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SIGNS OF TEE TIMES.

Tmj revenue for the first five weeks of 
fthe fiscal year of 1881 amounts to 
nearly a million and a quarter in ex- 

'cess of the revenue for the same 
period last year. This may be looked 
upon as moderately good evidence that the 
tariff is a revenue tariff, as well as • pro­
tective one ; and that will provide for 
the necessary expenditure of the country— 
which the lat* Government never succeeded 
in doing. The deficit on the Intercolonial 
railway has been reduced from over «700,- 
000 to lees than $100,0001 This may be 
looked on as good evidence that public 
business is good and that an economical 
management is at work on the railway. 
The regularity with which business is done 
»nd the mails carried shows that the 
economy has not been at the expense of 
the efficiency of the road. The deficit for 
*the year 1£80 is expected to be less than 
anticipated ; and it ahould be remembered 
that the expenditure contains a good many 
unexpected items, such as the Irish Relief 
fund, which will not have to be repeated. 
This, which we will be able to prove, in 
time, may be accepted aa,g<wd-eeidsnce 
that the Finance Minister's estimates art 
being fulfilled almost to the letter. The 
exports and imports of the country-are in 
a very healthy condition, as the following 
table will show :

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS Of TUB DOMINION.
Exports, year ending 30th June,

1880..........................................$87.767,714
Imports, year ending 30th June,

1880................... ....... ..............  86,346,068

Excess of exports over imports,
| or balance of trade in favour of 
| Canada---------------------------- $ 1,411,626

' c, imponea. j&xportecu,
Year ending 80th
• Jnas, 1885......... «86,346,068 «87,757,714
Year ending 30th

June, 1879......... 81,964,427 71,481,266

Increase in 1880
œr«r 1879............ $ 4.881,661 $16,266,459

This leads us to believe that we are 
into a very 
our
rour imports show that we~bave 
■gin for the purchase at what may be called 
luxuries. The cotton factories are paying 
dividends for the first time—but the divi­
dends they are paying show that their pro­
mts are only fair and moderate ; and this 
disposes of the notion that they are robbing 
the people. The coal mines of the Eastern 
ÏToviooe# ere putting out more ooal now 

UMM " ■ *- ‘ithel
i fact

________________ imported, that
kmly proves that more ooal is used for in­
dustrial purposes, and does not disprove 
the fact that far larger quantities of Nova 
(Beotia coal also are used than ever before. 
The bankruptcies of the pest period are 
«mailer than ever before. This proves that 
we have reached the bottom of financial 
hollowness, and that business is on a firmer 
basis. Our securities continue good, in 
«pits of,the outcries of an -Opposition who 

* ’ 1 that our circulation was being
And our Ministers in England 

i had a fair measure of success.
with another, 

don of the Dominion is not such 
t deplore, and the signs of the 

time# are signs in which we may reason­
ably rejoice._________________

IMMIGRATION.
The attempt to prejudice the workmen 

in West Toronto against the Dominion 
Government because of their immigration 
policy is not likely to bti successful Mr. 
Pom had no sooner made ac­
quainted with the new machinery which M. 
St. Just and M. Pxlletikr had introduced 
Into the Bureau of Immigration, than he 
abolished the system of assisted passages, 
except in the case of bona fide farm 
labourera. Under the previous Govern­
ment, enormous sums were spent on im­
migration during the ken years from 
1874 to 1878 :

1872- 3• .$277,400
1873- t.318,600
1874*5w„m,,m*. *,,*»«,. 302,800
1875- 6.. ........ ........ 885,900
1876- 7,, — — m.,.i
1877- 8...................... ...........

The Ontario

market The Local Government assisted 
them, its expenditure being as follows ;
^ 1873].. $159,200

1S74.._..„....»............   184,600
187594,000 

' 1876 ..........................  46,200
1877 46,800
1878 .................. ......... ............ 32,000

The largest sum spent on this service by
Sandtikld Macdonald was $32,fl00, jn 
1871 ; and the largest sum spent by a Con­
servative Government at Ottawa was $277,- 
400, in 1872-8, when times were good here, 
and when there was a large emigration 
bom the Old World. Mr. Pom, as has 
been said, lost no time in overhauling this 
department He recalled the travelling 
agents, abolished some of the so-called 
regular agencies, cut down the expendi­
ture of the London bnreqp, and confined 
the granting of assisted passages to farm 
hands. The Public Accounts for 1879-80 
will show a large decrease under this head, 
although a considerable outiqy was entail’ 
by the visit * ■ • •
last fall.
lish navvies is easily exp!
Pacific railway contractors had advertised 
far and wide through Canada for labourers 
to work on the Lake Superior sections, 
and failing to get them-, made an arrange­
ment with the Government by which the 
Allan line carried navvies from England at 
reduced rates, the amount of the reduction 
being deducted bom the emigrants’ pay by 
the contractors and by them paid back to 
the Immigration Department In fact, it 
was really an arrangement Between the 
contractors and a number of English nav­
vies, the Government being the inter­
mediary ; and it is difficult to see how 
either the Government or the contractors 
can be blamed, for the sections had to be 
built, and the advertisements for Canadian 
labour went a-begging.
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NORTH ONTARIO. /
Mb. Whxleb is appealing to the electors 

of North Ontario on a somewhat rheumatic 
platform—Sympathy. In certain oases, 
such, for instance, as where the member 
elect is unseated for a trifling breach of 
the law committed thoughtlessly by 
agents, it is only natural that the people 
should fed for him. Mr. Whklkr’s case, 
however, is -clean out of that category. 
His agents were guilty not of one but of 
many acts Of bribery and corruption ; and 
his own skirts were so badly scorched by 
contact with Paxton and Hubd, that it 
was only by holding their noses that the 
majority on the Supreme Court Bench 
failed to detect the smell of fire. How 
men whose mission it is to put down 
bribery and corruption can vote for a 
candidate whom the Lower Courts dis­
qualified for corrupt practices, and who 
only escaped the penalty by the accident 
of an appeal, is one of those questions 
which the liberal elector must settle with 
his conscience. Mr. Gibbs, on the other 
hand, has always, in victory or defeat, ob­
served the law scrupulously ; and in that 
regard has set an example which Reform" 
and Conservative aspirants in other con­
stituencies may study with profit.

