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NORTH WES L\ iDi

The platform of the Liberal party upon
the question of the lands belonging to
the Dominion on the North-West is thus
defined in the amendment recently
moved in Parliament by Mr. Charlton :

That in the opinion of this House our aim
should be to people the agricultural regions
of the North-West with independent free-
bolders, each cultivating his own farm and
paying therefor no more than the public trea-
sury receives, and that sa’e in the case of
town plots, or other exceptional cases, the
sale of North-West agricultu:al lands should
as a rule be made to actual settlers only on

~ reasonable conditions of settlement, and in
quantities limited to the area which can be
reasonably occupied by a settler.

In introducing his resolution Mr.
Charlton spoke as follows in reference to
the North-West :

We have In the North-West a vast region,
the capabilities of which ace just b ginning
to be fairly understood. W: have in that
country, 8ir, a region of piobably seven or
eight hundred miles in width adapted for
settlement and cultivation. Itembracistwo
of the great river systems of this count:y,
the Mackenzie River and the system flowing
through Lake Winnipeg into Hudson Bay.
It bas a chain of lakes almost equal in size
and importance to the great chain of lakes
upon our borders between us and the United
States. It is a country, siv, which as we
become more intimately acquainted with its
resources the more it rises in our estimation.
1ts value is much greater than was supposad
some years 8go. As to the question of what
population that county will suppost, I pre-
sume from recent investigations that we jus-
tified in supposing the Nocth-West will maiy-
tain a population of twenty-five millions.

Considering the vast extent of this
territory and its great future value, we
the better appreciate the position taken
by the Liberal party, na..ely that it
should not be cut up into great estates
in the hands of speculators, and that
settlers should not be obliged to deai
‘with middlemen but shoul'l- be able to
obtain their land directly fro.n the
Crown upon the ‘most favorable ter us.
Mr. Charlton pointed out that the lan‘l
policy of the Government leil to feverish
speculation and that the evil which
would come of it would far exceed any
benefit which might accrue. We quote
a portion of his remarks upon this sub-
ject: :

v If we look the case carefully over, I think
we will find that the circumstances in the
United States and those in this country at
this time present the same featuces, and I
have very great apprehensions that the result
will be here, as the result there was, a seri-
ous collapse of public and private credit, and
the infliction of loss and injury upon the
coungry. The effects already ot the removal
of vast amounts of capital from Ontario to
the North-West are being sensibly felt, and
they will be more seriously felt in the course
of a few months. The effects. too, of the mi-
gration of thousands and tens of thousands
of the beat class of the population of Ontario
to the North-West are being sensibly felt.
‘The value of property in the Province of On-
tario is being depreciated, farms ace being
forced upon the macket, causing a decline in
prices, aad there is no doubt that what will
be a gain to Manitoba in this respect will be
a loss to the older Provinces.

Mr. Charlton also spoke of the danger
which the establishment ot great coloni-
zation societies might bring upon the
government of the country. The con-
dition in the contracts with the societies
by which their grants would beco.ne
forfeit in certain events might be em-
ployed by a corrupt govern nent to their
own adva tage. Mr. Charlton was taken
to task by.the Premier for suggesting the
possibility of corruption, and we can
well imagine how Parliament laughed in
its sleeve at such a protest from the
‘hero of the Pacific Scandal. The public
will form their own conclusions as to
whether the men, who took so freely of
Sir Hugh Allen’s money, will hesitate
about accepting contributions from
societies, which may desire to have their
legal term of life prolonged.

WATER WORKS.

The Water Committee have got
fairly to work and we believe are in
earnest in their intentions to secure for
the city a supply of water at the
least possible cost. They express a
determination to proceed as rapidly as
they can, and yet to move with caution ;
being fully alive to the importance of
making no mistake at the outset of such
an important undertaking. Their first
practical step will be to take the opinion
of competent engineers, and we have
reason to know that in making the selec-
tion of the persons with whom they shall
«communicate, they are availing them-
selves of the experience of at least one
other city. The eyes of the citizens are
upon the three gentlemen who have this

matter in hand, who feel quite fully the
grave nature of the responsibility which
has been cast upon them. We are satis-
fied that if the Committee fail to give
satisfaction it will be through no fault of
theirs.

