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“MONGQIIAN”.

- to His

,. eople,

1‘ The Supmes&c& Pastoral (in
part)--From ghe Lendon, En

'and’ Tan'ego

My Very Dear Brethren,—I nnot
tell you how instant and how Present

f (e thought of you has been to .me
; thfoughout the months “of suﬂering
" and of mourning which 'we.-have pass—

ed through. I had to leave you ab-
ruptly on the 20th of August in order
. {o fulfil my last duty towards the be-

" joved and venerated Pope whom we

pave lost, and in order to discharge
an obligation of the conscience from
which T could not dispense myself in
the election of the successor of Pius
X, the Pontiff who now directs the
Church under the title, full of pro-
mise and of Hope, of Benedict XV.

It was in Rome itself that I<re-
ceived the tidings—stroke after stroke
_of the partial destruction of the
(athedral church of Louvain, next of
the burning of the Library and of
the scientific installations of our great
University and of the devastation of
the city, and next of the wholesale
shooting of citizens, and tortures in-
flicted upon women and children, and
gpon unarmed and undefended men.
And while I was still under thé shock
of these calamities the telegraph
brought us news of the bombardment
of our beautiful metropolitan church,
of the church of Notre Dame au dela
la Dyle, of the episcopal palace, and
of a great part of our dear mty of
Malines,

* ¥ B * * * *

I any man had rescued you from
shipwreck or from a firé, you would
assuredly hold yourself bound to him
by 4 debt of everlasting thankfulness.
Butit i not one man, it is two hun-
dred-ald fifty thousand men who
fought, who suffered, who fell for you
so fhat you might be free, so that
Belgiom ' might keep her independence,
ber“dynasty, her patriotic unity; so
that ‘after the vicissitudes of battle
shé might rise nobler, purer, more
trect, and more glorious than be-
fore.

Pray daily, my brethren, for these
tvo hundred and fifty thousand, and
for their leaders to victory;" pray for
our brethren in arms; pray for the
fallen; pray for those who are still
eigaged;- pray for the recruits who

are making ready for the fight to
come,

b * % * * & *
WHAT BELGIUM HAS SUFFERED.
Better than any other man, perhaps,
do I know what our unhappy country
B28 undergone. Nor will any Belgian,
Lirust, doubt what I suffer in my

, %, as a citizen and as a Bishop, i
!Ympathy with all this sorrow. These
four last. months have seemed to me
elong. By thousands have our
e ones been mown down; wives,
’:;\gers are weeping for those they
never see again; hearths  are
desolate: dire poverty spreads, an-
8Uish increases. At Malines, at Ant-
Werp, the people of two great cities
have been given over, the one for six
bours, the other for thlrty -four hours,

‘are destroyed—11 still stand. At Lou- g
vain the third part of the bulldmgsl :

.appeared; on the town land and in the .
suburbs, 1;823 houses have been burnt. {1}

of a continuous bombardment, to the.
throes of death. I have traversed the
greater part of the districts most ter- [
Fibly devastated in my  diocese, and
the uins 1 beheld, and the ashes were [
more dreadful than I, prepared by the
saddest ~forebodings, could have im-
agined. Other parts of my diocese,
which I have not yet had time to visit,
have in like manner been laid waste.
Churches, schools, asylums, hospitals,
convents in great numbers, are
ruins.. Entire villages have all but
disappeared. At Werchter-Wacker-
zeel, for instance, out of 380 homes,
130 remain; at Tremeloo t\\o—thlrds‘
of the village are overthrown at Bue- :
ken, out of 100 houses 20 are stand- §
ing; at Schaffen, 189 houses ot of 200

are down; 1,074 dwellings have dis

* * * L * * *

In this dear city of Louvain, per~'

petually in my thoughts, the magnifi- }}}

cent church of St. Peter will never re- [i
ocover its former splendor. The an-
cient college of St. Ives. the art
schools, the consular and commercial
schools  of the University, the old
markets, our rich library with its col-
lections,; its “unigue and unpublished
manuscripts, its-archives, its gallery
of -great -portraits of illustrious rec-
tors, chancellers, professors, dating
from the time of its foundation, which
preserved for masters and students
alike a noble tradition and were an
incitement in ‘their studies—all this
accumulation of intellectual, of his-
foric, ‘and of artistic riches, the fruit

in {4y

T

tle Belglum has taken a foremost
' pﬁwe in the esteem of nations.

T am

)| aware that certain onlookers, notably
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comfortable.