But neither sympathy for Mr. Whblzb 
nor respect for his opponent should be 
allowed to cloud the main issue, which 
is:—Is North Ontario satisfied with the 
present Government, or does it prefer a 
return to the good old days of the Mac­
kenzie regime ? Mr. Whaler’s friends 

iwer have increased 
mt who is responsible 
rendered new taxes 

necessary for the maintenance of the pub­
lic credit! And,if the pedtoai tariff is 
objectionable, by (Deans would Sir 
Richard have raised more revenue, if not 
by increased taxation 1 The Government 
imposed the new burdens in such a way as 
to protect agriculture, industry, and com­
merce ; Sir Richard boldly declared that 
he would have increased the income tax if 
there had been one—in other words, that 
he would have resorted to direct taxation. 
Would the farmers of North Ontario prefer 
direct taxation and one-sided free trade 
to indirect taxes levied in the interest of 
our own people 1 They are told that they 
are being robbed by the manufacturer and 
the mechanic, while in the same breath 
the mechanics and manufacturers of West 
Toronto are told that the tariff enables the 
farmer to rob them ; but the best evidence 
that no class of the community is suffering 
from “ monopolies,” agricultural or in­
dustrial, is the fact that the country as a 
whole is more prosperous to-day than it 
has been for many years.

THE.BOUND ARY OUTRAGE.
The electors of West Toronto and of the 

province at large are asked to avenge the 
great boundary outrage. Mr. Macken­
zie, 1 without consulting Parliament, ap­
pointed commissioners to" determine the 
north-west boundary of the province, 
and was prepared to accept their award 
without -asking Parliament to consent to 
or affirm it, On the principle that the 
people’s .representatives should have a 
voice in public affairs, particularly on a 
question of territorial rights and jurisdic­
tion, the ex-premier’s action was indefen­
sible. Sir John Macdonald, on the other 
hand, neither accepted nor rejected the 
award of the irresponsible arbiters, but re­
ferred it to a Committee preparatory to 
submitting it to the House. This is 
where the matter reste now ; and none but 
a wild partisan would charge him with 
“ spoliation," “swindling,” “ robbery,” 
and “treason.” If the award is a just 
one, it will not be disturbed, and On­
tario will receive what is claimed for her ; 
if it is nota just one. she will not attempt 
to exact more than she is entitled ta 

The reference of the case to a Committee 
has undoubtedly entailed delav, but On­
tario loses nothing by it If it were a 
land fall of people and flowing with milk 
and honey, or if our farmers' sons were 
longing to settle there, there might be 
some reason in the complaint against the 
Government ; but it is far otherwise. It 
is, in the fullest meaning of the words, a 
desert place. White men have gone in 
there for a life of speculation or adven­
ture, but the majority of its inhabitants 
are Indians, and mostly pagans at that. 
The annexation and government of such a 
territory would entail enormous expense 
upon the Province, and benefit us little ; 
indeed, the secret" of the Globes eager­
ness to have it annexed is the unlimited 
patronage that would be thrown into 
the hands of the Local Government In 
1876 Mr. Mackenzie established a little 
Court at Battleford, at a cost of $36,000 a 
year—not to govern that region, for there 

nobody there, but simply in order to 
a comfortable retirement for a ool- 
and a batch of importunate office- 

Mr. Mowat would no doubt 
treat the new territory with similar gener- 

and before the deed of transfer was 
see the first caravan of 

magistrates, 
* inspectors, 
- moving

is no

money, for the taxpayer, in white ele­
phants.

THE IMPORTED LABOURERS.
A very determined effort is being made 

to confuse the public mind and convey a 
wrong impression as to the facts in regard to 
to the so-called importation of the navvies 
from England. Advertisements manifestly 
written in the offices of the steamship com­
pany, and others conveying no such impres­
sion as is extracted from them, have been 
several times published in the papers ; and of 
late they have been resurrected for the 
purpose of deceiving the minds of electors 
in several quarters where elections are 
pending. The real facts are as follows :

The Government has not paid a single 
dollar for the ocean passage of any navvy. 
Their passages were paid by themselves 
wholly. The Government has not paid a 
single dollar for the inland railway or 
steamship fare of any navvy. The fares 
were paid by the contractors and deducted 
out of the wages of the men. The Govern­
ment’s connection with the business con­
sisted only in allowing the emigration office 
in England to aid in collecting the men, 
and in stopping out of the contractors, 
estimates the cost of the inland passages. 
The Government’s only trouble .was in 
transferring an item from the credit of the 
contractors to the credit of the Govern­
ment ; there was no risk and no responsi­
bility of any kind from beginning to end. 
It is not true that Sir Huoh Allan is being 
“ recouped” by the present Government. 
He actually gets less from this Government 
than from Mr. Mackenzie. Nor is it true 
that this Government altered, except for 
the better, the system of assisted passages. 
The present Government has greatly re­
stricted the system ; and when it tem­
porarily restricted it still further, it was 
abused by the Opposition press for doing 
so, and it was told that pauper immigrants 
were likely to be. the bone and sinew of the" 
country. It is almost impossible to avoid 
being deceived somewhat by the represen­
tations of those who say they intend to 
follow the occupation of farming. Even 
an oath would not guard against deception 
in that case. But if the Government at­
tempted to enforce any stringent regula­
tions it would be told by the Opposition 
press that it was putting a check on immi­
gration. If the Government were to post­
pone all immigration efforts till the last 
man in Canada was employed, an indefinite 
postponement would nave to be made. 
There are thousands of the workmen of our 
cities who could not be persuaded to accept 
the work to be done by those navvies ; and 
there is always in every country a certain 
surplus of men who are idle and shiftless. 
The Opposition know this as well as we 
do ; but it does not suit their book to say

