sabbath.school ‘work.. He}

‘In . fact, would:!"

M, Johnl: 1.18,

T, Isa 9:1-7.

W. Phil. 2: 1-11, | .
Th., Heb. 1: 1-14, :

F., Matt.1: 17-25. : ) RN
Sa, Matt. 2:.1.23, )
-8u. Luke'2: 1-10.

ore'diﬁianc opusin.-o
‘was brought.up:to-his:fat

hable :that-he: never.-married. (7}

) _ ) one of; E
‘most ‘ intimate  disciples:: of Jesus,

(8):John
.after'the
estruction .of ‘Jerusalem ;:.then' he:went to'

hf' Nero, ‘returned to, Ephesus, A.D.
died, there- about A.D: 88, aged: 80
WRITINGS.. The Gospel, . A.D.~ £0-90,"
gﬂzl.les,' and “the.'Book : ot Revelation

Three

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN.—l. AUTHOR :” John.
1 2. LANGUAGE : Greek, 8. DATE OF WRITING:
A. D). ; 80-90, .4, PLACE -OF - WRILING : probubly
Kphesus.. - 5" SOURCKS 1t was probably the re®
cord of his preaching about Jesus. Lo

) HELPS OVER'HARD PLACES, . .-
© 1.THE WorbD : the ‘divine Jesus, who be:
came man-(v. 14), He was called -the WoRD
because he reveals to us the thoughts and
feelings of God, 88 our . words. reveal ‘our
thoughts, WirTha Gob :distinet from God, and
yeot, Gog'.plnlseln 4. THE LIFE “WAS THHE
LIGHT-OF ‘MEN : by . giving spiritual "life, be
enables us: 1o see spiritual :things...-Dead
things osannot sce, “As'-g living. persop, he
teaches, he.glves us an.example. 5. DARK.
NBSS s of 8in apa ignorance, COMPREHENDED :
did not receive it and thereby become light.
11, H1S owN: especially the Jews.. 12, BONS:
children, 13, Not oF BLooD :not: by -natural
descent, We. are.not - God’s children ' because
our pareuts .are.. NOR.OF.TUE WILL OF THE
FLESH ;: not by our natural wills, - We cannot
make ‘ourselves the children of God. NOR BY
THE  WILL.OF MAN:nOr can others muale ut
80. 14. MADE FLESH. : became man. FLESH
includes our . whole human-pature, - body and

.} soul.” .GRACE .: God's ‘favor freely -given, and

hence the blessed and Joyous glits of thatlove.
especially " spiritual - glfts, - 16, GRACE . - For
GRACE : Grace'added to grace, grace the means
of further -grace; & grace in us corresponding
-to cach grace: in hiin, 18, SEEN Gop: bls full
brightness,-his’ perfect character .and plans,
They-had .seen only ‘hints revealed to: them,
HE HATH DECLARED HIM:Jesus shows.us what.
(God ‘is, 80 :thal

t' 1OowW we -have.seen more ol
God.’ . gt »

|- INTRODUCTORY.—~@1ve & brief- history of the
{-apostle :John, ' What books of-the Bible did
‘t .he write1:'Tell what“you can:about the Gos
:f pel acéording toJohn. &, - o0

.+ BUBJECT ;: OUR DIVINE SAVIOUR. .
. 1. WHO HE WAS (V8. 1-8).—Who.was the: Word1
Why is he go called ! What proofs do you find
-in thyese verses of the divinity of Christ - ‘What
-else "do.you;learn about him? -What advan.
‘tages to us in:having a divine Saviour{.
1f Jesus Christ. mmade‘the world, can there be
any conflict between true sciemce and the Bible)
“How doos -the faot that he made the world
make the study of nature more tnteresting and.
more helpfalt " - S :

“ 1L WHAT HE DOXS FOR MAN (vs. 4, 0, 14)—
What two things Ohrlst does’for ugare men.
tioned inv. 41 "What kind of life is given:by
-bhim ¢ (Epha 3--:-13-1-John~5:11:18,) hat' is
meant by light t Where does the light shine?
What ‘is meant by darknessf What light did
Christ bring to usf For whom is it meant}
Who bore witness to this light §- Lol :

Are there many things we need to know
which we could not find out by . ourselves?
What are some of them i How has the Gospel
been proved to be the light ‘for every mani = Ig
this & proof that it is truef, -

111, SoME REJECT Hix (vs.10, 11).—Who is
meant by the world? Under what obligation
were they to receive Ohrist? How did they
treat Himt Who .are meant by ¢ His own "
Under what special obligations were they to
Him? (Isa. 5:1-1; Deut. 32:1-16.) - Is rejecting
Christ moan as well as wicked 1 :

IV, WEHAT BE DOES FOR THOSE WHO RECEIVE
Hin (v8. 12.18).—\Vhat did he do for those. who
received Him?t - What are some of the privi-
leges of being children of God$ (Rom,8: 4.
17.) How can we become children of God 1
What is meant by # the Word was made flesh'’ {.
Of what was he full?. What 18 grace? What
bhave we recelved from him{_ How does Jesus
reveal God tous? What reaséns do youfind in
this lesson for loving and trusting Jesus?