Don't kick at the cold weather, its just what
we expect at this season. Take advantage of our
cheap underwear (heavy weight) and make your
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of. the Iabors of five centuries—all is
in the dust.

Many a parish has lost its pastor.
There is sounding in my ears the sor-
rowful voice of an old man of whom/
I asked whether he had had Mass on
Sunday in his battered church. “It is
two months,” heé said, “since we had
a Church.” The parish priest and the
curate had been interned in a con-
centration camp.

Thousands of Belgian citizens have
in like manner been deported to the
prisons of Germany, to Munsterlagen,
to Celle, to Magdeburg. At Munster-
lagen alone three thousand ‘one hun-
dred civil prisoners were numbered.
History will tell of the physical and
moral torments of their long martyr-
dom. Hundreds of innocent men were
.shot. I possess 1Mo complete necrol-
ogy; but I know that there _were
ninety-one shot at ~ Aerschot, that
there, under pain of death, their fel-
low citizens were compelled to dig
their graves. In the Louvain group
of communes 176 persons, men and

women, old men and suCklings, rich
and poor, in health and in sickness,
Were shot or burnt. s

* In my diocese alone I know that
13 priests or i'eli"glous were ;;ut'to
de‘ath. One of these, the parisl1 priest
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& across the stream of blood have you !

that Belfinm ‘has grown great?
| which of us would have the heart to

\

-

of Gelrode, suffered, I believe, a veri-
table martyrdom. I made a pilgrim-
age to his grave, and, mid the little
flock which so lately he had been feed-
ing with the zeal of an apostle, th‘erc
did I pray to him that from the height
of Héaven he would guard his parish,
his diocese, his country.

We cam neither number our dead
nor compute the measure of our ruins.
And what would it be if we turned
our sad steps towards Liege, Charle-
roi and elgewhere?

And there where lives were not tak-
en, and there where the stones of
buildings were not thrown down, what
anguish unrevealed! Families hither-
to living at ease, now in bitter want;
all commerce at an. end, dll careers
ruined; industry at ‘a standstill;
thousands upon thousands of working
men  without employment; working
women, shop glrls, humble servant
glrls without the means of earning
their bread; and poor- souls forlorn
on the bed of sickness and fever, ery-
ing, “O Lord, how long, how long?”

PATRIOTISM IN ACTION.

Across the smoke of conﬂagratlon,

not glimpses, do you not percelve
signs of His love for us? Is there 2
patriot among us who does not Know
Nay,

cancel this la.st page of our national
history? Wl;ich o,g us does not exult
in the brightness ‘of' the ory of this
shattered nation? When her throes
rifgs forth heroes,” our Mother"

gives her own énérgy to the

bleod of ‘those sons of hé‘ Let us
wledge tht we neetfe' ‘2 lesson

'il:l pai’r‘lotlsm. There were Belgians.

suclr who wuted their timé,

sonal kinships, than party feeling,
and this is the need and the will to
devote ourselves to that more general
interest which Rome termed the pub-
lic .thing, Res publica. And this pro-
found will within us is Patriotism.

* * * * s ® Ed

QOur country is not a mere con-
course of persons or of families in-
habiting ‘the same soil, having amongst
themselves, more or less intimate, of
business, of neighborhood, of a com-
munity of memories, happy or un-
happy. Not so: it is an association of
living souls subject to a social organi-
zation to be defended and safeguarded
at all costs, even the cost of blood,
under the leadership of those presid-
ing over its fortunes. And it is be-
cause of this general spirit that the
people of a country live a common
lifé ‘in the present, through the past,
through the aspirations; the hopes, the
confidence in a life to ‘come, which
they share together. Patriotism,” an
internal principle of order and unity,
an organic bond of the members of a
nation, was placed by the finest think-
ers of Greece and Rome at the head
of the natural virtues. Aristotle, t%
prince of the philosophers

the city—that is, the State—to be the
ivery ideal of human duty., And the
religion of Christ makes of patriotism §
a positive law; there is no perfect
Chrlstlan who 18 not a perfect patriot.

THE REWABB OF THE SLAIN.