RELIGION AND POLITICS
These are many well-meaning person» 

who, while objecting to a divorce between 
religion and morals, persist in maintaining 
that religion has nothing to do with poli­
tics. We are not referring here to the 
question of Church and State, since we are 
happily free from any concern* on that 
score; but to the notion that politics can 
and ought to stand upon a* different plane 
from religion, or even ordinary morality. 
Now, if religion, especially the form of it 
which we profess in Christian lands, means 
anything, it means a spiritual influence 
which rules fhe entire being, and-ie con­
cerned with the whole man, descending 
even to the thoughts and intents of the 
heart The State is only an aggregate of 
individuals, and each unit of the commun­
ity ia as clearly responsible for his polit­
ical acts as for those which are distinctively 
and admittedly individual There ia not 
one moral code for private life, 
and another for public life. Men 
are members one of another, whether they 
are neighbours, fellow-townsmen, fellow- 
countrymen, or leaders of men. To this 
extent most people will agree with us ; 
but then the difficult question arises, How 
far should religious opinion have weight 
in politics 1 This is evidently not a mere 
question of conduct, although it contains 
one. Most people would say that if a man 
supports a politician simply because he 
is of the same faith as oneself a wrong is 
done ; and why 1 Because it is making 
too much of what may be a mere formal 
concord, where there are a hundred plain 
points of dissidence founded upon princi­
ples, Religion ia a guide to principles, in 
so far as they have to do with conscience ; 
but it is an obtruded element where 
it suggests personal predilections. No 
one can serve conscience ostensibly by 
violating it substantially. If a man be not 
gifided by religious motives in his choice 
of opinions, and chooses to vote contrary 
to what he believes to be sound policy, a 
pretended zeal for creed or church should 
not xave him from condemnation. Men 
will differ on political subjects, because 
they differ in intellect, temperament, and 
from habit and education ; all that religion 
demands is that they shall vote conscien­
tiously, and exercise charity towards those 
who are opposed to them.

A serious question now arises—how far 
religion should have weight on disputed 
questions of political controversy. Where 
is the. line to be drawn, if there be a line f 
Now, it is obvious that on many points a 
man’s convictions an some subjects must 
be coloured by his religious belief. Sup­
pose the State were to authorize what is 
known as free love, repudiation of debt, 
or duelling, it is evident that the religious 
man must oppose the State by all the 
moral means in his power. There are 
other matters, such as religious toleration, 
freedom of worship, liberty of speech, and 
religious equality in political rights, and

causes the difficulty. He has no business 
to take a man’s faith into account, because 
that is an individual concern with which 
the State has nothing to da In the others, 
the religious man, as an individual and as 
a citizen, has a right to urge views which 
he religiously maintains, and, so far as his 
influence extends, enforce them upon the 
Legislature. The State, being an abstrac­
tion in one sense, has no right to meddle 
with the faith of individuals ; but the lat­
ter are bound to bring religion to the dis­
charge of their duties as constituent mem­
bers of the body corporate.

It may be objected that Scripture throws 
but little light upon man as a citizen, and 
that what little is said upon the subject 
seems to favour passive submission even 
to tyrants. “ Honour* the King ” stands 
next to the command “ Fear God,” and 
elsewhere every soul is admonished to bq 
subject to the highly powers, because they 
are ordained of GkxL That we take to 
mean that civil society in its highest 
development is, like the family, part of 
the divine economy of the human race. 
As a rule, therefore, the law is to be 
obeyed in the community, as the parent 
should be in the household. Yet there is 
a limit in both cases, as we are distinctly 
informed : “We ought to obey God 
“ rather than man,” and if man, 
whether he be spriest or a ruler, command

what is unrighteous, unjust, or immoral, 
disobedience becomes a duty. Thèse, how­
ever, are exceptional, not normal cases. 
Now, we may remark further that, in free 
countries, if a man be bound to obey the 
State, he is also bound to perform his 
duty to it as one of its members. Civil 
objections, so far as they are not enforced 
by penalties, sit toe lightly on many men 
even of the religious classes. They seem 
to think that it ia a matter of choice 
whether they discharge their duty as citi­
zens or not. Indeed, you will often hear 
men boosting of their habitual abstinence 
from voting. Surely that is not a religious 
attitude to assume. Every duty is sacred, 
and for it* performance or non-performance 
all men are responsible before their Maker, 
each for himself. It is in the conscientious 
politics of the individual that religion 
operates with vigour and effect The 
State, as such, should lpe neutral ; but it ia 
in the heart of each citizen that religion 
and politics act upon one another. '*

THE WEST OF IRELAND.
The cable despatches say that the West 

of Ireland, more particularly the County 
Mayo, ia in a very disturbed condition. 
Mayo has an unhappy history. During 
the ’98 troubles the county was ravaged 
by a column under Major Bbqwnb, from 
whom the present Lord Okanmokb is 
descended ; and while the rebqls were 
shot and hanged without mercy, the in-, 
former played hsvdc among the «mall pro­
perty owners, whose land was taken from 
them by process of attainder on the flim­
siest charges of disloyalty. Major Bbowne 
had a gleaming eye for thé main chance, 
and secured for himself and his friends 
large tracts to which he had no right or 
title except so far as confiscation under 
pretence of rooting out rebellion could 
confer it. Lord Oranmobe and Bbowne, 
his worthy successor, is an ab­
sentee ; and the Lamberts, Raes, 
Monbobs, and Fauknbbs, whose fathers 
also served in the. occupation force, 
and were rewarded for their services, are 
far from being model landlords. The 
recollection of these days of terror, when 
men were hanged on the market crosses at 
the whim of a brutal trooper, or on the 
perjured testimony of the spy, has not 
been effaced from the minds of the people, 
who look upon the Bbowne colony as re­

estates have of late years passed into the 
Encumbered Estates Court, and been 
bought up by Glasgow iron-masters 
and Manchester cotton men, who from the 
nature of things cannot be expected to have 
much in common with the peasantry. The 
novus homo, the upstart, is almost invari­
ably the worst of landlords, partly because 
he lacks the training of a hereditary landed 
proprietor, and partly because his success 
m business ( has turned his head, and 
made him purse-proud, arrogant, and un­
reasonable. These are the two classes of 
landlords who now possess the County 
Mayo, and almost control the lives of its t 
population. The monuments of their 
regime are upon every hill—here the poor- 
house, yonder jhé police-barrack. The face 
of the country is m the last degree deso­
late—vast areas ,of;bog and unreclaimed 
mountain, the wretched shielin by «the 
road side, a decrepit and disheartened pea­
santry, and universal blight. The young 
men and_ women have fled to America ; 
and their fathers and mothers are not liv­
ing, but simply awaiting the hour of a 
merciful deliverance* The only relief to 
this gloomy picture is to be found in the 
gay uniforms of the military petrols, the 
business-like air of the process-server, and 
in the contentihent of bis lordship’s bul­
locks standing knee-deep in the rich 
demesnes.

