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BUBAL TOPICS.

mght

COST OF 0ROWING POTATOES. 

i speaking of producing a crop tbe 
fht word.to use is “ growing,” or 

« to grow,” and not to raise, as is 
generally said, yet “ to raise” is not 
absolutely an improper term, ns is 
applied to growing crops, bat only 
less proper than “ to grow.” Let us 
now see what it generally costs to 
grow (or to raise, if you prefer that 
word) a crop Of potatoes on good fer­
tile land, such as will produce from 
100 to 200 bushels to the acre ? I will 
adduce my testimoty, and my first 
witness is a writer in the Country 
Gentleman. wto says : “ The work
should be done mostly by horses with 
labor-saving implements. The land, 
to be in good condition, must be free 
from seeds ot weeds, so as to require 
no hand-hoeing, but to admit of tro­
quent horse-cultivation ; and it should 

Sÿbe deep and friable enough to facilitate 
’easy planting and easy digging, li 

must of course be well under -rained 
■either naturally or artificially, especi­
ally if inclining to clay ; and it shouid 
ibe deep enough to hold moisture in 
time of drouth. A case wan me; with 
a lew years ago, showing me value ot 
a deep soil, where a row of poiaines-1 
was planted on a covered uruin, aud I 
Iho season being dry, it yielded nearly uevei. 
double the amount from parallel r-«>i 
the mellowed subsoil m nigging me 
drain making aU this titlerunce.”

PLANTING, AC

There are some point - plan er hat 
eut and drop the seed, and cover ii at 
one operation f hut they ate more or 
less defective, and [ thins mat tar o 
era had better cut the see I by hand, 
as is generally customary, and also 
drop it by band. The seed may be 
cut on a rainy day, arid a man and 
two boys (or girls, if you please), will 
drop aud cover an acre a day, the 
drills three feet apart, and the seed 
fiom twelve to fifteen inches apart in, 
the drills. -The covering to be done 
with a one-horse plow, about six inches 
deep when tbe ground" is leveled. This 
should be done when the potatoes are 
beginning to appear where the ridges 
made in covering arc evened down— 
about twenty days after planting. It 
may be done with a smoothing harrow, 
with short teeth, without any injury 
to the potatoes ; or turn a common 
harrow over with the teeth up, and 
load it with one or two large stones, 
and then harrow across the rows, and 
the work will be well done, the land 
made smooth,all weeds destroyed, and 
the potatoes just coming up. The 
entire after cultivation should general­
ly be dene with a horse, first perhaps 
with a cultivator, if the ground 
hard, or very weedy, to 
At the proper time with a horse hoc, 
and hilling the potatoes just enough 
Ao cover tbe weeds among them ; and 
Ahe digging should be done with a 
ipotato-digger, or a plow 
«quoted above says : 
the digging may be performed by any 
of the cheaper diggers, which 
made with prongs projecting 
rear of the,plow ; the soil beitif.

variety that matures in September in 
New Jersey—being neither early nor 
late. Then there is the Early Bose, 
Lato Bose, Peerless Brownell’s Beauty, 
and Compton’s Surprise, all very fine.

In regard to fertilizers, stable dang 
is good enough, but when commercial 
fertilizers are used, potash should 
predominate. A dealer in such fer­
tilizers, who undoubtedly has done his 
best to ascertain what formula pro­
duces the best crops, gives the follow­
ing for one acre:
Ground B me, 250 lb.................. ........................... $5.00
Oil Vltrol, 100 lbs..................... *****
Muriàte of Potash, 276 lbs....
Sulphate of Ammonia. 200 lbs...........................11.00
Sulphate oi Soda, 100 Ids..................................... 2.50
Land Plaster, 100 lbs............................................  1.00

•27ÜÎ7

Hero the actual potash (137J lbs.) 
is the largest constituent in pounds 
but not in cost. Another dealer gives 
the following formula for 1,000 lbs ;
Sulphate of Ammonia, 180 lbe...........................S0.90
superphosphate, 630 lbs........................................11*00
Muriate of Potash, 27V lbs........................... 6.37

$27.27

Probably the second formula is de- 
signed for an acre of land, but both 
are enough for two acres each, and I 
give these formulas only to show 
what commercial fertilizer* are re com 
mended fur potatoes, which is of 
• terest to farmers if they never ex 
pect to buy any.