IT WILL t;'r ‘ ‘
The Reporter feigils a great deal of in’
dignation overa redent allusion made by
the Heratp to the late Judge Fisher.

Our contemporary wanted us to tell it
something which Mr. Pickard had done

for York in his representative capacity.|

We complied ; and, having done so, we
suggested a comparison between his re-
cord and that of the late Judge Fisner,
who, for several years, represented York
at Ottawa. There was nothing wrong in
this. The only way to judge of a repre-
sentative's usefulness is to compare what
he has done with what others have ac-
complished. The cownparison is particu-
larly appropriate in York County, for, as
every one knows, Mr. C. H. B. Fisher's
strongest canvass was that he was “the
nephew of his uncle ”"—Le neveu de mon
oncle, as Napoleon the little used to put
it. Instead of making the comparison,
the Reporter treats us to so.ue gush about
the Bench, and somne fervid adulation of
Judge kisher, for whose usefulness, in his
day and generation, no one has a higher
ad uiration than the Editor of the
HeraLp. But speaking of the Judge we
won ler what he would have said of a
Liberal-Conservative in the days of his
pristine vigor. How he would have
ridiculed such a political monstrosity.
This, however, is aside from the point.
Our allusion was to Judge Fisher as a
representat.ve in the Doininion Parlia-
...ent, and we say that his record is a
barren one an that all York has got out
of Confederation it has obtained durirg
the perio | which John Pickard has been
its representative, and presuwably by his
influence. The Reporter is very foolish
in thinking that it can escape the conse-
quence of 1ts reckless challenge by in-
voking the .uewory of the late Judge.
It threw down the gauntlet; we have
taken it up, an:1 when it refuses to make
goo:l its chalienge, on the fl.usy pretence
that we have been wanting in respect to
a gentle.uan now deceased, which, how-
ever, we deny, 1t siuply betrays cowar-
dice. he truth is that it has gone on so
iong sneering ‘at Mr. Pickard, without
anybo iy paying any attention to it, that
it 1s taken ail aback when brought down
to har | facts, and the valuable services
which Mr. Pickard has rendered the
peop.e are .n part set forth.

INDEPENDENCE.

In lepen.dence in pouitics, we imagine
means the entertamming of opinions and
being in a position to act upon them.
When an issue is presented to the people
an | a candidate when asked which sid;;
he is on, ¢iarus to be independent, this
s:mply i.eans either that he has no opin-
ion or is afraid to express it. We have a-
Reior.u platfora: and a Reforin party in
local politics. All wen fit to represent
a constituency must entertain some views
in respect to that platfor.n, therefore the
self-style | “in.lependents” are either un-
fit for the position of representatives, or
they are uuwilling, until they see which
party will win, to say which side they are
on. Itissaid that Mr. Fraser, if he contests
York for the local, means to run upon
the non-co.nwittal ticket, that the leader
of the Government is going to pose as
“the great in lepen lent.” In the mean-
tiwme he has whispered into the ears of
some, whose assistance he would like to
havein making the re-construction, which
will ve n cessary if the Government
escapes annihilation, that he will do many
things in the future which he has left un-
done in the past; but to the public he is
to be an.independent. So with another
M. E. C,, our genial forecastle friend in
St.John. “Bob Marshall is iny ticket and
my plat§rn,” says the good natured soul,
and on this he rests his canvass. “I've
worked pretty hard for you, I say,” is the
the watchword of the Sunbury M. E. C.
Then we have a lot of new men who are
independent. Mr. E. McLeod, in St John,
isoneof the.n. So is Mr. William Wilson
in York. So too, we hear, is Mr. Colter.
These gentleinen, surely, do not wish the
public to believe that they have watched
politics all their lives, and yet have no
opinion upon the important issues laid
down in the Opposition platform. If
elected ; they must take so.ne stand upon
these questions. It seems to us that the
men the country wants in the Legislature
are those who hold definite opinions upon

public questions.
OUR NEiGHBORS.