But nothing can justify murder, not 
even this apotheosis of man’s inhumanity 
to man, and the agitators -who urge the 
people to it are their worst enemies. Con­
stitutional agitation will bring relief some 
day, if therd is justice under heaven ; 
meantime perhaps the easiest solution is in 
wholesale emigration to lands where every 
man is his own landlord, and where the 
gifts of nature are neither corrupted nor 
circumscribed.
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THE CLASSICAL PROFESSORSHIP.
At length this vexed subject of contro­

versy has entered upon another, and, let 
us hope, its last, phase. It is formally an­
nounced that Mr. Warren has refused to 
place himself in a false and untenable po­
sition, 'and therefore declines the pro­
fessorship. It is unfortunate that we owe 
to his gentlemanly instincts what ought to 
have resulted, but perhaps could hardly 
have been expected, from the Minister’s 
own sense of propriety and justice in the 
matter. Mr. Cbooke professes to be lib­
eral, yet no one has less confidence or 
respect for public opinion, or more pro­
found satisfaction in himself and his own 
crude notions. . The verdict of the press, 
on both sides, was against him ; the col­
lege faculty, as hi very well knew, resented 
the slight to which it was proposed to 
subject them ; and yet, with the crass 
obstinacy characteristic of him, neither 
attacks nor remonstrances were of any 
avail Mr. Warren has certainly 
shown that he possesses a more sen­
sitive nature, and so soon as he dis­
covered the real state of things, withdrew 

nan 
sodi
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tocratic self-sufficiency will not 
ter in the province of Ontario, though we- 
doubt it much. Ministers in Toronto have 
too much power in their hands. For more 
than nine months in the vear they have 
the power to do as they please, and dur­
ing the other two or three, with a powerful 
majority at their backs, are praotiodly irres­
ponsible. The possession of authority so 
unrestrained as this is sure to lead to arbi­
trary acts, and Mr. Crooks has merely 
illustrated this fact in an exaggerated way. 
No sooner was it clear that the people cen­
sured his course then hé became more 
firmly wedded to it. Indeed we are not 
sure that he did not consider it a piece of 
grave impertinence to criticise, much less 
to censure, his arbitrary action. He is 
well out of this difficulty, however, no 
thanks to his own discretion, and it is to 
be hoped he will not so readily fall into 
another. + . , .

The Minister’s “ memorandum,” which, 
by the way, is rather an jrregular docu­
ment, scarcely needs lengthy criticism. 
It, for the most part, relates facts, with 
some statements which hardly oonie -under 
that category. It is stated that circulars 
were sent out in 1879 ; to whom t The 
qualifications of all who replied were 
examined ; by whom, Mr. Crocks 1 And 
yet, in fact, the Minister had already 
determined, as he admits, “still to 
“ persevere in efforts to secure a classical 
“ scholar of the highest order,” Ao. In 
other words, the circular was a mere delu­
sion, since Mr. Crooks had already set­
tled upon a course, and would, as usual, 
have “ persevered” in it at all hazards. More 
than that, no advertisement was inserted in 
the provinoi^ papers until lb. Crooks

had been in England for some time, fish­
ing for his “ classical scholar,” and then 
not at his instance. If any one doubts 
how competent Mr. Crooks Is to judge of 
qualifications, let him refer to Mr. 
Allen’s justly indignant letter in our 
yesterday's issue. It will be seen also 
how he treats those who strive to turn 
him from a settled determination. 
Mr. Crooks had nothing to say against 
Mr. Grant Allen’s qualifications—the 
testimonials he had béen put to the trouble 
and expense of submitting were of the 
highest character, slid his record sa a 
scholar and literary man was unexception­
able ; yfct his application met with a rude re­
buff In fact, he had crossed Mr. Crooks’ 
path, and threatened to mar his settled 
plan. . We have never encouraged the 
national cry ; still we do say it was in the 
highest degree discourteous to invite appli­
cations, and then not only laugh at, but snub 
the candidates. Moreover, it was dearly 
disingenuous to ask for such applications, 
with the firmly fixed resolution not to ac­
cept one of them.

There ia a curiously involved sentence 
in the memorandum—indeed there are 
several suoh—in which Mr. Crooks wishes 
apparently to urge that literary* and scien­
tific studies should be placed on an equal 
footing. That is exactly why we have con­
tended all along that it was obviously 
unjust to elevate the classical oh*!* 
above the chairs of mathematics, mental 
philosophy, and thè natural sciences. If 
the Minister has come over to our side we 
rejoice at nia conversion, notwithstanding 
its tardiness"—For while the lamp holds 
“ out to bum,”—Mr. Crooks knows the 
rest. The announcement that Mr. Maurice 
Hutton, of Merton College, has been ap­
pointed will give rise to no protest, al­
ways providing the scheme contemplated 
in Mr. Warren’s case has been abandoned. 
If that be the case, Mr. Hutton will meet 
with a cordial welcome in Ontario ; if not, 
tiie storm just over will be a trifle com­
pared with that which is to come.