SEEDING CLOVER WITH OATS.
La.id mayr be seeded to clover with 

-.at* in the spring, bat the oats should 
not he sown very Ibick. A farmer in 
West en New Y->rk sa a ; “Having 
never tried i he experiment, as we 
always s H wiib wheat, I will state 
i:ie -in-ce-iful recall of a neighbor 
t-.r, win i wished to seed down an 
..lire tielil, l-ul being unable to do so 

■ ih wue.t., me-half being in sowed 
-■orti, he was obliged to seed with oats 

"i ne cming spring- The other part

hadn't been for an apple, where would 
the ready-made clothing stores be to 
day?"

The first umbrella appeared in 
England in the year 1777 ; but history 
does not inform us when the first 
nmbrelladisappeared, aud who carried 

off. Almost any man can tell 
about what time the last umbrella 
disappeared.

An Irishman who had commenced 
building a wall round bis lot, of un­
common dimensions, viz., four feet 
high and six feet thick, was asked the 
object by a friend, “ To save repairs ; 
don’t you see if it ever falls down, it 
will bo higher than it is now.”

Mr. Cherry asked bis wife, the other 
morning: “ What is the difference 
between bribing a man with a ten 
dollar bill to keep bis mouth shut, and 

mixture of Indian meal and water?” 
He almost took her breath away when 
he answered : “ Why, you see, one is 
hash monqy, and the other is mash, 
honey.”

followed

The writer 
On light soils,

are 
in llie 
friable,

the tubers »re thrown to the surface. 
Qa heavy or adhesive soil-, none “I 
these implements work well, and we 
see a common plow, running just deep 
enough to invert the potatoes, picking 
op ail thus'brought in sight, and 
bringing the rest to llie surface, with 
a common harrow. By a litilo pruc-

■ •I the lot wa« in oats, and then put to 
wheat Tbe laud was in good condi­
tion, having had two crops of sowed 
corn and plenty of manure. It wae 
put in good order, by careful plowing 
and cultivating, then rolled. The 
clover seed was sown about the middle 
of May, just in advance of the grain 
drill when sowing oats, which covered 
the seed. I could tee no difference 
between the clover after wheat and 
the part after oats. Both completely 
covered the ground, blossomed tbe 
same year, and were successful. I am 
cot in favor of the practice, as oats 
shade the ground more than wheat, 
rye or barley."

PBESERVING FENCE POSTS,

I copy the following from an Eng­
lish paper : “ The proper seasoning of 
timber before being need in any sort 
of structure is far more important 
than the season of the year when it is 
felled, kind of timber used, or proven- 
tatives employed. There are paints, 
washes and heterogenous steeps re­
commended for preserving posts; but 
each is comparatively costly, and only 
partially successful. One great ob­
jection to the application of solutions 
externally rests on the fact that the 
sap being confined, accelerates decom­
position in the interior. Most foresters 
must have observed this. What 
would recommend with fencing poets 
is—the materials, when felled, to be 
directly sawn into posts and stored 
under sheds thoroughly ventilated 
where they will remain at least a year 
exposed to “ sun and wind.” The 

I neck or part between wind and water 
• Teach post should be slowly charred 
over a strong fire—slowly, because our 
principle means heating the timber 
thoroughly to the heart, so 
extract any moisture which may be 
still lodged in the centre, and harden

tike, this mode makes clean gathering, jng n crast an the surface of the posts 
■ot half a bushel per aero remaining Afterwards, to prevent the posts ab­
le the soil. Two men usually harvest ..orbing water, they shouid he well 
mxty bushels a day.” 1 c cited with coal tar, having its acid
“ tin nn-'.T i-r.i leur. i destroyed with fresh quicklime. The

l tar should be thoroughly boiled, 
prate all

.... Æioo......1.00....... -J.00
............2.00....... 11»
...........5.00

- bushels a day."
TUE COST l-ER ACRE.

It is not possible to give any detail 
ed cost of growing an acre of potatoes, 
that will apply to all eases, as it costs 
more in some soils than in others ; 
and some farmers have heller imple­
ments than others ; but the following 
estimate is not far from boiug correct 
in most cases :—
Plowing one acre of land .,
Harrowing and furrowing...............................
Planting and covering......................................
Cultivating three timer.................................
Applying I'aria green twice..........................
Digging and drawing In..............................

»1AIW-

To this should ho added one-hall 
the value of any manure applied to 
the land, as half of i«s virturcs may lie 
charged to succeeding crops ; and if 
you please, you may add interest on 
tbe value of the land. I am sure that 
any farmer may do all the work for 
an acre of potatoes, as above staled, for 
*15; and in some cases, the potatoes 
will not cost over fifteen cents a 
bushel, while the average will not, 
even.when a good dressing of manure 
is applied, be over twenty-five cents 
per bushel. In some places, ns at the 
west, where they grow from 300 to 
400 bushels per a.cro, the cost is not 
over five cents per bushel.