‘1 Was asked lately by a Staff officer
whether a soldier talling ina righte-
ous cause—apd our causge is such; to

i B R T AP Y

tiquxty, held dlsmterested service of :

demonstration—is not veritably a
martyr. Well, he is not a martyr in
the rigorous theological meaning of
the word, inasmuch as he diés in
arms, whereas the martyr delivers
himself, undefended and unarmed,
into the hands of the executioner.
But if T am asked what I think of the
eternal salvation of a brave man who
has consciously givcn'his life in de-
ferice of his country’s honour, and in
vindication of violated justice, I shall
not hesitate to reply that awithout any
doubt whatever Christ crowns his
military valour, and that death, ac-
cepted in this Christian spirit, assures
the safety of that man’s soul. “Great-
er love than this no man hath,” said
our Saviour, “that a man lay down his
life for 'his friends.” "And the soldier
who dies to save his brothers, and to
defend the hearths and altars of his
country, reaches this highest’ of all
degrees of charity. He may not have
made a close analyms' of the value of
his sacrifice; but must we -suppose
that God requires of the plain g)oldler
in the excitement of battle the me-
thcdxcally prec:sion ‘of the moralist or
the ‘theologian? Can we who revere
his heroism doubt that his God wel-
comes him with love?

Christian mothers, be proud of your
sons. Of all griefs, yours is perhaps
the most worthy of veneration. 'I
 think T behold you in your atfllctiou.
but erect, standing at the side of the
Mother ‘of Sorvows, at the foot of the
Cross, Suffer us to offer you not only
‘our copdolence but our congratula-
tion. Not all our heroes obtain’ milj-’
-tary honors, but for all we expect the
immortal crown of the elect. For this
is the v-lrtue of a slngle act of perfect
harity; ‘it cancels a whole litetlme ot

3

sins. 1t tra(uaforms a slnh;l man lnto
. .a saint. -

} Assur edly a great and a Chris
‘ ,,oonﬁort 1s ‘the

‘our own me

Jgooa faith submlt w;the disélpnné

thel‘i' leaders in the service h%’i

)| pose of protest.

| Russian province.

; | oceupied portion of
1 a position it is com]
hi | The greater part of o towns, having

{in Italy and in Holland, have asked
{how it could be necessary to expose
| this country to so immense a loss of

wealth and life, and whether a vérbal
manifesto against hostile aggression,
or a single cannon-shot on the fron-
tigr, would not have served the pur-
But assuredly all
men of good feeling will be with us
in our rejection of these paltry coun-
sels. Mere utilitarianism is no suffi-
cient rule of Christian citizenship.
‘On the 19th of April, 1839, a treaty
was signed in London by King Leo-

il pold, in the name of Belgium, on the

one part, and by the Emperor of Aus-

| tria, the King of France, the Queen of
{4 Bngland, the King of Prussia, and the
| Emperor of Rissia, on the other; and

its seventh articie decreed that Bel-

,' gium should form a separate and
i perpetually neutral, State, and should
{be held to the

observance of this
neutrality in regard to all other
| States. The co-signatories promised,

| for themsgelves and their successors,
| upon thelr oath, to fulﬁl and to ob-
|'serve that treaty in every ppint and
‘ every article withont contravention,
.| or tolerance of

contravention. Bel-
| gium was thus bound in honor to
defend her own independepce. She
kept her word. The other Powers
were bound to respect and ' to pro-
tect her neutrality. Germany viola-
ted her oath; England kept hers.

These are the facts.

The laws of conscience .are sover-
eign laws. We should have acted
unworthily had we evaded our obliga-
tion by a mere feint of resistance.
And now we would not rescind our
first resolution; we exult in it
Being. called upon to write a most
solemn page in the history of our
country, we resolved that it should
be also a sincere, also a glorious
page. And as long as we are com-
pelled fo give precof of endurance, so
long we shall endure.

Truce, then, my brethren,
murmurs of complaint. Remember
St. Paul’'s words to the Hebrews, and
through them to all of Christ’s flock,
when, referring to the blcody sacri-
fice of our Lord upon the Cross he
reminded them that they had not yet
resisted unto blood. Not only to the
Redeemer’s example shall: you look,
but algo to that of the thirty thou-
sand, perhaps forty thousand, men
who have already shed their life-
"blood for their country. In compari-
son with them, what haye you en-
:dured who are deprived of thg daily
comfqrts of your lives, your news-
papers, your means of travel, com-
munication with your families? Let
the patriotism of our Army, the hero-
ism of our King, of our beloved Queen
in her magnanimity, serve to stimu-
late us and support us. Let us bemoan
ourselves no more., Let us deserve
the coming deliverance. ILet us has-
iten it by our virtue even more than
by our prayers. Courage, brethren.
Suffering passes away; the crown of
;Yife for the souls,\the crown of glory
for our nation, shall not pass.

