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Forming the Tree Top.

I N the last les'ýon, we studied tlîe struc-
ture of the tree trunk, and learncd
sometlîirzg of the wvay in xvhich new

.e growth is added each year.
In this lesson, Nve shall lookc into the top

of the tree and note some of tlîe peculiarities
of the branches composing the lîead.

The formation of the hîead of nîost of our
fruit trees is beguzi in the nursery by cutting
back the top of thic youngr tree at wvhatcver
heighît it is desireci the hîead slîould start,
azîd by lopping off also the lower branches
nearly to the top. Several branches are thîus
started into rapid growtlî near the top, and
it is often lcft for the planîter ivhen trans-
planting, these trees into the orchard to thin
out ail but three or four, whîich become the
main branches and forni tlie frame-work of
the trec.

From, the main branches, which are sit-
uated upon the trunk, are throwvn out num-
crous secondary branches, which subdivide
again into smaller branches, until a brancliy
top is formed.

What Deterruines the Shape of the Head.

The form of the head depends Iargely
upon thie habit of g-rowtlî of the brariches,
which varies greatly, not only with the
different species of trees, but also with the
varieties of any particular species. In rnost
k-cinds of pears, the branches liave a very
erect habit of growth, whicli iaturally causes
them to form tali narrow heads. In apple
trees wve sec a greater tendency for the
branches to sprcad, although in a fewv var-
ieties, sucli as the YeIIow Transparent, there
is a nmore or less uprighît habit of growth as
in the pears. The branches of the Northcrn

Spy have what niight be called a curved
ereet habit, tliat is, they branchi out somne-
wvhat horizontally, and then becomne more or
less erect. A horizontal habit of branching
may be seen in the Roxbury Russet and
Grecning, an-d sucli trees form spreading
flat-topped heads. The two extremes in
habit of growth rnay be seen in the Abuzi-
dance and Burbank plums ; the former growvs
very erect, wvhilc the latter is a sprawvling,
horizontal grower, the branches of wvhich
oftcn beconie drooping froni the weighit of
crop.

Shoots.

Shoots are branches of one season 's
growth. In a young vigorous growing trcc,

the shoots annually formed art: often several
feet iii lcngthi. but as the tree becomes older
and its vigor diminishies, its energies are
turncd to the production of fruit rather than
wvood, and the new shoots are often not
more than a few inches in length. 1 n Fi g.
226o, at (a). (a)., may be seen the short shoots
of last ycar's growvth in a Morello cherry.

The long sprawling shoots in grape-vines
and berry-bushes, when matured, ancl known
as canes. The terni sucker, or watersprout,
is often applied to the strong shoots which
make their appearance on the older branches,
particularly after the tree lias been severcly
pruned. Such shoots are an effort on the
part of Nature to restore the equilibrium
between top and roots w'hich bas been dis-
turbed by severe pruning. The terni sueker
is more correctly applied to those shoots
whicli corne up around the base of the trunk,
or whvlîi springy froni underground stems or
injured roots. The tendency to sucker is
much nmore comimon iii some species than in