VARIETIES TO PLANT, MANURE, ETC.

I think that the best variety now 
grown is the Snowflake. It is a

quantity of feed required by all the 
small breeds of fowls is about a bushel 
and a half a year.

An old bachelor thus complains of 
hia washwoman : “ It is awful annoy­
ing so have some other fellow’s clothes 
left in one’s room by the washwoman 
Saturday we put on another fellow’s 
shirt, but couldn’t wear it. Although 
it was ruffled around the bottom, the 
sleeves were too short to button cuffs 
on, and there was no place for a collar.'

Halter-Pulling.- Take a small 
rope (say about half an inch, nothing 
heavier), about twelve to fifteen feet 
long, as the case may bo ; make 
loop in one end about the shape of a 
common harness crupper ; slip the tail 
through the loop, then run the other 
end through the territ of the back pad, 
thence to the hame or bit ring, then 
hitch your horse and let him pall. 
One pull of the tail Will be enough, or 
two at the most. Few horses can be 
made to pull after a few trials of the 
tail-hitch.—N. Y. Tribune.

Fertilizing With Charooal.— The 
owner of a large vineyard on Kelley’s 
Island writes me that a neighbor of 
bis had a large grape vine growing 
not far from an old cistern which had 
a filtering apartment filled with char­
coal ; and a root of the vine, having 
found its way into the charcoal, filled 
the entire mass with its ramification ; 
the effect on the growth and pro­
ductiveness of the vine was remark­
able. He intends, therefore, to try 
sotne experiments with powdered 
charcoal as a fertilizer. It is probable, 
however, that in tbe case of the cistern 
the charooal was saturated with ferti­
lizing ingredients filtered from rain 
water, and hence comparatively little 
benefit may result from the applica­
tion of charcoal unless mixed with 
richer ingredients. Saturating it with 
water, in which ben manure is dis­
solved would no doo bi be very effects vo. 
—Correspondence Country Gentleman.—

The Way to Fail.

Many I have known to fail in 
flower gardening because they com­
mence at the top of the ladder inateaq 
of the bottom, and I thought it best 
that they should be told this foot. A 
lady hgsseen beautiful flowers in her 
peigbbore’ gardens, and reeolvdfc 
have flowers next season. (I have 
friend particularly in my mind.) 
course she wants the very best,Uanjl 
sees puffed in the papers, perhaps I* 
editors tvho know nothing of the mat­
ter, or, advertised by some seed Rian, a 
wonderful new thing, from Japan or 
Timbuctoo, or some other outlandish 
place. This must be obtained at any 
cost. All the money that can he 

id is invested in' a few of these 
new and wonderful things. The fancy 
seeds are committed to the ground 
with a feeling of exultation. The 
neighbors, perhaps, have not heard 
of these wonderful acquisitions, and 
will open their eyes pretty wide when 
the flowers appear in their glory, and 
they find their flowers and gatdehs 
left entirely in the shade. As tie**!, 
a tall follows pride. Half of the near 
things not being adapted to dtr 
climate, never reach a flowering state; 
others are only slightly different in 
color or form from varieties we now 
jiosse-s, vert interesting, perhaps, ta 
the fl iris;, or t-ven the curious and 
experienced amateur, hut of no use to 
the beginner. The good old As tore 
an-1 S ocks, aud italsains and Petunias 
nut any ono can grow, were neglect­

ed, and disappointment is the result.
My advice is commence with * flew 

simple hardy things, and not too 
many. Do what you do thoroughly. 
One little bed with a dozen good 
plants is a delight ; a whole garden 
full oi starved, neglected things, is 
misery. I know you have always 
taught this. I learned it from yofr 
works. It needs repeating. — FicAf* 
Monthly.

Culture of Potatoes.

evapt'cat” watery matter, and 
applied boi.*.:°it hot. A large tank 
holding the posts sot .on end, and filled 
with the scalding tar from à boiler, 
answers the purpose very well. Ô! 
course, the upper half of the posts can 
he painted when placed, in situ. I am 
fully convinced coal tar, properly ap­
plied to thoroughly seasoned timber, 
is far more effectual in preserving 
posts than crcosoling, poisoning, 
kyanizing, &c.”

Blind Staggers in Swine.—Hogs, 
like horses, are subject to the blind 
staggers. They are suddenly taken 
blind and staggering, and in a short 
time go into spasms, especially if it be 
a severe case Pf the disease. These 
spasms or fits last hut # abort time 
only, but recur at short intervals, and j set early, and 
in one of these fits the sufferer usually 
dies. This disease makes sure havoc 
among swine where it prevails, and 
co farmer should be ignorant of a 
remedy to apply when needed. Cold 
water frequently dashed on the bctftj; 
the administration of cathartics and 
infections of turpentine and oil is one 
kind of treatment recommended, and 
we know of po better. But in treat­
ing the disease, partie*!»;' pjtention 
mast he given to the dieting of the 
animals—a wild laxative diet boiug 
required for some time after the sub­
ject hog jus to recover and regains an 
appetite for rood,—Factory and Farm.

