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side him. Humenity gains some-
thing in that. Bub this oriticisra on
the perrowness of these Masonio
idenls is not yell founded. Although
the letter nf 1its ritual is continmally
reminding one that he is bound, to
his brothers of the mystic tie, by
gomething more than ordinary hu-
men relations, yet it mever makes
this the end of its rope.  This 1s but
the groundwork on which a broader
charity secks the good of all man-
kind, but Freemasonry is not merely
& oharitable institution. It would
not admit a rean.into ifs ranks who
came for the purpose vf being assist-
ed. There is iu it a spirit of fratern-
ity. It bas no sympathy with that
spirit thet is willing to lie down be-
fore the diffioulties of life, and be
carried into rest. It makes honest
toil the basis of its banefaction, Its
-duties are mutual, as well agits bene-
fits, But when & man hes learned
that the grandest ocharacteristios of
human life are hospitality, integrity
and disinterested bensvolencs hs can
be trusted everywhere. When aman
vows to sustain unsullied the dignity
of a true manhood, and do all he can
$o maintain it in those with whom he
is agsociated, he will not be a hind-
rance to the growth of pura prinei-
ples anywhere. He will aver be the
roverse of this. Is not that the
noblest oharity which teaches man-
kind to honor the truth, to defend
the right: to cherish within the heart
that spirit of justice that would give
4o glf their due? That iz an abuss
of charity which would have one go
through life with an open hend, bid-
ding him take who will. The world
necds examples of manheod, not dis-
tributions of alms; honest tiss of
effection and finternity, nob universal
hond-shaking and sentimental gush.
Thon art doing best for thy fellows,
Ob, man! when thou ars doing some-
thing that is noble snd trme. Im-
quire not what has been given in the
nemoe of gharity; ingairs rofher whet
of virtne cnd true manlinezs the

tyorld has knowa.  This aleno is the

measure of real worth, In giving)
this one bscomes-n benefactor, and
fulfils the highest aim.

The third lesson to which I would
refer is that which reminds us of our
duty to God. There is one question
ot the threshold of Masouie life, o
guestion that none of you have for-
gotten, whose answer lies ab the very
hoart of things. Verily, my brothers,
this world is governed by some potver
thet is, in itself, wise and just and
trone. We guibble not with questions
of method, or form, or nams, We
ask no man the shape of his phylas-
tery, or the size of his prayer-book,
or the length of his creed. Let him
arrahge all such things for himself
But Godis. The deepest convictiona
of an intelligent soul spezak of an in-
telligence which {ranscends all earth-
ly thonght, The purest love thut
warms the hegrt of mortal pleads for
8 lova that i3 not bounded by the
flight of years, Each ery for justics
that goes oul from the human hearé
is o prophecy of some everlasting lawr
of right that holds the universe, This
idea is everywhere present in the
Ritual of the Order. It is in no sengs
& godlesa life that Freemasonry esks
you to live. It is a life inspired with
the thought of the Highest. Thera
is reason for cur plea in the namo ¢f
ajust and true manhood, for He who
gave us being is Himself jact and
true. Thers i3 & reality ‘in ome
thought of fraternity, for wa arve of
onefamily, and Grod is our father. Tha
thing thet man is conatantly saying
shows, in some messare, tha bent of
his mind and the structure of his
heert, 1len are not hypocrites by
nefure. This constant appeal to God
for hielp is not all epnt. 1% espresses
the honest desive of the soul. Bub
the srath of God’s presance and naturs
a5 portrayed in these rites and om-
blems thet we uge, iz bresder axd
despor than even the maest »noolouas
cmong us ara ept to imeging, Mol
rasrely es o general primciple, but a3
3 ;g:hmng fores, this theught of G2l
abidea,
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