PRACTIOAL BUGGESTIONS,

1. God’s great love to us in sending a divine
Saviour. : . .

11, How great must be the evil and dangor
of sin to require suck a Saviour, o

111, Since the same - Jesus made the world
and brought the Gospel, they must be in har-
moby. -

IV, Our four .great needs,—life, light, grace,
truth, | C X !

V. 8in is not only wicked, but mean.

VI. The great prlvllelﬁs of the children of
God,~they are helrs of His love, His care, His
character, His home. -

VI, We become His children by faith in
Jesus, and regeneration by the Spirit of God.

LESSON 1I.—APRIL 1.1. '
THE FIRST DISCIPLES.~—~John 1 : 85-51.
COMMIT VERSES 40-4%
'GOLDEN TEXT, *

"The two disciples heard him spealk, and they
followed Jesus,.—John 1: 37.

CENTRAL TRUTH.

Blessed are thoy whogo to Jesus and invite
others to go with them. . .

DAILY READINGS,

M. John1:19:34
T.- Johnl: 8551
W. Matl.§:3-17,
Th. Markl: 115,
F. Luke 2: 38-52,
Sa. Luke3: 1-18,
Su. Luked:l.15

Trye.—February, A.D. 27, on a Saturdsy (the
Jewist S8ubbath) and the day following. - It was
2 0c¢ 48 days afer the bapllsm of Jesus, and wus

"

earllest and

Ephesus, ‘was banished: to the isle:.of-Patmos
968-7,°ana;
()} povernor of Judea (2d-year),

'} CONTEMPORARY . HISTORY:

} o Jesust 1n what ways can we best do it

lace :-and [¢1 -

house »):is. the probable read-
. Bethabaraz (‘' ford-house.”. or. /
B But'they were probabty.neigh-
‘boring vlllagea ordistricts, and the baptizing of.
:‘John: may:have:been’:in-both.--The: plice was
probably.:one-ofithe:fords:of: the:Jdrdan op-

posite Jericho, wasa bighway of travel... :.
;' RULERS:—Tiberius: Cmsar,.emperor of: Rome .
(15th -year: tromhiig asgociation with ‘Auguius,

13th: ag sole ruler,.. Luke'8::1). ' Pontius: Pilate,
erod Antipas, of

st

Galilee (31st year). e
k —The Roman ‘em-:
pire’ extended over most of .the known  world.

@reece, ‘subject to-Rome, but a leaderin'litera- -
ture and schools.. Greck; the almost universal

langrage-among: the educated, Strabo, the

‘Greek’ geographer ]SB.O. 51-A.D. 24)," Ovid (B.C..
13-ALD. 18), Livy (B.C. 50-A.D..17), and - Seneca’
(who died A.D; 05) were all living durlng:the

life of Christ, - .. - v T e

INTERVENING HISTORY.—JOhn omlits all the
early life of 'Jesus-and of the.Baplist, ihe
ministry  in the .wilderness, .the baptism of
Jesus, and his 40 days’ temptation recorded in
Matt.1:1to4 :11; Mark[:1-13; Lukel:1to8:
1853:21to4:18,° T A
.- OIROUMSTANCES,~—John bad been: preaching
and baptizing for more than six months (July,
A.D, 26.Feb,, A.D, 27), and such multitudescame
to hear him, and.the excitement. about him'
was - 80 intense, that the leading Pharisces in
Jerugalem sent a deputation to him at Bethany
LBet,habam) beyond Jordan, to inquire what

e veally pretended -to "be. -The day .after his
answer 1o the Pharisees, be gees Jesus coming
towards him, and he points him- out to his
hearers,as the Lamb of God who takelh away
the sinsg of the world, t.e. the expected Messinh,
and declares how he recognized him, Our les.
son begins on the next day. " '