As many are giving their experi­
ence on raising potatoes, I will give 
mine. Although my ground is plow­
ed in the fall, I plow it again in the 
spring. I then harrow it until it is 
very moîlow- With a p'.anker I then 
make it very smooth and level, and 
with a shovel-plow I make furrows 
three and one-half feet apart and four 
or five inches deep. In the furrows 
I drop, twelve inches apart, potatoes 
cut in halves (split from end to end, 
or cut through the seed end), each 
piece being pressed into the earth by 
stepping on it. I then attach * chain 
or rope to each end of a 4 by 4 inch 
scantling, making a bail six feet from 
(he scantling in the centre ; then hitch 
a span of horses to the centre qf tl|p 
rope, and ride over tbe fqrrowe 
lengthwise. Should any remain nn, 
covered, a man with .a hoe can com­
plete the job in a very short time. 
My potatoes are thus covered evenly, 
and come np even. As soon as they 
are fairly up, I go over them again 
with my scantling and cover them 
again. The last covering levels the 
ground smooth, causes the potatoes to 

delays the ravages of 
the bugs a week or more. When the 
potatoes are of a suitable height, I 
take a shovel-plow and hill up tbe 
drills slightly. When the bugs ap­
pear, I go over tbe drills with a com­
mon sprinkler holding twelve quarts

of their food consist! of vegetable 
•natter. The latter is necessary and 
indeepensable to health. Everything 
that feeds largely on grain requires 
something to bulk, to distend the 
stomach, and keep thedigeetive organs 
in good working order, otherwise the 
bird or the animal cannot thrive. 
Winter management ef poultry is no 
small item if we We judiciously in­
clined, and have an eye to some 
income, no matter how small, from 

j our hens. So long as the winter is 
r# *nd lbe ground uncovered from 
^ Jjbe ftiwl .will in a great measure 

themselves, and if well fed and 
supplied with water, will give a fair 
yidtl in eggs, bat it often occurs in 
our northern localities that the ground 
ie covered with snow, for throe and 
sometimes four months daring the 
Winter season. For the long period 
we must make some preparations.

An open abed, fronting the sooth, 
with gravel bottom, and where the 
cattle ran, affords a pleasant scratch­
ing ground for them daring the day, 
and is an admirable place, providing 
the roost be contiguous. The cattle 
trample the snow down, and beat out 
paths, which renders an easy footing 
for them from place to place. Thus 
they are able to obtain all the exercise 
they need through the day. In this 
manner they keep accustomed to the 
atmosphere, and can endure consider­
able degree nf cold. Only the coin bed 
varieties suffer in our climate when 
mercury drops down nearly or quite 
to zero, and even they are hardened, 
if exposed by degrees, and soon be­
come accustomed to severe cold. 
When laying hens (which require 
vegetable food) cannot and what they 
need, they will eat bay, selecting the 
floe blades from well-oured meadow 
grass. Treated in this manner, Brah- 
roah do admirably well, and returns 
good profit in eggs. Laying hens re­
quire and must have, fresh water. 
Farmers, if they only knew It, with a 
small expense and trouble, are well 
situated to become, not only poultry 
raisers, hut breeders of choice stock, 
fo|jhay have conveniences at hand, 
the lxpenee is not so much. They 
certainly can be large egg raisers.

Fowls, and especially laying liens 
that are confined, require great atten­
tion to keep them profitable and in 
good health, and without posessing 
the latter, they cannot be of profit to 
the owner. It is useless to confine 
pallets or bens and stuff them with 
grain alone, and expect any great 
amount of eggs, They must be pro­
vided with freshly broken clam or 
oyster shells each day or two, and 
either chopped cabbage or onions for 
greens. The value of those two vege 
tables for poultry is not properly 
esteemed. They are even better than 
potatoes. When the tax develops on 
us to supply the demand for green 
food, or its equivalent, we are simply 
astqniehed at the aiqoqirt tiqqy rfoll 
consume in order to satisfy their de­
mands. Besides this, they must have 
grain- Those unused to the feeding 
of poultry for eggs, when confined, 
must possess a good store of patience 
and persoveranoo to wait for tbe re 
turns, which will surely follow, if the 
age and condition of the birds be 
right.—Country Gentleman.

ggtsweUtttte***.