We have three city contemporaries full
of Toryismn and love for the Local Gov-
ernment. They are supposed to discuss
political questions and in our modest way
we try to answer. This we have always
done in the fairest possible way, invari-
ably quoting their own words whenever
we wished to turn their own arguments
against them. In addition we have tried
to present the views entertained by the
Opposition'in both Legislatures clearly.
We have gone into the matter in earnest,
and have, on several occasions, by keep-
ing the run of what they published, suc-
ceeded in making our contemporaries
answer themselves and each other. This
is a fair and legitimate style of argument.
From the days of Socrates it has always
been considéred a good method of dis-
cussion to make your opponent’s argu
ments answer each other. We have
avoided no challenges which have been
made, and have given facts. to support
our arguments whenever they have been
called for. One would suppose that if,
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lt_neig?ﬁwould not get vex;d so often.
' The following loving remérks have been

actuated by the narrowest and deepest-
dyed spirit of partyism.” This is the
Farmer's, contribution, and is:to repay
having for'the third or fourth time
s it 6 “eat itH OwWn words! ™ “A
s¢ribbler,” “trash.” . These are the Re-
porter's endearing terms, and they are
lavished upon us with a whole lot of other
choice language, because we drove it into
a corner. The Capital simply talks about
“insults” and “falsehoods.” It does this
out of “ pure cussedness.” And so they
go on, week after week, not one of them
daring to meet us in the fair field of ar-
gument, or to quote what we say to show
that their vituperation is justifiable.
Their politics is to abuse the HEraLD.
We have the satisfaction of knowing that
it is child’s play only to keep the three
of them busy.
THE INDEPENDENCE OF CANADA.
A public man in England, we have for-
gotten just who, recently made reference
to the claim made on behalf of Canada
of the right to make her own treaties,
and said that he saw in it indications that
the time was near at hand when the de-
pendency of the Dominion upon the
Empire would cease. While they desire
to enjoy the largest measure possible of
self-government the people of Canada, as
a general thing, do not seriously contem-
plate the probability of a separation from
the Mother Country, even at a remote
y. Yet it is evident that when the
country becomes peopled to anything
approaching fulness, it will no longer be
possible to maintain the existing rela-
tions between England and Canada. We
have already had independence in the
matter of tariff making conceded. From
this the right to make independent com-
mercial treaties follows almost as a
matter of course. The opinion that
the Governor General should be a
Canadian is a growing one, and this
is only preliminary to the claim of the
power of appointing him. When these
are conceded Canada will cease to be a
dependency, for the reservations of
Legislative power in the British North
America Act are simply formal, and
will only be exercised by the Imperial
Parliament in accordance with the wishes
of the people of Canada. It is not a little
curious that every step towards indepen-
dence has been taken during a Tory
administration, notwithstanding the fact
that that the gentlemen of that school
arrogate to themselves all the loyalty in
the country. Whatever may be granted
\to Canada Australia will demand and re-
Jceive, and the smaller colonies will not
rest content with less privileges. It must
therefore be apparent to every thoughtful
mind that a great change in the status of
the British Empire is not far off; but it
by no means follows that the change will
be in the direction of weakness.