FACE TO FACE.
At length the Dominion Opposition may 

enjoy the opportunity its organ in this city 
has professed to long for during the past 
few weeks. Both parties have selected 
their candidates, and the issue between 
them will be decided within a fortnight. 
The Reformers of West Toronto have man­
aged to secure Aid. Ryan as some degrees 
better than no candidate at all ; but they 
have no heart in the contest, and- the re­
sult is, in effect, decided already. No one 
can have read the curt and desponding 
announcement in Saturday’s Globe without 
seeing that, even in the organ’s opinion, 
the game is up. Mr. Ryan was chosen in 
default of a better candidate—the thirteenth 
of the baker’s dozen, all of whom declined 
except himself. This is not an encouraging 
state of things to begin with. So long as 
there was a hope of luring or forcing 
Mr. Bbthunb into the - field, the 
organ could afford to play the braggart, 
but on Saturday its tone was abjectly 
weak and subdued. On Friday, Mr. 
Beaty was admonished to look out/1 for 
“ the beating he will surely receive on 
Saturday, when circumstances had altered 
the case, there is the chilling hope “ of an 
“ active canvass, and a full vota” The 
vote, our contemporary may depend upon 
it, will be full enough ; but thé bulk of it, 
unfortunately for them, will be cast on 
the other side.

EDITORIAL NOTES
Kansas, Texas, '\innesota, Missouri, and 

Dakota, which, according to Messrs. Blake 
and Mackenzie, have grown marvellously in 
wealth and population, owe their develop­
ment mainly to railroads built by companies 
out of the land.

Tfie Whitby Chronicle'a not satisfied with 
the manner in which the North Ontario Re­
formers are conducting the campaign in that 
constituency. They say that with the large 
Government majority at Ottawa, one Reform 
member more or lees is of no consequence ; 
and the canvassers are apathetic and lazy. 
Did the Chronicle ever see its party friends 
slouching and malingering in this way when 
they had a good cause !

The Ottawa Herald knocks the bottom out 
of the argument that the N. P. is injuring 
the Hull iron industry. Two tons of ore 
and a ton and a half of coal are required to 
make a ton of pig iron. An Ohio firm ships 
the Hull ore to Niles, O., at a cost of «9 per 
ton ; and coal can be laid down at Hull for 
«6 a ton, duty included. Hence, while the 
Ohio men pay $18 in freight for the ore need 
in manufacturing a ton of pig, the Hull 
smelters pay only «9 for the coafrequired for 
a ton of pig, leaving them a clear margin of 
$9 a ton on which to compete with their 
American rivals.

Ontario* ought not to boast of her educa­
tional system until all the members of the 
Central Committee can write English' cor­
rectly. When that day dawns, then let the 
Local Government begin on the magistrates. 
The Hal ton New says some of the newly ap­
pointed J.P.’s in Peel can hardly write their 
own names ; many of them spell on phonetic 
principles which would baffle «the moat 
learned; while 
signatures on ai 
bam, and would _ 
upon an old copy "of Worcester’s Dictionary 
as upon the Bible. ”

The Elgin. Goutte, an independent Reform 
paper, says “if Sir John Macdonald succeeds 
in not only getting English capitalists to con­
struct but also to work the line when finished, 
he will have performed a valuable work for 
Canada, which will not be soon forgotten.” 
The construction of the Pacific railway out 
of the lands finds favour with the better class 
of Reform journals. Those who oppose it are 
the malcontents who obstruct everything pro­
posed by the Ottawa Government, and the 
rag-money men who want to have it built 
with irredeemable due-bills issued on the 
strength of the wealth of the country, over 
which the Government has no control

The bold action of the managers of the 
Toronto Exhibition in initiating measures for 
holding an International Exhibition in this 
city next year ia deserving of the wanheet 
endorsation by the citizens. There can be no 
question but that such a gathering, founded 
on the Fast collection of exhibits at the Mel­
bourne Exhibition, which it is proposed to 
transport here, would prove, in combination 
with our regular show, a splendid attraction. 
If the project is vigorously entered upon, the 
necessary funds will doubtless be raised, and 
both the city, the province, and the Domin­
ion will be many times recouped the outlay.

Brill another cotton factory to be started. 
Mr. Whittaker, a large manufacturer of 
Manchester, England, and who visited Can­
ada in the spring with s view to establishing 
one of his sons in business here, has written 
to a friend in Ottawa stating that he has 
folly made up his mind to start a cotton fac­
tory in Canada oapable of giving employment 
to 300 hands. The site will be fixed on 
when he returns in the spring, and 
the places mentioned are Laohute, Pori Hope, 
Valleyfield, and Beauhamois. Does any man of 
common tense seriously imagine that such a 
venture would ever have been dreamed of 
but for the N. P. !

, The Walkarton Teleeeope say» “the 
national policy that we require is retrenoh- 

it ef the expenditure within the revenue,

the expenses of governing the country," by
reducing the number of members, and es­
pecially by abolishing all useless Legislative 
bodieq. ’ .The Reform party -has been in 
power in Ontario since 1871, bjjt so far from 
attempting to frame a national policy such as 
the Teleeeope suggests, they have increased 
the number of members, the sessional indem­
nity, the number of Ministers, end the coat of 
government.

The Globe gives up the great stove outrage, 
Gurney’s price lists not harmonizing with the 
robbery and monopoly theory i—
^^«nr.,to.Te’.wi,h^,F# €s

Do. without oven............ ...........  u to 10 86
Banee-.................... ......................  * 75 84 75

68
The robbery theory appears all the more ab­
surd when it is remembered that iron wae 22 
per cent, cheaper in 1878 than it is to-day, 
and that wage* have, been increased 10 per 

,oent. since the new tariff came into force.

The Mitchell Recorder, a staunch Reform 
journal, joins with the Montreal Herald, the 
Canadian Spectator, and other liberal papers, 
in approving of the construction of the 
Pacific railway out of the North-West lands. 
It says :—“ If a company of English capital­
ists can be got, who are willing to come here 

, and spend aay £20,000,000 sterling in build­
ing the railway, let them come. We would 
not begrudge them a few acres, more or leas, 
of the North-West lands, which without a 
railway must he useless. They will, at least, 
put money in circulation, and help to lighten 
the burden of taxation in the older Pro­
vinces.” ______  -

We are told in an article on “ The Caucus 
in England,” published in the International 
Review for August, that “one of,the most 
plausible arguments in favour of the caucus 
is that it hinders a superfluity of liberal can­
didates and a consequent diminution of the 
Liberal majority.” No explanation ia, how. 
ever, given as to the proper action to be 
taken when, as in the case of West Toronto, 
there is a scarcity of liberal candidates, and 
only after upwards of a dozen persona had 
been asked to stand a victim can be found. 
In tixis case the caucus will undoubtedly have 
the effect of preventing the possibility of a 
Liberal majority.