A lady in London got the idea into 
hor baud that the devil was in her, 
and hung herself. If women go to 
hangidg themselves for a little thing 
like that, they are goiug to he scarce.

A Peunsyl vania lad gained a holiday 
for the whole school by dropping his 
rubbers down the heater, and ever 
-ince he has been enraged at himself 
for not economizing and dropping 
them ono at a time.

A clothier has excited public 
curiosity by having a largo apple 
painted on his sign. When asked for 
an explanation, he inquired : “If it

Brahmas Not Cheat Eaters.—I 

often read articles in tlie papers from 
men who have had little or uo e.Tj'eri- 
enoo in keeping Brahma fowls, stating 
that they are great ea-ers. As I have 
bred Brahmas since 166-2, I claim to 
know something about what it costs 
to feed them, and this winter’s feed 
for fifty full grown Light Brahmas is 
e fair estimate for any season. I feed 
daily seven quarts of corn and wheat 
screenings, half of each and nothing 
else. My fowls on this quanti ly of 
feed often get too fat to lay well and 
then I cut dowu the quantity for a 
few weeks.

Before I procured the Brahmas, I 
kept the ordinary dunghill fowls and 
I never coaid keep them on less than 
a gill of grain a day on an average, 
or about throe hundred and sixty-five 
gills per fowl per year, being a bushel 
and a pock per year. B iling seven 
quarts of grain daily for fifty full 
grown Brahmas, it amounts to fifty- 
one quarts a year for each fowl, or a 
little over a bushel and a half per

the trees a month previous. These 
facts show that trees, even during 
winter, absorb the rain that ft-lls by 
their roots, and exhale it from thoii 
twigs and branches or use it, storing 
it up for future growth.

Some years ago a largo number of 
fine evergreens died throughout the 
United States and Canada. I lost a 
number of very fine largo trees of rare 
varieties. I attributed it at the time 
to the fact that for the three previous 
years there had been a great drought ; 
the ground at their roots was per- 
fectiy dry and hard while the frost 
that winter bad been very severe, 
penetrating the ground here to three 
or four feet deep. Thus while the 
trees were constantly exhaling mois­
ture from their leaves and branches 
(the severe frosty winds in winter ex­
hausting the sap nearly as much as 
the leaves do.in summer), while be­
tween the drought and the frost they 
could absorb little or nothing by their 
roots to replace it, they consequently 
died of inanition. It is a well-known 
fact that the eucalyptus or blue gum 
tree of Australia, when planted in wet 
or marshy land where much malaria 
prevails, has made them comparatively 
healthy. This has in a measure boon 
attributed to a peculiar health-giving 
principle exhaling from the trees or 
their gum. Though this may have 
some effect, as in the case of fir and 
pine trees, still, I think on more close 
observation, it will be found that the 
main cause is that the trees are ex­
ceedingly fast growers, and that their 
roots and leaves absorb the moisture 
with the malarial breeding matter, 
leaving the land dry and healthy.

During the late rebellion it was 
found that while tbe wounded soldiers 
died in large numbers in hospitals, 
those in tents under the trees, or in 
the woods, generally recovered. This 
showed that trees are really healthy 
instead of otherwise, as contended by 
the writers previously alluded to. 
How, though I would not advise trees 
to be planted too near a house, or so 
thickly as to keep the sun off it, 1 
would advise their being planted near 
enough for their roots, when well- 
grown, to.occupy the ground around 
the house ;and to increase the sanitary 
benefits derivable from them, I would 
strongly recommend the planting of 
tlieS in the kitchen yard or at the 
rear of the house, whore they are 
seldom now planted. A fine Norway 
spruce, growing in t\ kitchen yard, 
would absorb all the slop's that might 
be thrown out, as the ground would 
be always dry, and any moisture 
would sink into the roots at once in­
stead of lying festering in the sun and 
breeding disease. In large cities this 
might not be practicable, as evergreens 
do not thrive whore smoke and dust 
nbotind, but there are hardly uny 
yards so small but tfiat a horse- 
chestnut o,f. frop-growing English 
cbprpy, foe., coqlfi be planted which 
woqld soon grow large enough to keep 
the yard dry at all times. In villages, 
country1 and farm houses the trees 
would prove most bonefloial in all 
heavy, damp soils,—James Douuall, 
In Montreal Witness.

