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is about half that width, both of which are free
from rockrs', thoals, “or -any other ‘impediments,
exccptmg the large mafies of floating ice, which
at that time rendered each of thefe channels very
dangerous to navxgate, although in. the fummer
feafon ; -and - in the winter, they are’ moft. pro-
_bably intirely clofed, or impaffable. - The fhores
‘of that branch had the appearance of affording - -
fome good harbours, but thefe muft neceflarily
be greatly inconvenienced by the ice, which did
not appear to Mr. Whidbey and his party, to
have been much diminifhedin the courfe of the -
fornight they had been abfent, although they had -3
not éxperiénced quite fo much difficulty in pafl- - :
ing through it on their return, as on their outfet,
which was accomplifhed as befere ftated, havingy
notw}ithﬁanding the extremely fevere and boif-
serous weather that had - generally prevailed,
complctcd in about fixteen daysa traverfe of up-
wards of five hundred mules.

Such being the refult of Mr. Whidbey’s re~
fearches, T fhall now proceed to-notice fuch cir~
cumftances refpeting the port in which the vef-
fels had taken their ftation, and the neighbouring
fhores of Crofs found as fell%nder my obferva~ &
tion. . |
Altheough the exiftence of this fpaczous arm’ of
the ocean has bcen pubhcly denied by fome vifi<-
tors fubfequent to- its* ériginal difcovery by Cap-""
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