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Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER.
My, Speaker, I was very glad to hear the
Solicitor (General (Mr. Fitzpatrick) to-night.
I waited patiently fo have my curiosity
gratified bn this question, I desire to know,
if possible, whether the Solicitor Genetal of
Canada ever had anything to do with the
contract that is now before this Parliament
for its approval. I was satisfied;” from the
speech of the hon. Minigter of Raﬂways (Mr.

: Blair), that he, to somé extent, had exoxer-
ated his department from the responsibility

of ever having been consulted with regard

' to a clause or a lihe of that contract: and

I waited, with some interest, t know whe-
ther the Department of Jfistice nad ever

been feferred .to in connpection with this

astounding document—for never from the
hands of any government in ‘any province of
itself; or of the gov-
ernment of any counily with the history of
which I'am familiar, has there come such a
miserable, lame, halting, humiliating docu-
mentas this'Mann & Mackenzie contract, S0

"far as the responsibﬂxty of the Government

jintrodueing it is concerned. Inmteresting as
was the speech of the Solicitor General, 1
cannot, I am sure, be considered as taking
extreme ground when'I say’ tHat that hon.
yentleman gave less attention to the con-
tract and the.terms of the contract than he
did to. the very-interesting historical and

diplomatic matters which only bear incident

ally upon this question. Upon the interna-.
tional law that.the hon. gentleman laid’
down, variomepositions may be taken. But, |
when we come to the very tmportant gumes- |
tion to the people‘of Canada as to the terms
of this contractghamfelt that he was skating |
on thin ice. I will do him the justlce to say -
that he felt the awkwardness of his posl-
tion, and, so shéltered himself by saying—
and saymg very guickly—tlat the detalls of
thje contract are to be discussed hereafter. ’
I venture to reply <o him; to-night, that, in .
the opinion of most of the business men’ of
Canada, it wonld have been better if the de-
tails of the contract had been considered. be-
fore ; it wolald have been better had the Goy-
ernment had the advice of the paid, and well
paid, advisers of the Government in connec-
tion with the contrac et us consider that -
question, for it is at‘wac ical one, and it
meets'us at the outsef. 'I'have said to-night
that it is & guess, but, I think, a_reasoitable -
guess, that the Minister.of Raﬂways and .
his department ‘knew nothing of this con-

tract at.all until the position of the” Gov-
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‘ernment was taken with regard to it. I.

shall be contradicted, of course, by the Min- )
ister of Railways, who is present, if I am ’
wrong, when I state, subject to his correc-
tion, that there is not in the Railway De-
partment, nor was there obtained” from it,
a report or advice as to the terms or draft-
ing of these different clauses, or of any
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