Trees Near Dwellings.

with a taliies|.(.onfol of Baris gpgpq ifl 
it. A man can sprinkle ns fkst as he 
can walk. When weeds make the it 
appearance, 1 go over the field with 
the shovel-plow, raising the earth a 
lima iiigiipf l!);*«| before. The third 
time 1 put on tiio flanges, and thus 
scatter earth among the tops, to cover 
the weeds remaining in tbe hills. I 
never use a hoe, but go through and 
pull out any weeds that may remain. 
As often as the bugs bqtgb g qoy pp>P, 
I use the sprinkler. I plant the early 
Yari< ties, and ns soon as ripe I dig 
them Ci'h the shovel-plow, having

Best Food For Milch Cows.

the flanges on.

For some time back I have seen 
several articles taken from the health 
journals, in the TFifnres, respecting 
the unbealthinoss of having trees 
planted in front of or near houses, 
which I think ate çalcnlatet} tq gpu, 
lead, and are not based on scientific 
principles. No doubt if a dwelling 
house is totally overshadowed by trees 
it will be injurious by keeping off the 
sun; but that it makes houses damper 
jo hag» tfgqa planted (teas them', I 
must, from long experience, deny. 
My own house fronts the north, with 
only a space of fifteen feet between 
the front of the verandah and tbe 
street, in which several large bqj-sg: 
oheatnuie anti lindens are growing, 
and many friends ask : “ Why don't 
you take these trees away ; they must 
bv so unhealthy and keep the housea™ tty p'^e'nï ti- k T «,11 .h • ■""««. Ativre is ai

nearly all the potatoes are thrown to so damp. Such, Ie -horn is not L cx ted from t ha 
Ike «orfaee. Thav nee than sorted I the case; they keep the house drier bv | .......!the surface. T(fgy qpo $1)911 9°Ft(?d 
and put into the cellar, or marketed. 
My average yield, one year with an­
other, is 150 bushels ; average price, 
40c per bushel.—A Farmeb, in Coun­
try Gentleman.

----------- ------- — IT.AJ-
Winter Management.

As a general thing when poultry of 
any description run at large, they are 
able to supply themselves with the 
necessary variety' of diet which they 
require. We have no idea what an 
amount of grabbage they buntfoutand 
scratch over, finding something in 
each deposit that they desiro/or crave. 
They devour an immense quantity of 
what we might term-flncloanly food, 
and yet the fowls do better ii have
their runs, and bant oat these morsels 

fowl, and I may safely say that the 80 choice to them. A large proportion

abaofbing t'hrougp (hoir roots uli' the 
rain that falls, while lbe damp part 
of my house is at tbe rear where the 
southern sun shines upon it hut where
there ere H9 ‘fee* tR itiwffl ty?
P)ols$urp iq jrpl qrpAtbpc, lie soil 
being a clay loam.

Taking a walk of about tlireptnilp» 
a few days ago, to shorten the dis­
tance and cut cff îin angle In the road, 
I went through the field ; there had 
been a great deaf of rain previously, 
and I found the cultivated fields and 
meadows very wet; '^no-lhird of the 
distance was through weeds, part of 
the original forest, and although it 
was as flat and exactly ejrqilap in §qil, 
(a clay loam) and situation, there was 
no wet to be seen and the ground was 
as hard and dry ns in midsummer, 
though the leaves had all fallen from

In summer and autumn the farmer 
can, with a little labor, provide for 
hi? milch cows an abundant supply of 
food ; corn, clover, peas, oats and rye 
will give all the variety that is needed 
for our dairy stock in addition to our 
ordinary pasture. But wo must have 
recourse to other sources of supply iq 
winter, 'fbgy *an iive, it is true, on 
good, well-saved hay without other 
food, but this is not enough. For a 
cow giving milk, as much as for 
fattening animals, something more is 
required. When we tqkg jpum hop 

paswue a oow giving milk, and 
confine her in the house to feed wholly 
on dry hay, the quantity of hor milk 
must deerease, and witji it any profit 
that might be made from hor fççij. 
But the farmer is nqfc without resources 
fif food that may bo raised on his farm. 
In winter as well as summer he can 
have all the variety of forage he can 
need at the mere cost of the tillage 
and care. There is always a profit to 

Ceding uu the 
•aim a large proportion of its pro­
ducts. The manure itself pays well 
for the labor.

Turnips.—The csliMj’uL, yi which 
jhjs yoot is held for the feeding of 
"iock is shown by the great area 
devoted to its culture ha ‘he bpst 
spipqtjifo qqd practical agriculturist,
In Jfoglaqd thp turnip crop embvucaa 
annually not less that two millions of 
acres; and in Scotland half a million. 
Without the turnip the winter store of 
cattle food would bo very scanty. 
Though turnips contain a large per­
centage of water, they are a very 
valuable addition to winter food for 
stock, and we have had animals fatten- 
pd ih good condition for the English 
market with no other food than turnips 
in addition to hay. There is an objec­
tion to turnips as food for cows giving

milk—they give an unpleasant flavtr 
to the milk. To prevent this turnips 
are by some fed to cows immediately 
after being milked. By others a 
pinch of saltpetre is pot in the milk. 
Both remedies we have known to be 
successful.