A GREA PR)T EC

1t is said that the French Government
has determined to take up de Lessep’s
project and cut a canal so as to let the
waters of the Medeterranean in upon the
desert of Sahara. As an engineering feat
this project is not remarkable. As much
of the Sahara is of a lower level than the
the ocean, it follows that the digging of a
ditch through the hills which form a bar-
rier to the sea will be all that is necessary.
To be sure the ditch would be a long one,
and a broad one, and a deep one. Itis
in its effects upon the future of Europe
and Africa that this project assumes its
greatest proportions. The great desert,
we are told by late travellers, is not entire-
ly a barren waste, but contains many
considerable areas which are fertile, but
separated from each other by long
stretches of sterile sand. Through these
sandy valleys the waters of the ocean
would flow, and thousands of square miles
of land would be opened to commirce.
The interior of Africa would no longer be
unknown and almost uninhabitable by
Europeans, but its climate would undergo
a radical change. The greatest of all the
results would be in the long narrow strip
of land which now forms the north coast
of Africa, but which would then have a
wide stretch of water upon both sides of
it. Its climate would become that of a
paradise. Upon the climatic condition of
the south of Europe tue new sea would
produce effects of great importance. There
can be little doubt that the mild and
almost tropical character of the tempera-
ture of southern Europe is due largely to
the presence of the immense desert to
the south, where the air is heated and
carried northward over the Mediteranean
becomes charged with vapor and tem-
pered down until, when it reaches Italy
and Greece, it is of the balmy character
which distinguishes these countries. If
the great air heating furnace is replaced
by a body of water there must be a cor-
responding change in the climate of the
countries to the north and in the charac-

ter of their inhabitants.

s e e B

We understand that it has been
decided that Mr. Arthur Glasier will be
associated with Mr. G. A. Sterling as a
Reform candidate in Sunbury. Mr.
Glasier is the son of Senator Glasier. He
is thirty years of age and has resided in
Sunbury all his life, where he is well
known and highly esteemed. His can-
didature will be very popular, and he
will, with Mr. Sterling, make a combi-
nation which it will be difficult to defeat.

— e
—The Czar is getting ready to be

as they pretend to believe, we are always
wrong and they are always right, onv

crowned and has instructed his Chief of
I Police to take every protective measure.

‘bestowed upon us this week : “A journal |

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE STRANGER APPR )ACH-
ING THE EARTH AT THE RATE OF TWO MILs
LION MILES PER DAY.

At 4 o'clock on the morning of March
18, Mr. Charles S. Wells, one of the as-
sistants in the Dudley Observatory, dis-
covered a small but very bright comet in
the constellation Hercules. . This comet
bids fair to be the astronomical sensa-
tion of the year. On the morning of dis-
covery Mr. Wells was able to securs but
few definite observations, owing to weari-
ness and rapid approach of dawn. He
did, however, measure a rough position of
it,and noticed that it had a small tail,
equal to about one-fifth of the diameter
of the moon in length. This tail was in-
tensely bright, and there was the appear-
ance of a starlike body in the head. News
of the discovery was immediately com-
municated to astronomers and to the
public, but owing to unfavorable weather
but few observations have thus far been
obtained. At the Dudley Observatory,
of course, the new comet has been the
one topic of absorbing interest.

THE CONDENSED BRIGHTNESS
of the head, the narrow tail and the slow
apparent motion across the face of the
sky, all served to heighten the interest
which was felt and led the astronomers
in Albany to predict for the strange body
an extraordinary future. The night ot
March 19 was clear, and another obser-
vation was made at the Dudley Observa-
tory by Professor Bors and his assistants.
The view then only served to intensify
impatience for the time to arrive when
the third observation could be made,
which is always necessary before the
future course of a comet can be predict-
ed. On Tuesday night their eyes were
again rewarded by a few brief glimpses
of the new candidate for celestial honors.
The comet had increased in size and
brightness, but clouds and fog conspired
to obscure all finer details. All day Wed-
nesday the Albany astronomers were en-
gag'd on the necessary computation for
an orbit and table of future positions in
the sky. Of course, with such slender
material, extending over four days only,
but little could be expected in point of
accurady. But that little has been suffi-
cient to excite the most glowing antici-
pations for the future. The new comet is
now approaching the earth, or rather the
-comet and the earth are mutually ap-
proaching each other, at the enorinous
velocity of 2,000,000 miles per day.
Though the comet is now invisible to the
naked eye, it cannot long continue to
hide its light. It is now nearly one hun-
dred and eighty-five million riles from
the sun, and it will go on approaching
the sun at a rapidly increasing rate until
about the middle of June, when it will
pass its perihelion at a distance from the
sun of less .
THAN TEN MILLION MILES.

