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WITIl A VTEW TOTIlE RECOMMENLDATION OF A BETTER SYSTE&I.

(ontnued from page 92.

TO this cliwf cuose of the exhausted state'of the lands, may we
riot udd, that, during the above period, a great proportion of the
urgil, açeous or clayey parts, of the sou,, has been washed off by
th- ramiîs ? A certam proportion of lay is also absolutely requi-
ete, to form sodit oftne firet qualhty ; but clay is held in partial
soltion by wnater, whUIlt band, the othler constitueit of the isoilh,
ia not, and, in the loing cou rsîe of two hundred years, a great pro-
portion of the clays of the cultivated uplands, must have been ta.
keni up, and earrec off by the ranib ; and this is a second tause of
their graduai deteroration.

In the lower parts of the Parish of St. Fo>'s wiheat is, (is some
Seasonis,) produced mr three to four tuies more qantity thain on
the lands uhove, n thit Parih, tho' both lshould be equalb% weli
'maniured. The lands aboye beating a greater proportion of band,
the rains afe not wII retaned by theu, but paus thio'. It is [ot
so with weldl chayed lands : clay is knowi to retat inmoisture, anduî
to absorb it froms the atmosphere, i mgh double the proportion
that sand does, as has been proved by the very accurate. and fine
exlperîmei-t (> I>rofessor Lesie. A uid it is conifirmed by the supe-
rior %teld of all lands, huviig a sufficient proportion of clay in
theircomposition, and it has been proved, according to an expe.
riene..d French Chemist, that the best proportionh ofa fertile eartIt
for corn, are three- eiglits of clay, two eihts of sand, and three
cighuts of tI e fraignents oflard stone.

Thtse, tien, appear to be the leading causes of the lands of the
Provice iavng faillen off so greatly fron trieir original powers of
production, and becaine defective of those they anght be made to
attan.

First, the wearing then out by continual corn crops without be-
ing auutlcientlv maniured by the pat and present practice of leav-
inîg them enJriche.

Secondlt, by a deficiency in extirpating the weeds fromn the
landi, and, iii tot sowing that quantity of seed hi ch, were they
properly nonrisied these lands would brinîg to maturity.

'lhirdly, esither an original defect exists iii regerd to the due
proportion of day ms the lands below Quebec, atnd about twenty
leagues above it. This deficiency has grown, by the best of the
6oil being washed away by the rains, at least off the highest lapda.
It is of no consequenue, which of diese causes occasiuuon tiis deti-
ciency ; it is clear that it existuu,and any mode that could be de-
vised' for restoring thli import#nt iugredient ot the beat sodk, a oülI
rende a very importai service to most of tihis Prov 1 îcc,