Mangel Wurzel.—This root is pre­
ferred to the turnip for feeding milch 
cows. It yields with greater certainly 
a much heavier produce. In the re­
ports of the Department of Agriculture 
we have returns of some crops of one 
thousand,...bushels per acre and up­
wards. It does not communicate any 
unpleasant flavor to the milk ; this of 
itself is greatly in its favor. It keeps 
iiood till late in the season, even till 
our fall rye is sufficiently grown to 
cut for soiling. Late in the season it 
is hotter for feeding than early in 
winter, when it is often found to be 
too relaxing. Excessive feeding with 
any- roots is liable to produce too groat 
laxity, but when fed sparingly in ad­
dition to dry fodder, it is no more 
laxalivo than the health of the animals 
requires.

Carrots.—There is no food more 
prized by English farmers for milch 
cows than tho carrot. So far from 
giving an unpleasant flavor to the 
milk, it is thought by many to im­
prove it, and that it improves the 
color of the butter of cows fed on it is 
well known. The Belgian or white 
carrot is generally grown for cattle 
food, as it yields much heavier crops 
than any of the red varieties. It is 
admitted that as far as yield is con­
cerned, the Belgian stands at the head 
of the carrots, but it is doubtful if its 
greater yield is not more than com­
pensated for by the superior qualities 
of the other varieties. Hoots grown 
to a large size are almost always of 
inforiorqnality.and in the comparison 
of large Belgian carrots^with the 
smaller long orange or othrfr carrots, 
the nutritive properties of the large 
Belgian fall much below those of the 
others.

Beets.—The sugar beet has very 
valuable properties for feeding, and is 
now becoming better appreciated. 
Tho proportion of saccharine it con­
tains must make it very profitable for 
winter feeding as an addition to dry 
fodder. The chief feeding value of 
mangel is derived from its sugar, and 
the boot that is so rich in sugar may 
bo expected to possess still greater 
value.

A Boot Pulfer.— We will merely 
add a description of a simple root 
pulpcr, an implement very desirable 
in root feeding to cattle, It consists 
of a cylinder of hard wood 18 or 20 
inches in diameter, turned quite round 
and smooth, and of whatever length 
that may he desired. This is mounted 
upon gudgeons and armed with steel 
teeth made of half-inch square steel. 
The teeth arc groqnd to a chisel point 
and screwed into the cylinder with 
tho bevel of the points upward and 
projecting half an inoh. The toothed 
cylinder is fitted into a box of hard­
wood plank, and the box is to be sup­
ported upon a stout • frame, which 
should be firmly bolted to the barn 
floor. The front of the box is brought 
snugly up to the teeth of the cylinder. 
The roots are slrnyfoied into the box 
at thg tap, and are rapidly reduced to 
a fine pulp by tho action of tho sharp 
chisel points. The pulp is thrown out 
at the bottom of the box, where it is 
received upon an apron of plaqk, and 
from that it fall upoq tile floor or into
baskets placed to receive it. A driving 
pally is affixed to one of the gudgeons, 
so that it may bo worked by a belt 
from a horse power. It is too heavy 
a machine to bo worked by the hand, 
although a cftvdi machine might bo 
çctusw'Atcled upon the same plan if 
thought profitable to do so—Fanners' 
Advocate.

' Run-Down ” jt'arms.

majority of Canadian farms are 
in the condition to which the homely 
but expressive term “ run-down ” is 
applied. A fox, or hare, hunted by i.frettt tho biting blast.

