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education is thrown away upon a fmmer. I
our farmers are content 1o jug alony in the old
way, as their fathers have dune before them, it
is pretty certain that the; will always be able to
make out a {ving, but we cannot hope thag
Cunada will ever add mueh to the general stock
of agricultural knowledye, unless we impart lo
our sons a higher education than has usually
fallen to the lot of the Caundian fiamer.  There
is an idea abroad that farmers have no need for
a classical education. 1 should like to know
the reason why. [ thnk, sir, they have just as
good reason to study mathematics and Lutin,
and Greek, too, as any hudy else. ' It the siudy
of these expands the mind of the merchany, it
will expund the mind of the youny farmer, too,
It 1t enables the plysic.an and the lawyer to
comprehend the technicalities of their profes.
sion, it will familiurze the young farmer with
the correct meaning and the correct use of his
own lan yuage, and that is a very importunt mat-
ter.  That much depends upon the ambition of
the young men themselves, we sce every day
ecxemplified. It oue of the farmer's sons ex-
presses a desire to hecome o doctor ora lawyer.
with what alacrity do not the parents m Je
many sacrifices in order that he may obtain the
best education the Provinee affords?  Is it non
evident that we live in a country pre-emmentl
agricultural 2 Is the time not drawing new
when we may say of doctors and lawgers, with-
out the sliyhtest disparazement to their profes
sions, that we have enough of them?  Then
what in the name 0f cemion sense is to become
of our young men of ambition 2 Camvied away
with the fulse idea that the quiet, plodding hte
of the farmer 15 too humiliatin s fo them ; al-
ready some of them have found their way to Aus-
tralia, to Culifornia and Carriboo;  thers fora
while they toil like galley s'aves; they comy
back again—they tell us ¢ There 7s no pluce
dike Canada.” ~ 1 would only s.y, then, tu the
farmers of Grenviile, give your farmer boys :s
good an education as you e afford,  Rv so do-
ing you will must suvely contritute to thedr bap-
pimess throush life, and to the progress and
prosperity of our common country.

I have now only to thank you for your kind
attention to my vemu ks, and to hespeak from
the farmers of Grenville now before wme, a cor
dial and unsnimous support for their azricultuin:
society.  In doing this you place a poweriu
Agexey for good in the hands of its directors,
one which will do much o the eause of i
provement around you  May the effurts of i
South Grenville Agricultural Saciety to improve
the agriculture of this part of Carada, be crown-
ed with success.

FLAX CULTIVATION.
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Now t.at spring is fst approaching, when
far:ing operations must necessarily soon com-
mence, it is to be hoped our farmers will give

flax thatattention it so well deserves, and they
who were disappointed last spring, owing toil
great drought, must not fail to make theal.
tempt again, knowing well, as they do, a
other crops suftered materially also.

While comparatively little is doing in th
Howre district, other parts of Western Canady
are making good use of their time; scved
‘new scutching mills have been erected witliy
the last two years, and in no instance, whe
the farmers can avail themselves of this facily
for preparing their flax for market, do they fa)
in taking advantage o' it. At Elora, where,
small mill was cerected a foew months ago,
legs than 70 acres were grown in thay neigh
borhood last year, and from the profit deriveg
from it over wheat. the probabilities are w
shall hiear of 700 acres being cultivated in thy
locality this incoming summer.  Several d
Rowan's millg, in addition to those importd
lagt year by the Canadian Government, ha
a0 been brought to the Province by privat
individuals. Several new companies arespring
ing up, not only for the purpose of scutchin
and preparing the raw material for a foreg
market, but for the purpose of spinning a
weaving.

The suceess of the Messrs. Perine Bros,, d
Waterloo. is a convineing proof of the prefi
attending thisx new branch of industry.  Inad
dition to four extensive scutching mills in di
ferent parts of that county, they have ereetd
at a very heavy cost alarge manufactory inth
7illaze of Doon, on the viver Speed, with mt
chinery for spinning and weaving, as well &
sentching flax for the farmers.  This iss
suarantee for the farmer, he need not be afraif
of the want of a market in future.  Mr. Ne
Crea, of Guelph, has also become a purchas
of the raw material, and will, no doubt, exten
his operations to other market towns as wi
ax Guelph. as soon asthere is asuflicient guar
tity of demands on the market.

During the last few weeks i have had con
munications T may say from all parts of th
Provinee, inquiring where seed can be proeer
ed.  Ionereply Tlave reconnmended partiest
the house of Messrs, Lyman, Elliott & (e,
Toronto, and the various flax millers in th
Western part of the Provinee, for sufficient e
the years’ sowing, but in all cases, when iti
possible, the besi jntported Rigaseed shouldb
used ; and it is to be hoped there will be «uft
cient demand in another year to warrant o
merchants in making it an article of import
In the eastern townships ‘n Lower Canadath
farmers are going into it with a will, the B
tish American Land Company, at Sherbrook
having already sec.red one of the mills fro
the Government.  Their active Commissiont,
Mz Heneker,has also sent home fora large quav
tity of Rigasced to distribute to the farmerse
their Tands, and to others desirous of obtainin
it. This exumple would be well worthy of i