At present the comet is about a hun-
dred and sixty millions of miles {from the
earth, and its distance from us will prob-
ably not be less than eighty millions at
any time, though further calculations
will be necessary to settle that point.
But though it will not approach us so
nearly as other comets have done, it may
be expected to make a fine display for a
few days in the early part of June. Only
ten comets have hitherto been known to
approach the sun so nearly as this in all
probability will. It is regretted, how-
ever, that its greatest brilliancy will occur
at a time when it will be invisible to us,
and seen only in the southern hemisphere.
In this respect it will resemble the great
comet of 1880. The present extraordi-
nary intensity of its light, which comes
to us from the enormous distance of 160,
000,000 miles, proves that it has plenty of
material for future display, and it will
probably show a long and nearly straight
tail -

OF ENORMOUS DIMENSIONS
to our antipodes. How much of the same
sort it will give us is still somewhat
problematical and can only be decided
on the basis of further observations. It
is now invisible to the naked eye, and by
a small telescope though it is readily
seen, yet owing to its smallness it can
hardly be distinguished from the stars
which surround it. After passing its
perihelion it will probably become again
visible in the northern hemisphere.
——————

SEQUEL T0 LovE AT First SicaT.—It was
related in the “ Around the World”
column of the World a few days ago how
James Brackmann, a guest at the
Planters’ House, St. Louis, came to the
sudden conclusion that he ought to get
married, and how, acting on the impulse,
he proposed to the first woman he saw,
and was accepted. The sequel is equally
interesting. Brackmann bought a
thousand dollars’ worth of clothes and
adornments for his bride, and the wed-
ding was held in the parlor of the hotel.
Mrs, Brackmann was then installed in a
suit of rooms she had formerly swept,
and her late companions in the service of
the house became her servitors. The
husband seemed charmed with his wife,
and spent two days buying furniture for
a house in which he proposed to live.
But she was not pleased, except by the
finery. She found him exceadingly
-eccentric, if not am absolute lunatic.
When he went out to hire a carriage for
a drive she hastily packed all his gifts in
a trunk and departed in a hack aided by
a porter, who had been her sweetheart.
At last accounts Brackmann was wildly

looking for her in vain.—Toronto World.

The P&llt Catapult.” -

A BOY WHO WANTED TO SURPRISE HIS
FATHER, AND WHO SUCCEEDED.

A Connecticut man is never happy un-
less he is inventing something. Even
the children have a fancy for the busi-
ness. Last summer & Connecticut far-
mer’s boy visited Barnum’s circus, and
saw the catapult. It suggested to him a
tramp bouncer to be set under & man’s
doorstep, and he at once went to work to
build one. As he wanted to surprise his
father, he kept the matter secret, and
worked like a beaver up in the hay loft
of the great barn, building the machine.
Finally he got it done. It was a mag-
nificent machine, worked by a spring
capable of throwing 150 pounds a distance
of thirty.-feet. This machine he buried
in the hay till he should be ready to test
it. Something possessed his father’s
hired man to go up in that hay loft. the
next day, and he contrived to get right
on the footboard of the machine, and
was slung whirling acrosss the barn into
a halffilled bay of hay on the opposite
side. Alighting on the hay saved him
from serious injury, but not from sur-
prise. He didn't expect any such ex-
perience, and was not at all pleased at it.
Neither did he understand it; and, as
$500 wouldn’t have induced him to go on
that hay-loft again, he didn’t find out
what threw him. = And fear of ridicule
prevented him mentioning it. That
night two tramps tried to sleep in that
hay-loft, and gave it up as a bad job, after
a sad experience. They had crawled
into the hay, and were getting themselves
tixed, when one got foul of the machine,
and immediately his companion heard a
whiz, a wild yell, and the calls for help
from the other side of the barn. He
arose to go to his companion, and got
there quicker than he expected. He
found his friend very curious to know
what tossed him and somewhat scared.
The way those tramps fled from that
barn was a caution. The next day, while
all the folks were away on a visit, the lad
got the machine down and set it under
the front doorstep. Tewmporarily, he
attached the wire that sat it going to the
front door bell. When the folks returned
they all stood on the door-step and the
old man rang to be letin. With so much
weight the machine couldn’t throw ’em
far, but it rose up enough to dump ’e.u.
The old man was the first to get up. He
sprang once more on the step and rang
violently. . He wasn’t a very big man,
and it seemed as though the Lord had
put that snowdrift, forty feet away, just
on purpose to catch him. They got him
out, and, filled with terror, went in the
back way. There they told the story,
and the boy explained, and the old man
ran him out and stood him on the
machine six times, and he butted that
snow drift all to pieces. He will not
patent the machine, believing that it is
too cruel a thing for these enlightened
days.—Boston Post.