The New Brunswick press are generally 
taking up the question of a direct line of 
steam communication from St. John to Liver­
pool in connection with the cattle trade, and 
urging the project upon public attention. 
The benefits of such an enterprise are ap­
parent, but as they would be purely local 
those journals which are looking to the Gov­
ernment for a subsidy have hardly made out 
their case. There ought to be money enough 
in the trade to warrant the putting of a steam­
ship on this route without appealing to the 
general Government for rid, It is a mistaken 
view of the National Policy which supposes 
that the State is to do everything, or to super­
sede private enterprise.

The Italian Parliament has just derided to 
levy a heavy tax on titles of nobility. A 
prince ia to pay a tax of $6,000, a duke 
«6,000, and a marquis «800. This measure 
seems to be‘in accordance with sound econo­
mic principles, inasmuch as a title of nobility 
is clearly a luxury, and aa such one of the 
meet proper subjects of taxation. The effect 
will be to thin out the ranks of the Italian 
aristocracy, aa many of them who have not 
the essential seudi will have to "descend a peg 
or two in the social scale. Something of the 
same principle obtains in a milder form in 
England, where armorial bearings are taxed. 
Burns’ oft-quoted line “ The rank ia but the 
guinea-stamp,” will hereafter have a special 
significance m the domains of King Humbert.

A New York court has rendered a decision 
in^4WW*t»<*vWrt be of frequent recur, 
rince in that land of easy divorcee. A man 
from whom his wife obtained a divorce in 
New York State re-married in another state 
during the lifetime of his first wife, and then 

.resumed his residence in New York, where he 
died. The question of inheritance came up 
aa between the children of the two marriages, 
when the court pronounced the children of 
the second marriage illegitimate fad not en­
titled to share in the father’s property. Such 
casta are of every day occurrence, and it is 
doubtful whether the obvions injustice to the

punished
should be the parties who contract such mar­
riages, at the time, and not their innocent chil­
dren years afterwards.

The Montreal Journal <f Commerce, often 
quoted by the Opposition journals, in an 
article on the Pacific railway, says i—“Admit­
ting the strong objection» that exist to the 
transference of a large quantity of land to a 
company whose chief object would be to make 
money out of it, we are-- inclined to the 
opinion that special grants to railroad com­
panies have not obstructed colonization. A 
railroad company is more interested in the 
settlement of the country than in holding the 
land for higher prices, and we believe that 
the land would be taken up at least as fast 
if owned by a railway company aa if it re­
mained in possession of the Government," 
The Journal might have cited the case of those 
Reform Edens, Dakota, Minnesota, Kansas, 
and Texas, where the railroad companies are 
the only immigration agents.

The Pictou, N. S., Standard says :—" We 
must confess to entertaining an honest pride 
in the improved state of business in this 
country, brought on wholly .by a governmen­
tal policy the inauguration of which we did 
our utmost to advise. The fine weekly ship­
ments of coal from our port, the many Arrivals 
of large ships, the better employment for our 
mechanics, the better markets for our farmers, 
the larger earning» of our pilota—all these are 
reasons why an advocate of the N. P. ahould 
congratulate himself on his deeds and words" 
It is cause for regret that one section of the 
community is so wilfully blind that it will 
not see these matters in their true aspect, but 
aa no harm is done by its action, there is no 
great reaeon for undue sorrow. At all events, 
u our opponents will not see, they .cannot but 
feel tho benefits of the National Policy.”

The Charlottetown Herald, being asked to 
show how the tariff pinches the Island people, 
says :—

“ What we have gained by confedera­
tion seems to be this—we have relinquished 
every chance we possessed Of obtaining access 
to the beet markets for our produce, and have 
acquired the privilege of seeing our own 
marketastoffed with the rubbishy manufactures 
of Canada. As an example ; Once on a time, 
before confederation, there were men among 
us who could furnish you with very handsome 
and well-made furniture. Suoh men we have 
still, but they have to compete with the ill- 
made rubbish which is showered upon us from 
Quebec and Montreal, and they suit them­
selves to the consequences.”
Here is a complaint, not that the Maritime 
consumer is being taxed to death, but that he 
is plagued with too much cheapness I This is 
the worst tariff “ outrage ” yet recorded.

The Owen Bound Time» has been looking 
into the sugar monopoly question. The Globe 
having stated that instead of getting 12, 18, 
or 14 pounds for a dollar, the housekeeper 
nowadays Sets only 8 or 81 pounds, the Timet 
made enquiries, with this result :—” The first 
grocer we went to informed us that he gave 
11 lba. of sugar for the dollar, and of the 
very best granulated 8 lbs. This was the 
concurrent testimony of all whom ire en­
quired of, a manufacturing confectioner add­
ing the fact that candies are sold wholesale 
in Owen Bound at the same prices as in Chi­
cago : while one grocer, who did not support 
the N. P„ informed us that he. is now able to 

from 11 to lîlba. of Porto Rico or Bar- 
9 ibe, granulated, that

m 1878 he was only giving 8 lbs., and not 
more than once in ten years has he riven 
more pounds of sugar for a dollar than now 
The sugar now y>Id at 11 lbs. for ?i ilaa 
never been cheaper here than 12 lbs. for «i 
while the statement that the sugar now 
at 8 lbe. for «I could formerly be got at 1 (> 
18, and 14 lbe. amply makes our grow™ 
wondetwho has been staffing the Globe. '

Mr. George Stephen, of Montreal, has sent 
a cheque for «6,000 to Principal Grant, to 
be used in any way he tftnks best for Queen’s 
College. This is the fifth subscription of that 
amount received by Queen’s within the last 
two years ; one being from Toronto, two 
from Ottawa, one from Kingston, and now 
one from Montreal. Mr. Stephen's subsen,, 
toon is, we understand, to be used in fitting 
up with modern apparatus and improvem, ntl 
the laboratories connected with the chemistry 
and physics class-rooms in the new buildings 
These improvements are being made under 
the superintendence of Professors Dupuis 
and Williamson—the professors respectively 
of those classes—and the results promise to 
be most satisfactory to all students of science. 
It is a hopeful augury for higher educa­
tion when the leading business men of the 
oountry express such solid sympathy with it.