DUTY UNDER INVASION.

I do not require of ydu to rendunce
any of your national desires. On the
contrary, I hold it as part of the ob-
ligations of my episcopal office to in-
struct you as to your duty in face of
the Power, that has invaded our soil
and now occupies the greater part of
owr country. The authority of that
Power is no lawful authority. There-
fore in the soul and conscience you
owe 1t neither xespect Yor attach-
ment, ‘nor ohedxence The sofe’ law-
ful authority in Belgium is that of
cur King, of our Government, of the

This authority-alone has a right to
our affection, our submlssion

Thus, the invaders’ acts of public
admlnistratlon have in t.hemsﬁves no
authority, but

as aﬂect the general interests, and
this ratification, and this only, gives
thein Juridi¢’ valus.
Qccupied provinces are not ‘congu-
ered provinces. Belgium is no more
a German province than Galiciais a
Neventheless the
coun;try is in

to endure.

| surrendered to the en
tions, are bound to ober%
ditions. From the outset"
operations the civil
country urg:

to all |

elected representatives of the nation. |

legitimate authority i
has tacitl.y ratified such of those acts

are holding dominion among us by
military force, and who agsuredly can-
not be sensible of the  chival-
rous energy with: which- we have de-
fended, and are still defending, our
independence, let us conduct ourselves
with’ all needful forbearance Some
among them have declared
selves willing to mltlgate asg far as
possible, the severity of our situa-
tion, and to help us to recover some
mjnimum of regular civic life. Let
us obserye the rules they have
laid uoon us so long as those rules do
not violate our personal liberty, nor
our conscignces as Christians, nor
our duty to ‘our country. Let us not
take bravado for. courage, nor tumult
for bravery.
A WORD TO THE PRIESTS.

You especially, my dearest brethren
in the priesthood, be you at once the
best examples of Patriotism and the
best supporters of public order. On
the field of battle you have been mag-
nificent. The King and the Army ad-
mire the intrepidity of our military
chaplains in face of death, their char-
ity at the work of the ambulance,
Your Bishops are proud of you.

You have suffered greatly. You
have endured much calumny. But be
‘patient; history will do you justice.
I to-day bear witness for you.

Wherever it ha§ been possible I
have questioned our people, our clergy,
and particularly a certain number of
priests who had been deported to a
German prison, but whom a principle
of humanity, to which I gladly render
homage, has sef at liberty. Well, I
affirm upon my honor, and I am pre-
pared to assert upon faith of my oath,
that until now I-have met a single
ecclesiastic, igecular or regular, who
had once incited civilians to bear arms
against the enemy. All have loyally
followed the .instructions of their
bishops, given in the early days of
August, to the effect that they were to
use their moral influence over the civil
population; so that order might be pre-
served and military regulations ob-
served.

Our distress has moved the other
nations. England, Ireland, and Scot-
land, France, Holland, the * United
States, Canada, have vied with each
other in ‘generosity for our relief. It
is a spectacle at once most mournful
and most noble. Here again is a re-
velation of the Providential Wisdom
which draws good from evil. In your
name, my brethren, and in my own, I
Sffer the Governments and the nations
-that have succoured us the assurance
L0f our admiration and our gratitude.

With a touching goodness our Holy
Father Benedict XV. has been the
first to incline his heart towards us.
When, a few moments after his elec-
tion, he deigned to take me in his
arms, I was bod enough then to ask
that the first Pontifical Benediction
he spoke should be given to Belgium,
already in deep distress through the
war. He eagerly closed with my wish
which I knew would also be yours.
To-day, with delicate Kkindness, His
Holiness has taken the step to re-
nounce the annual offering of Peter’s
Pence from Belgium. In a letter
dated on the beautiful festival of the
Immaculate Virgin, Dec. 8th, he as-
sures us of the part he bears in our
sufferings, he prays for us, calls down
upon our Belgium the protection of
Heaven, and exhorts us to hail in the
then approaching advent of the
Prince of Peace, the dawn of better
days.

* * * * B * *

The present letter shall be read on

Lthe following datés—on the first day

of the year and on the Sundays fol-
lowing the day on which it shall
severally reach you.

Accept, my dearest brethren, my

wishes and prayers for you, and for

the happiness of your families, and
receive, 1T pray you, my paternal bene-
djction.
D. J. MERCIER,
Archbish8p of Malines.
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