tua TIIE ENQUIRER.

THE STATE OF AGRICULTUREIN THE LOWVLR PROVINCE,
CONSIDERED.
WITH A VIEW TO THE RECOMMENDATION OF A BETTER SYSTEM,

Continued from page 92,

To this chief cause of the exhausted state’of the lands, may we
uot udd, that, dunag the above period, a yreat proportion of the
argil, aceous or clayey parts, of the soil, has been washed off by
the rans 2 A certmin proportion of clay 1s also absolutely requi-
site, to form sotls of tne first quality ; but clay 1s held 1 partial
solution by water, whilst sand, the other constituent of the soils,
1s not, and, 1 the long course of two hundred years, a great pro-
portion of the clays ot the cultivated uplands, must have been ta.
ken up, and carnied off by the rains; and this 1s a second €ause of
their gradual deternoranon,

In the lower parts of the Parish of St. Foy’s wheat 15, (in some
Seusons,) produced in three to four tines more quantity than on
the lands ubove, 1n thit Parsh, tho' both should be equally well
aanured.  The lands sboye bearing s greater propartion of sand,
the raius aﬂ: not well retained by themw, but pass thio',  Itis uot
so with well clayed landls : clay 18 known to retain mowsture, and
to absorb it from the stmosphere, 1n migh double the proportion
that sund does, ns has been proved by the very accurate, and fine
experfment of Professor Leshe.  Aud it1s confirmed by the supe-
rior yvield of all lands, baving a sufficient proportion of clay in
their composition, and it hus been proved, according to an expes
nienced French Chemst, that the best proportions of a fertile earthy
for corn, are three eights of clay, two eizhts of sund, aud three
cights of the fragments ot hard stone,

I'hese, then, appear to be the leading causes of the lands of he
Provinee haviny fullen off so greatly from their ongival powers of
production, and became defective of those they might be made to
attain,

Farst, the wearing them out by continual corn crops without be-
ing sufficiently manared by the past and present practice of leavw
ing them en friche,

Secondly, by a deficieney in extirpating the weeds from the
lunds, und, 1 not sowing that quanuty of seed winch, were they
properly nourished these lands would bring to maturity.

Tinedly, either an original defect exists in regprd to the due
proportion of clay 1 the lands below Quebec, and ubout twenty
Teazues above it.  This deficiency has grown, by the best of the
sml being washed uway by the rains, at least off’ the highest lapds,
1t 1s of no consequence, which of lhese causes occasiony this defi-
ciency ; itis clear thatit exists, and uny mode that could le de~
vised for vestoriny this important ingredient of the best souls, would
render a very important service to most of this Province,
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