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¢ 'We aro making such proparations for tho meeting of our As-
sociation at Philadelphia, July 29 to 31 inclusive, as wo think will
insuro a groat meeting. We should bo glad to have you and the
other Canadian educators, and thoe people of Philadelphia will ox-
tend a most hearty wolcomo to such'as may be prevailed on to
cross tho border.” .

Itrust that our County Associations will bo able to send some
dolegates. Tho meotings of the Association which I have attended
havo boen most intoresting and instructivo.

Beliove me, vory cincerely yours,
J. Georee HobnaIns.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN JAPAN.

To the Editor of the Canada School Journal, ;
8rr,—The othor day 1 received tho fulluwing letter from the
Hon. Jushii Tavaxa-Frintaro, Vice-Minister of Educativn 1n
Japan (who visited Toronto in 1876), accompanied by tho two
volumes to which ho refers, together with the last published re-
ort of tho Minister of Education for the Empire. The lotter is

guted Mono Cusho, Tokio, Nippoun, 16th March, 1879: !

‘* During my sojourn in the United States in the year of the
Centaennial Exhibition I had gathered the school laws of the sev-
oral States at different placos. Since my return they were trans-
lated into tho Japanese and recently ﬁublished in two volumes,
under the namsa of the American School Law, and diatributed
throughout the country.

T have now the honor to send you these books, with my best
compliments, and if you will accept them it will give mo great
pleasvre.” ’

From the report we gather the following interesting facts :

The number of elumentary schools in the seven grand school di-
visions of the Empire is 24,947, including 1,460 private schools,
The number of teachers is 52,262, or more than two on an average
to each school. Of these tenchers 49,294 were males and only 983
fomales. This fact indicates how great is still the social inferiority
of women in the Empire. The number of pupils 18 2,067,801—
1,493,688 male ana ouly 501,887 female, and this further indicates
the low social status of women in Japan. The average proportion
of girls is vastly greater in the private schools (many of them being
foreign missioaary schools, which would account for the difference).
In these schools there ave 47,258 boys and 26,073 girls. The aver-
age number of pupils in each elementary schoul iz 82, and of
teachers 2°09, being less than 40 pupils to each teacher, which is
ablfut] tho true standard of average for each teacher in our public
schools, -

Much yet remains to be done to diffuse the benefits of popular
education in Japan. For of the school population of the empire
(6,160,918) not one half (2,067,801) are enrolled as pupils.

In regard to the progress of female education in Japan it is
gratifying to observo that during the year cited the increase of fe-
male pupils reached 18 par cent., while the increase of the male
pupils was but 9 per cent.

or the'training of teachers Japan has made thus far satisfactory
provision. There are 102 Elementary Normal (equivalent to our
County Model) schools. There are two normal colleges and four
female normal schools, which is a very hopeful sign. The Japan-
ese Minister of Education evidently favors this idea, for he says:
¢“ The education of children should be so conducted as to develop
graceo and gentleness in their manners and deportment.. IXf they
are brought up under the gentler natural qualities of female teach-
ers a much better result may be expected to be attained than if
trained entirely by men. It may safely be sawd, therefore, thut as
the number of females being educated is increased, s0 the future hap-
piness of the people will be promoted.” This testimony in favor of
female teachers from-an eastern source of great antiquity is exceed-
ingly valuabls and interesting.

Amongst the educational institutions of some national impr t-
ance which are mentioned in the report, I may name the 92
¢‘ foreign language schools,” devoted to the instruction of pupils
in -arious European languages. Of these 87 are for instruction in
the English language, and & for instruction in French, Germian,
Ru sian and Chinese. There is also o college for special ccience.
Thero are 21 stadents in foreign countries under the control of the
Education Department. Some are in England, France and Ger-
many, and the remainder in the U, §, .

Provision has also been made for the inspection of the schools,
and for the rogulation of text-books. Of the latter 60. are pub-

lished by tho Education Department, 25 by other Departments of
the Govornment, and 77 are privato editions ; total, 162 in the
various branches.