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES,

:85. Two OF HIS DISCIPLES : One was Andrew
v, 40), and the other wna doubtiess the apostle
-John himself. 88, THE LAMB OF Gop:t.¢., the
one to whom the.Jamb .of the daily sacrifice
and of the Passover had been pointing for 1,600
vears. 88, RABBI: the "Hebrew word for mas-
ter or teacher, and therefore not famillar to the
Gentile Christians, It was interpreled into
Greek. ' 80, THE TENTH HOUR : four o'clock
p.m. aceording to the Jewish reckoning, bui
10 o’clock a.m. by the Roman reckoning.- The
‘latter Is the most probable, 42, CEPHAS : a
Hebrew word translated into the Greek word
Peter, bothh meaning astone orrock. 44, BETII-
SAIDA :a town on-.both - sides of the Jordan
where ‘it enters the Sea of @alllee. 46 NA-
TITANAEL :probably the apostle called else-
.where - Barithotomew. MOSES.DID WRITE:in
the Pentateuch, Sce Gen. 40:10; Num, 24 :17-
19 ; Deut, 18: 15. AND TuE PROPIETS : Isaiah
ng, 7;.62:18-15; 63: 1-1%), Ezekiel (34.:23-81),
aniel (9 : 24-27). 48, UNDERTHE FIG TREE: Pro-
bably far off in his own garden at Uana, where
he had been-accustomed to retire for medita-
tion and prayer. 1SAw THEE :there were two
wonders,—~that Jesus saw him many miles
away beyond natural sight, and that ho saw hlis
inmost thoughts and feelings, 5[, YE SHALL
SEE HEAVEN OPEN, et¢. : (1) such manifestations
as Matt, 4 : 11; Lule 2:18: 9: 20-8L ; 22 : 43, or (2).
that through Jesus we can go to heaven, and
our prayers and desires can reach heaven, and
God will send His light, truth, Holy 8pirit, and
every needed help down from heaven, the al.
lusion being to theladder in Jacob's dream.

"LEARN To HEART John 1'; 29, 80, 82-89,

. QUESTIONS. -
INTRODUCTORY.—Where was John Preaohing
and baptizing at this time? What time of the
year was it?2 How long had John bLeen baptiz.
ingt Had John seen Jesus before thisf hat
ha‘é he done for him 1 (Matt.3:18:16.) Where
had Jesus been since theni (

att, 4:1-2)
‘What had taken place the two days previous to

SUBJECT: GOING TO JESUS.

. I. JoON BEARING WITNESS TO JESUS (vs, 85,
86).—Where was Johnt What was he olnﬁl
W)bat- was the object of his preaching! Who
were with him at'this time! Whom did they
see!’ What did John say about him{ (v, 29.)-
What did he mean by the Lamb of GobY  (Lev.
4:32.95; Bx. 12: 21.27 and 29: $3.) ) L

How does Jesus fulfll these sacrifices? In
what sense does he take away thesin of the
worldt . o .

1], GoING TO JESUS (v8, 87-40),—Who were the
first two discipiesof Jesus! Ve’hqt. did they suy
in reply to hﬁz question§ Where did they go
with himf Was this his.home! - How long
was their .visit with him? What . is it for
usto gotoJesus? . .- o

11I. LEADING OTEERS TO JESUS (V8. 41-46).—
What was their first desire after they had-found
Jesus themselves? What. was the - name ol
Andrew's brother? To what did Jesus change
it7 Wbyt Who wasnext calted? Whom did
ne bring to Jesu]g? What objection did Na-
thanael makei Tow was.it answered? Is to
come and see the true way to learn the truth
about religlen'~ Why ounght we to-bring others

1v. THE BLESSINGS OF GOING TO JESUS (V8, 47~
51),—What kind ofa man was N athanaell Are
such the ones most llkely tocomo to Jesus?:
What marvellous knowledge did ‘Josus show ?
What effect did this have on Nathanael). How
many titles are applied to Jesusin thislesson ?
Show how cach one belongs to him, What
‘more did Jesus promise him? Whatdoes this
teach us as to the way to obtain larger spiritual -
blessipgs ? What is meant by the promise in

v. 611

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. To come o Jesus as our teacher and mas.
ter i to become & Christian, ' S RTI
1T, Onegreat proofthat we arereal Christlans

is the desire 10 bring others to Christ, - :
11I. Mark: the-value of personal work for
Christ. C :
1V. Unfounded prejudice often
from believing in Curist. . -~ . o
greater gifts to be- -

keeps men -
V. Ohrist gives more and
lfevers. " N - L
' vI. Jesus Christ is deseribed by many. titles -
to teach us that he is o Saviour for all men, for |f
all needs, and in all circumstances, ) 1

tne begien.ng of his miulstry. - s
PrAog.—Bothany (Bethabara) and’ the way | between us aud heaven.

V1L Through Jesus communication is opened
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