RETET SIS

Flarharity’s Engine

IT RUNS AWAY AND JUMPS THE TRACK JUST
IN THE NICK OF TIME.

John Flarharity, an engineer on a
Denver and Rio Grande engine, was
running a “pusher” in the yards at Lead-
ville. He was ordered to go down the
road and meet the incoming passenger
at Eiler’s. Just as he started out of the
yards, the strap connected with the lever
broke, and he lost all control of the
engine. The engine was a new one and
in good condition, and he says he never
can explain just why or how it happened
Running at a tremendous speed down
grade, he expected every moment to be
dashed to instant death. >

“It was an awful moment,” said Flar-
harity, “when I found that the engine
would not respond to the touch of the
lever, and that she was beyond my con-
trol. The cylinder heads blew out, the
steam blinded me, and everything
seemed to conspire to hurl us to destruc-
tion.”

“How heavy was the grade ?”

“One hundred and eighty-five feet to
the mile. Ddwn the steep incline the
train dashed. I tugged at the lever and
brakes, but it was as if [ had been tug-
ging at the solid parts of the engine
itself. Then suddenly I remembered
that I was to meet the passsenger train
at Eiler’s. My fireman jumped off early
in the race, and [ was left alone. thinking
I had left him dead on the track. We
were making more than a mile a minute.
Little pieces of sand and dirt flew against
my face and stung like coals of fire. In
the distance I could see the approaching
passenger train. Iyelled andscreamed, for
Iknew that our only hope was to flag that
train and get her on the side track. I
saw the operator, Woodward, running for
the train as he saw me coming, enveloped
in a cloud of smoke and steam and dust.
With one last effort I opened wide the
throttle, hoping that the engine would
throw herself from the track on the curve

nd save the train from destruction.
:Bhen I jumped, and unconsciousness
overcame me. When I recovered I saw
the engine lying on her side within forty
feet of the passenger train, and people
were crowding around me and bathing
my head, and hoping I was not Kkilled.”

Flarharity escaped miraculously with
only a few slight bruises. The accident
was one of the strangest on record, and
in it not a single person was seriously
haurt.

Lightning—Miraculous

Sirnck by
2 Eseape.

