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to rejoice at our signal 'Success in inflicting a vastly disproportionate
iIujury on the enemy, and in wvholly defeating ail his plans of
operation against this r'

Major-G'eneral Brown to the Secretary 0f War.
H-EADQUARTERS, FORT 1~,Sept. 29th, 1814.

SuRi,-In iny letter of the l8th iust. I briefly informed Yeu of
the fortunate issue of fihe sortie which took place the day preced-
ing. But it is due to the gallant officers and mnen to whose bravery
we are indebted for our success on this occasion, that I should give
you a more circumstanti*al and detaiiled account of this atfij3ir

The enenxy's camp I had ascertained bo be situated in a -field
surrounded by wocids, nearly two miles distant from their batteries
and entrenchmaents,,, the objeet of which was to keep the part of the
force which was mot upon duty out of the range of our fixe fromn
Fort Erie and Black Rock. Their infantixy was forined into three
brig!aýdes, e.stimated at 12 or 1.5 hundred men euch.. One of these
brigades -with a detail from their a.rtillery was stationed at their

woks (thesr being abojut .500 yards distant £rom, old Fort Erie
and fthe right, of our lime.) We had ali'eady suffered nxuch from
the, fire o! two of their bâtteriez and were a'ware that a third. was
about bo open upon us. UJnder these circumstances, I resolved to
storm the batteries, destroy the cannon, and roughly handie the
brigade upon duty before those in reserve could be brt-ughý into
action..

On the morning of the 17th, the infantry and riflexnen, regulars
and iitia, were ordt-red bo be paraded and put in Yeadiness to
march precisely at 12ocok Gen. Porter with the volunteers,
Colonel Gibson with the rilienien, and Ma;jor Bro)oks; with the -'Md
and lst Infantrv îand a few dragoons acting as infa.ntry, were
ordered b move from the extreme left of our position upon thxe
enemy's right by a passage opened throngh tixe woods for thxe
occasion. Gen. w11c as directedI tt) tation his comma-ad in the
mrine wbhich lies between Fort Erie and the enemy's baUteries, by
pasting them by detacients, throughrl the skiats of thxe wood, and
the 2lst, Ina.ntry under Gen. Ripley wais posted w-, a corps of reserve
between the ncwý b.,'4ioni o! Fort Erie-ail under cover and ont of
the .-iew of th,- enen-xy.

About 20 minutes befoire ' 3 p. ni. 1 fountd the left- columns under
tke- commxand of Gen. Perter, which were des3tîned to turu the
lenenxys right., withiu a few rodis of the British entrencl-uents.
They wrere ortlered to advance anil comxalienee the -action. ?assinrg
dowýn the ravine. 1 judged froni the report. that. the action hand