The cry ia often raised that the eonatruc. 
tion of aftrans-continental railway is beyond 
the resources of Canada. Against a total 
outlay of two hundred millions must be 
placed Government lands in the North-West 
of sufficient value to repay its entire cost. 
The colonists of South Africa would think our 
position a most favourable one. The railway 
extension proposals of the Government of Cape 
Colony far exceed in proportion those of this 
Dominion when the resources and populatm 
of the colonies are considered. The Cape 
scheme embraces eight considerable under 
takings, involving an aggregate expenditure 
of fifty million» of dollars. Both political 
parties are agreed aa to the principles of the 
bill», but sectional jealousies will doubtless 
develop themselves when the details are 
under discussion. Judged by the South 
African standard, the Canadian Pacific rail­
way cannot be viewed aa impracticable even 
by disciple» of Mr. Blake.

CoL Shaw, the American consul at Man­
chester and. formerly consul in this city, 
writes to the State Department at Washing, 
ton aa follows :—“ I cannot overstate the un­
rest and dark forebodings which fill the mind* 
of"the wisest and beat in England at the pre­
sent time. A pretty clear knowledge of the 
dangers and doubts which press upon them 
convinces me that a change in sentiment is 
coming over the people, and unless rival 
natjons modify their tariffs England will 
speedily erect similar barriers in self-defence.
I know that this ia not the popular view, but 
I am so impressed with the influences whies 
are at work that I submit this opinion to the 
department under a sense of duty, believing, 
as I do, that it is well founded.” Mr. 
Webster,"the American consul at Sheffield, 
say» :—“ So strong is the feeling in favour of 
protection that this question may become an 
influential one at the next general election, 
unless there should be a speedy revival of 
trade.” .______

About «90,000 ie spent every year on colon­
ization roads in the back settlements, exclu­
sive of the annual appropriations for the 
Muakoka and Parry Sound Districts. The 
road bosses are appointed on the recommenda­
tion of Ministerial supporters, for their ser­
vices to the party ; and there ia reason to fear 
that some of them are not over scrupulous. 
There are road inspectors, but they are 
chiefly men of the stamp of Mr. D. M. Card 
of Uxbridge, who, ae Mr. Thomas Paxton 
said, is “ a first-rate hand in an election 
and they do not care to quarrel with the 
local boeees. A correspondent writes from 
Minden township that irregularities exist on 
the Bobcaygeon road works, which are in 
ehaigeof Mr. W. Hartie. This boss draws 
«4 a day, and niot content with that, employs 
Ms brothers, sons, hired men and friends ; so 
that what is left of the appropriation, after 
the Hartie party has been appeased does not 
go very far among the poor settlers in the 
district. Mr. Fraser will no doubt look into 
this. _________

The action of the United States Govern­
ment in compelling the steamship company to 
carry back to Europe John Kempft, pauper, 
sixty yean old, shipped from Baden to 
America by his village authorities, is worthy 
of imitation by this Dominion. While Canada 
require*, and will gladly welcome, able- 
bodied, intelligent emigrants, and, of course, 
capitalists, there ie no room for foreign 
paupers transported to these shores by poor 
law authorities with a view to save the cost 
of maintaining them. Nevertheless, there 
were several oases last year where this had 
been done. This is a country of workers, 
and lazy fellows who drift ont here from the 
Old Country should remember that if they 
fail to secure a livelihood at home they have 
a still worse chance abroad. For men who 
have neither trade, profession, nor capital this 
affords a poor field, and it is desirable that 
the people of the United Kingdom should 
know this. This Dominion offers splendid 
opportunities to emigrants, but they must be 
of the right class.

To add to Britain’s troubles in the East, 
there ie now danger of trouble arising on the 
Burmese frontier. English journals received 
by the last mail explain the question at issue. 
It appears that some time ago the Nyoung 
Oke Prince raised the standard of rebellion, 
but hie troops were instantly scattered and 
he and they fled into British Burmah. He 
gave himself up to the police, who for some 
unexplained reason turned him loose ; he was 
next heard of in King Theebau’s do­
minions, but within a couple of miles 
of English territory, with an army of 
1,500 men, which was steadily increasing. 
No fina> settlement resulted from the cam-

œ although the young Prince has a large 
ing in King Theebau’s dominions. The 
reigning monarch ba« shut himself up in his 

palace after having ordered the execution of 
a number of men on the ' ground that they 
were British spies. Burmah and Britain are 
supposed to be at peace, but recent acts are 
liable to cause a rupture, at least so soon aa 
Ayoub Khan has been disposed of.

In addressing the Belfast Chamber of Com­
merce the other day, a Manchester gentleman 
raid “ Ireland would have been an infinitely 
poorer oountry than she ia to-day if England 
had not always recognized the great principle 
of free trade brtween the sister kingdoms. 
Probably this orator had been so busily en­
gaged in sizing his cottons with Chinese clay 
that he had not read up Irish history. The 
House of Commons, to begin with, declared 
the importation of Irish cattle a public nui­
sance, the object being to protect, the Engluh 
fanner. Then when the Irish took to killing 
their cattle and exporting the beef in carcase, 
that, too, was prohibited. Not to be balked, 
they began to send toe hide in the form of 
leather, and that was banned also. In de 
epair they abandoned oattie and tried sheep, 
but Irish exports of wool were stopped ; ana 
when they manufactured it and began to ship 
woollens, the English manufacturer asked 
Parliament to stop that also, and it was done. 
The Cobden people are the lineal descendants 
of those fierce monopolists ; thqy do not call 
it “ monopoly ” to-day, however, but “ good- 

"and all 1' " 'will among men,” 1 the rest of it.