The Windsor Mail says:—At Sackville,
four miles from Hantsport, N. S., on Sun-
day evening, 2nd inst., the house of Mr.
J. Henry Smith, a well-to-do farmer, was
struck by lightning and severely damag.
ed. The family, consisting, of Mr. Smith,
his wife and five children, were assembl-
ed in the kitchen, which isan ell attached
to the main house. The lightning or
electric fluid, which is described as a ball
of fire, slruck the chimney and shattered
it from top to bottom, scattering the
bricks and soot through every part of the
house. Some bricks were driven with
such force that they went clear through
the partition. The noiseof the explosion
or concussion was something terrific and
the house and everything in it seemed a
blaze of light. The stove pipe was torn
to pieces, but the drum was the only
part of the stove injured. The current
seemed to have followed down and went
through the stove, as a hole was burned
in the floor large enough to let the leg
fall through.. A pair of woollen mittens
which were on the floor near the stove,
were singed as if by a red hot poker. The
whole ell was swung away from fhe main
building fully three feet from its place.
The doors going into the main part of
the house and the one leading out into
the yard were both burst from their fas-
tenings and hinges. Dishes on the
dresser were smashed and danced mer-
rily about. The most singular thing is
that all this could happen without injur-
ing any of the family. Mr. Smith was
lying on a lounge not over five inches
under a window. The sash and whole
window was burst out and carried into
the field, but very few panes of glass
were broken. Mrs. Smith and the rest
of the family were comparatively uninjur-
ed, any more than being frightened, but
they all bear some slight marks of being
burnt. On the whole this is the most
miraculous escape we ever- heard of.
These facts,and more too, can be vouched
for by many citizons of Hantsport, who
visited the scene shortly after.

—————e.
A Zale of Suffering.

TERRIBLE SCENES IN LABRADOR—STARVATION
AND DESOLATION.

QueBec, April 18.—The following are
the particulars of the dreadful story re-
ceived from the barren and inhospitable
shores of Labrador. A letter received
from Point Desinonts, several hundred
miles below Quebec, dated March 22, and ~
signed L. F. Tafford, states that on account
of the violent storms which prevailed from
the 25th of September last to the end of
autw.nn, the fishermen were unable to lay
in any supplies for the winter, the entire
subsistence of the poor people being thus
cut off. To add to the horror of the situ-
ation, the establishwent of Messrs. Oulette
& Croteau, at Pentecote, cdntaining a
quantity of supplies, was burned, with its
contents in December. The winter expe-
ditions failed completely. Several people
left in Pentecote by those who took to
the woods have been found dead. Among
them are too heads of families, Lawrence
and Pierre Crepeau and one each of their
children. Their families were found dying
of inanition. The sufferings of the sur-
vivors were increased by a descent of the
Indians from the woods, whose means of
subgistence had entirely given out. The
poor settlers had nothing to offer them
but some flesh and oil of seals, which they
ravenously devoured. If navigation does
not open early, scores of people will die
of starvation before aid can possibly reach
them. Thereis already fear that inhuman
crimes may be committed in the terrible
struggle for life.

e ——— e

A Strange Freak.

WasniNgToN, April 18.—This morn-
ing a frightful tragedy was enacted on a
vacant lot. Charles Stuart and George
Phillips were walking across the lot,
when they reached a place where gar-
bage was dumped. They discovered
three old rusty shells carelessly depos-
ited there. The men were just recover-
ing from the effects of a protracted drunk.
They picked up the bombs and carried
them to the centre of the lot. Stewart,
whose house was only 150 yards off the
spot was sent home for an axe, and soon
returned. The men were warned to
leave the shells alon¢, but were not to be
dissuaded, and so all persons who had
gathered round sought positions of safe-
ty, while Stuart raised the axe and
Philips stood close to him. A loud re-
port and a cloud of smoke deafened and
blinded the persons in the neighhorhood
and peices of the exploded shell were
thrown far out into the river and over
as far as Twelfth street. When the smoke
cleared away the men were found to be
apparently dead, but soon after Stuart
showed signsof life. Philip’s whole body
was covered with cuts and blood and was
mangled to a terrible extent, while more
than half his head was torn off by the ex-
plosion. Stuart’s head was also badly in-
jured. One of his legs was broken in
several places and the other was torn oft
above the knee.
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You are right in objecting to the prin-
ciple that the bull dog is entitled to the
whole ol the sidewalk, but if he wants it
you'd better let him have it.

The corset said to the young lady as
she expressed a dislike to have it near
her, “It's no use to grumble, T have come
to stay.”




