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MARTIN LUTHER. i
“Persons living in this day seldom stop to
think what it meant to live four hundred
'yeaxs ago or thattheboyhood of * themonk
‘that shook the world” was spent amid
poverty and discomfort such as the poorest
_person in our coiintry could hardly realize,
We read-of that time that the fire was built
on some stones in the middle of ‘the floor
and the smoke was left to escape through
the cracks and cranhies of the roof. ~ There
were no ‘windows to the houses or locks to
the doors. The candles were splinters of
wood dipped in melted fat. The principal
food was coarse unleavencd rye or arley
bread, black and nasty ; our common vege-
tables and 'garden fruits were entirely un-
known, and- all the dishes the people had
to dat from .were rough wooden platters,
They had no leather shoes, but instead, great.

wooden sabots: The Deds of the poorest .
classes were hollowed out from logs of wood, |
2 bundle of straw instead was considered]
quitea luxury,only to be used by sick.or very | -
well-to-do persons. ~Soap there was none |-

and they had neither tea nor coffee, spodiy

nor forks. ~The icople of theday weréﬁ'xﬁi i

| believers in iitcheraft and in the'agency of

fairies and kobolas and demons and evil }-
'| spirits of all kinds: -Children’ were much |
more harshly- treated’than they are now; |::
The slightest offencés:met with the sever- |
est punishments. * There ivere very few|

books,printing wag initsinfancy, and an edu-

cation, such as we are now unwilling that
any Loy or girl shotld grow up ~without
could then be obtained only by sons of the
wealthy. '

Martin Luther was born in Eisleben a
little village in Saxony, on the 10th of Nov-
ember 1483, and all over the Christian world
‘the apniversary of hisbirth has lately been
celebrated. It wasamong such surroundings
ag above described - that his childhood ivas
spent. But his mother, although strict to
severity, was a God-fearing woman who
cherished great hopes for her son’s future’
and often prayed at:lis side that he would
grow up to donoble work for God. When
Martin was six months old the family re-
moved to Mansfield a place among the Hartz
mountains where the father Hauns (or John)
Luther, was engaged in mining, His home
|'dissipline was severe, but -his school life
was worse still. The schoolmasters of his
| childhood he said were gaolers and tyrants,
-and the schools were little hells. At four-
teen he wassent to abetter schoolat Magde-
burg and at fifteen to a still better one at
Eisenach, where he - began to, receive
thorough instruction. L .
~ About this time thoughts of God. came
thronging into.the boy’s mind and he began
to ponder whatHe required him to do. : At
the age of dighteen he went to the univer-
sity in Erfurt, then the bestin Germany, his
father intending that he should beed ucated
for the law. :While liere he found & Latin
Bible and reading it a knowledge of his sins
and of the texrible judement to come ‘came

vividly before him. On his way back t6 Erfust |
after visiting his home in the summer ‘of |
1505 he was overtaken by s thunder storm. -

Tetrified at. the lightning, which wasvery

near, he threw himself from his horsé -and
cried “Holy Anne help me, I'will‘bécomsé
amonk.” The nextday he repented of his
vow, for he knew how bitterly. disappointed
his father would.be ; but Vth:e vow had-been.
given and he would abide by it.”; Soon he
entered the Avgustinian monastery inErfurt
and was abonce put to thelowest drudgery.’| j
Feeling his sinfulness-he fastéd and prayed

48 worse than any he 'had:yer. seen,
ty. and court were magnificent but

smwa§ verywhere. The priests did not-

believoiwhat they taught; and Christianity
was 6verywhere, snecred 'a;f;‘;tlie"v.eﬁ name
“Christian” was a synor v fool. - Wl
could:xgtain his faith in’the midst. of this
coiriiption ? While' going. up the Holy
staircase on his knees, the staircase’up which
th ired him Jesus had walked when he
W Drought. before Pilate, the, words “the
1t live' by faith”” flashed actoss his
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and performed the severest penances, but
they ‘all availed notling. He ended his
novitiate and took upon himself the full
vows of monk and priest. He threw him-
self into his work with enthusiasm and
studied the Bible cagerly and constantly,
but could get no peace. His superior
thought that he needed more work to do and
sent him _to the lately founded university at
Wittenberg to teach theology and philoso-
phy. Hé was now about twenty-five.

In 1511 he was sent to Rome on business
of the Order and walked all the way, being
six ‘weeks upon the journey.” In Rome, if
anywhere, he hoped to find peace,but society

down. Luther wontto Romea true pilgrim
but came hack a Protestant.

- About’ this time St. Peter’s at Rome,
which it wasintended to make the grandest
church in the world, was being built and
money was badly needed for the purpose.
To obtain it the sale of indulgences was
commenced.  The saints, the pope said,
had performed more good works than
were required of them, and the merits
of these extra works could “be obtained
by any sinner who choose to pay for
them. . Thus by giving & certain sum
of money a person could obtain the par-
donof all"his sins. The greater the sin

nione would interfere,  Hé' then prepared
ninety-five' Theses calling in question’ the

1 August, 1518, he was summoned to a Diet of
the Empire at'Augsburg. “He was so poor

' tenbergsta. Angsburg, and had to borrow o

-j.coafth night appear decently hefore
the prinées;” They angrily called upon him

| Think you that the prinees will take up

This with various other political reasons de-

the larger was the sum required, but by
giving sufficient money a person could re-

ceive full pardon for any erime and héconie
as innacent asif he had never’conmitted it.
Against such scandalous proceedings Luther
rebelled, - He wrote to several bishops but

theory of indulgences, and their sale, and on
the 31st-of October,. 1517 *the most mem-
orable day in modern European history,”
nailed them to the door of the Wittenberg?

church, In afew days these were translated |

into German and spread all.- over the
country. Controversy raged and
excitement was tremendous. Persons fro
whom he had expected sympathy denoun- 1
ced him as a heretic, and the following

that lie had to walk all the way from Wit-

Lo recant 'ﬁuthc refused unless'they would
ghew him wherein lic was wrong. The
pope’s legate said to him ™ Think you that
tlic pope cares for the opinions of Germany. ?

arms for you ? Noindeed. - And where will
youbethen? “Under Heaven? Lutheran-
swered. He despaired of his life but
would notyield. He,however,escaped from.
tlie council at night and went back to Wit-
tenberg, '

"The pope would willingly have killed him

but found to his astonishment that three-
fourths of Germany was on Luther’s side.

layed procecdings against him, and while
they delayed Luther was not idle, Ie
published an account of bis trial, wrote a
tract on the supremacy of the pope, and
demanded to be tried by a general council,

On the 10th of June 1520 the pope issued
a bull against “the wild boar who had
broken into the Lord’s vine-yard.” Luther
by this tine believed that there wasnothing
for him but death, but was perfectly fear-
less. The pope having previously condemn-
ed his writings to the fire, he on the 10th
of December burned the pope’s bull in the
market place of Wittenberg. This was the
last step, from which there could be no re.
turn, and a storm had now burst, he said,
which would not end till the day of judg-
ment. -

The general council which Luther had de.
manded was called to meet at Wormson April
17th 1521 and thitherhe went. His friends
begged him not to go as they feared that he
would e treacherously killed, but he said
“Iwill go if there are as many devils in
Worms as there are tiles upon the house
tops.”- The warder on the walls blew a
blast upon his trumpet as he entered, and
the streets were crowded io see this man
about whom all Germany was in an uproar,
Few friends he had in that Diet, but God
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