Thoe Minister lays considerablo strese on tho importance of ostab-
lishing local libraries and museums, of which a fow only oxist. But
theso are regarded with considerable favor.

Your obediont servant,
J. Georar Hopans,

“AS"” AND «“ THAN.”

To the Editor of the Canada School Journal,

Sir,—In looking over the February numbor of your valuable
publication I chanced to notice the unswers to inquiries of “¢Sub-
scriber” (from Pembroke, 1 think), and was pleased that you ad-
vocated the use of Mason’s Grammar in groforonoo to all othere.
Judging from this that you wish to lay bofore your readers Mason’s
rules—and Mason’s only—I thought I would speak of the sentoace
given by you in explanation of the uses of *as,” which is not
exactly in accordance with Mason. The sentence given by you, as
complete, is: ** He did it as well as [ could doit.”” Now, accord-
ing to Mason, it is not complete. It should be: ‘“Ho did it as
well as I could do it (well)” ; and, in reality, it could not be other-
wisa, for if wo ask what the predicate in the dependent clauso is,
the answer is, doing it well; and, mnreover, not doing it <well
simply, but doing it well in o cortain degree, which is denoted by
the relative adverb ““as,” which modifies  well” (understand) in
the dependent clauso, just as the demonstrative adverb ¢¢ as” modi-
fies ¢ well” in the main clause. From this itis plai . that the first
““as” is domonstrative and modifies “well” in & main clause.
The clause “as I conld do it (well)"” also modifies well,” and is
co-ordinate with ‘‘as.” The second ** as™ is relative and modifies
¢ well” (undorstood) in the dependent clause. (Mason, 422,) For
uses of “ as” I would refer ** Subscriber” to Mason, 264 note, 290,
584, 661, 662, 654, 66b, 558, 661, 572, 167. *‘Subscriber” also asks
an opinion on * than,"” asking, if Mason does not say it is **simple
or conjunctive.” 1 am notaware of Mason calling ¢ than” simple
in any form. Hesaysitis a connective adverb, With a little
modification in meaning we can make your sentenvs, *“ He did it
better than Icould do it,” oy, in full, * He did it better than 1
could doit (well).” The sentence beginning with *¢ than” isin the
adverbial relation to the predicate in the main clause, aud ** than”
in in the adverbial relation to the predicate in the dependent
clause (Mason, 422). The original and proper meaning of **than,”
according to Mason, was ** when,” which makes its meaning quite
intelligible when keptin view. According to his explanation the
meaning of this sentence would be, ¢ When Icould do it well, he
could do it better.” Tha ¢ when"” not referring so much to.the
time as to the circumstances of the case, Mason saya: ** 1t may be
taken asa general rulo that after the relative adverbs as and than
we must supply a word of the same kind of meaning as the word
gualified by the simple or domonstrative in the main clause”; also, .
in Angln-Saxon we often find the word qualified by the relative ex-
pressed. See Mason, 548 note, For uses of ‘¢ than,” see Mason,
264 note, 549, 650, 653, 566, 559, 540, 567, &o.

Respect® illy yours,
4 PerrE Hiee Scuoon Bov.

Porth, March 24, 1879.
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THE “NEW ENGLAND TORNAL OF EDUCATION” AND
THE ROMAN CAZHOLC SEPARATE SCHOOLS OF
ONTARIOQ. . ’

To the Editor of the New England Journal of Education :

8ts,—The New England Journal of Education of the 23rd Jan.,

1879, contains some remarks relative to Xoman Catholic Separate

Schools in Ontario, Canada, which admit of a slight revision, and,

in one or two narticu\nmz of a little modification.

The Journal says :- - Individual Roman Catholics in Ontario,
whose consciences are vary teuder, have ‘rights,’ a0 called, but we
deny that the Catholics of the Provincs, in their corporate capacity,
lﬁ:ve g{liy ’fpecial rights in Ontario that they do not possess in the

ublic.
n reply to this, I beg leave to say that the Roman Catholie

School Law is the sz for all the Catholics in Ontario, whether

tneir consciences ars tender ornot. They are secured in the right