Among Reformers the Government scheme 
for building the Pacific railway through the 
agency of a company of English capitalists, 
bomueed with North-West lands, daily gro*8 
in favour. Every leading Opposition organ, 
except the Globe, endorse* the project 
Perhaps the most bitter opponents of the 
general policy of the Government arethe 
liberal organa in New Brunswick ; neverthe­
less they favour the proposals of the Adm»" 
istratien on the railway question. The St 
John Telegraph say»:—“If money can be

settlement or block it alt..„— 
nent would be a most désirai] 

details, we must look up 
irinciples of the scheme with 

urniin—«tip" ” The St. John Globe i 
«‘From the Maritime Provinces point 4 
sre thi"k that an arrangement of this 
if the read must be built—would bel 

any of the schemes which has y I 
before the country.” This is snnl 
severe on Mr. Mackenzie, but it is g— 
to find that on the railway question i 

■ outside of Toronto, are for t 
i party for the people’s (

QRICULTURAL NOTES. I

The signs are that there will be a I
wbeat. The English crop, although| 
the average, is a better one than 
reaped for three years ; while therd 
unprecedented harvest in the Statd 
Russia, the wheat has suffered some 
etill reckoning 100 as the average, if 
lieved the yield will reach 80. it wl 
^rise act for the Canadian fanners to j 
their crop ae early a- possible, and I 
wait, for a rise which, it is almost safe I 
will never come.

The New Glasgow Plaindealyr, fron
the free trade papers quote very freelj 
to grief the other day. It annou 
the agency of an Ontario agricultural I 
nient foundry had been established af 
ericton, N.B., and had starved out 
factory at the same kind. As the sta 
most have been due to keen competitid 
gtse did not tally with the Plaindcale 
that the Maritime people are being roti 
the tariff! It turns out, however, 
story was not altogether true. The . 
Parmer, published at fkedericton, say 
Bros., of Ontario, have placed an 
there, bat the local foundry, so far fro 
closed up, is doing a rushing trade, 
more orders on hand than it can fill t" 
The Ontario agency is also doing 
short, the farmers are getting chei 
chines, and the town is profiting by a I

A noteworthy feature of the out 
by the anti-national press of .the 
Provinces against Ontario competitio 
manufacture of agricultural implen 
that it is in direct contradiction to i 
usually taken by the free trade jol 
They have all along contended that thl 
mente that Canadian industries were! 
crushed out by American competitor 
en absurdity ; that if American good1 
sold below cost, it was a benefit to us i 
an injury ; and that if a Canadian ini 
could not stand the pressure it had f 
close down. Now, when Ontario eut 
is pushing legitimate business in the ] 
Provinces, they cry out against the < 
tion from us which they welcomed 
part of the Americans. This ineonL 
only goes to show that the anti-tariff 1 
ment of the Maritime Provinces is 
anti-national.___________

Our fruit growers are, no doubt, 
ing which is the best market for their i 
products. England still affords *an 
outlet, and if Ontario growers do< 
their ventures profitable, the blame, 
gine, will lie with themselves. London i| 
declare that the apples coming from 
and New York ' suit the market best, 1 
of their uniform size and colour, and t 
with which,they are handled and 
Next in estimation come the Ont 
Quebec apples, which, in the opii 
Old Country experts, are as a rule < 
handled and put up in nice pack 
Nova Scotia grower, now in Engli 
that increased care must be exe 
handling and culling ; that apples 
packed m barrels of not less size than t 
a half bushels, with seasoned staves, i 
it would pay well to ship eafify y_ 
especially u each apple was wrapped 1 

paper. English- Win 
ee, on account of their 1 

, but they require them to be i 
l first-clam condition.

It begins to look as though the 
authorities had tolerably good ground 
their refusal to remove the restrictions I 
regard to the slaughtering of American ( 
at the port of arrival The report < 
Lyman, a special agent sent by the Wai 
ton Department of Agriculture to ex 
imported cattle in England, which we I 
lish in another column, contains some- f 
ling disclosures as to the extent and 
lence of - the disease in the | 
States, which may well make 
English disposed to use extra | 
The statement that Canadian cattle | 
found to be infected is probably unfoi 
as if so, it ia very singular that V 
should not have come to light beta 
doubt the American commissioner 
gladly make the most of any circum. 
tending to establish the prevalence 
disease here, to prevent the English <jj 
nating in favour of our exporters. It L 
evident, that before any further priv. 
can be hoped for in promotion of the At] 
trade, the Americans must show gi 
energy in stamping out the <li«»««o »t 1

A most depressing account of the 
condition of English agricultural disl 
given by a Canadian minister, Rev. 
drew*, who is at present visiting 1 
country. He declares there was nev 
credit given in Canada in our wore 
than is there given at present.
®*?h is paid on purchases in the 

In the depressed state 
*md agriculture the markets are 
, y American and Canadian proi 
imported free of duty. Cotton 
agricultural implements, cutlery anc 
aa^all articles of food are 
ev«f> where, and sold at prices that 
producers cannot as yet find remur 
Ihe result is being seriously felt. * 
«xu% (Suffolk)/’ he says, “ fon 
mrge amount of cheese was made f 
Bupply ; now we find Canadian chees 
turner s table, and their own 

egleoted.” These statements pro 
that English agricultural 

are being mined by a free trade polii 
, Jf, benefit of Canadian farm* 
tmbteaTiut in this fact lies the tru< 

on of the. wholesale exodus of 
T*”n7r* *o this continent and A 

them remember that tins Domini 
f®aiestandmoet advantageous vantag
UniLTw^1 -*° *uPP1y the people 

tea Kingdom with food products,
English journals are busily engage 

f^aabig the report at Messrs. Read i 
e Imperial Commissioners who visi 

and the United States last ye 
ia cleverly drawn in vie*

_ ^ Patency interested in the opii 
Il! aeta out at length th 

FJ'a'W by America to Bril 
with a dclineatio 

keba TV8* To® latter include die' 
SeverihT®* aoonrging system of 

. v winter, drought, absence 
l parts, and that th< 

will make catt 
The deduction di

__. farmer is that _1
still a good field. M 

enta are in ord 
i in Essex, is farmi 
ng the production of

---- ket his business.
a dairy farm, not a cow 

"T green and other fc 
an in the sheds.

r' growing are 
the fanners are a 

Herald hits the i 
ggests that the < 

l may be
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rival on the 
t is not much <
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