delay, or the business will stop. Cus­
tomers will not long continue to come 
to a shop where they fail to find what 
they ash for. In the case of the mer­
chant, it is comparatively easy to re­
plenish an exhausted stock. He has 
only to goto the wholesale dealer, 
and order a new supply. At most, he 
only needs to wait long enough to im­
port fresh goods. He can qaickly fill 
up bis empty shelves. It is not at 
with tho farmer. Time and patience 
are needed in order to replace ti e 
stoek which has been used ep by an 
exhaustive system of farming. If 
ham-yard manure were sufficiently 
plentiful and not too costly, and if it 
eonld be had as easily and qaickly ni 
dry goods can be got from the whole­
sale houses, the case would be different.
But manure is always scarce and dear. 
There is never enough of it on hand 
to meet the demand, and by the tira® 
it is bought and hauled to the land it 
is too expensive. The merchant cs'i 
count on a profit after paying the cot 4 
and carriage of his stock, but a farmer 
must got his manure within a certai » 
limit of expense, or it will not pay. 
Even in the vicinage ef large town» 
and cities, it is questionable if a farmer 
can buy and haul manure to advan­
tage. The writer has lately settle.! 
on a “run-down” farm within tw» i 
miles of a town of several thousan 1 
inhabitants. Manure cannot be bougl | 
for less than 75 cents per load. Only 
four loads can be hauled per day. \ 
team and man are worth $3 per day. 
That makes the cost of the manurs 
*1.50 per load. Twenty loads per 
acre is a moderate application. It 
would cost more than the price paid it 
year ago for the farm, to manere it at 
that rate. A cheaper method of recu­
peration mast be found, or plainly 
farming will not pay. The thing 
must be done by slower and less ex­
pensive process. The manure must) 
bo made on the premises, or dropped 
by sheep and other stock on the 
poverty-stricken soil. This is what 
makes it so deplorable that land 
should ever be “ run-down.” It re­
quires either long time, or lavish 
outlay of capital to restore lost fer­
tility. There are other means of 
recuperation besides the home manu­
facture of manure, such as systems of 
cropping that bring a steady gain of 
productiveness to the land, but they 
all take time, and “ while the grass 
grows the horse starves.” How is the 
farmer to live while he is getting bis 
land into condition to support him ?
It is to be feared that many farmers 
do not properly understand what ails 
their land. Wo often come across 
vencralleold settlors who, like veteran 
soldiers, take pleasure in “shouldering 
their erutch,” and telling how “ fields 
were won” from tbe woody wilder­
ness, and made to produce crops un­
heard of now a-days. They think tho 
climate and seasons have sadly 
changed since the good old tines 
when thirty and forty bushels of wheat 
to tho acre were harvested year after 
year. No doubt the climate and sea­
sons have changed materially since 
tho primeval woods wore cleared 
away. Hut the change has not all 
been for the worse. Sunshine ami 
fresh air have been let in, marshy' 
places have been dried ofl", good roads 
have taken the place of log cross- 
ways, and thero-are mills and markets 
clojse by. IVoduco was worth very 
little In the days when such bounteous 
yields were obtained, and the low 
prices were given “ in trade.” Now 
every product of tho farmer commands 
ready cash at fair paying prices'. 
Commerce comes knocking, purse in 
hand, at tho farmer’s door, for every­
thing lie can raise. With the excep­
tion of greater liability to drought, 
and more exposure to wintry winds, 
ihere are bo climate changes detri­
mental to the business of the farmer. 
Fertility of soil, drainage, and where 
practicable, irrigation, are effectual 
antidotes to drought ; while shelter by 
moans of evergroon walls and belts of 
deciduous trees will furnish protection 

Tnere is no
dogs and mounted men, keoiia going 
until exhausted. its strength
gone, (t folia u prey to its unrelenting 
pursuers. It is “ run-down.” The 
virgin soil of this country started fo 
the race of improvement with a rich 
hoard of strength, hut unrelenting as 
a y.mcot” of huntsmen, the first 
settlers cropped away at it quid ex­
haustion sot in, sud i’foft tb,o poor fox

use in disguising the fact that tho 
great evil affecting oar agriculture is 
poverty of sail, occasioned by over- 
oroppittj# without manure. Our farm 
above referred to was once covered 
with magnificent tree growths iods- 
epiing a seul of surpassing fertility. 
TUv timbers in tho old barns, built 
more than forty years ago, bear wit­
ness to the productiveness of the land.

(qi bare, (he soil was “ run-duwn."* I fbvn. We have recently had occasion 
finder a proper system uf culture, no; ; to take down an old log building mi!
o,nly will tkt> original productiveness 
or the soil be re in I ued, hut it will be- 
constantly increasing. A farmer 
should carry on his business just as a 
thrifty merchant docs, who is not 
satisfied with merely ob*bV'.‘Be • 
living profit, hql folv,9 to add continu. 
ai(y to his stock in trade. Tho fer­
tility of his land is the farinor'sstock- 
in-trade. lie should not only maintain 
the stock, but incre.vo it. A merchant 
can 
cash

cut up some of the timber foe- otbev 
usos. There are rock elms that almost! 
defy cross-cut saw, axe, auger and 
chisel, so tftus-h is the fibre, and set 
clo.se. the grain. It was no barren soil 
in which those monarchs of the forest 
once grew and flourished. The land 
was originally rich. Its rank barons 
was the accumulation of ages. But 
that store of wealth has been wasted

_____________  in riotous farming. It ought to have
sometimes realize considerable I been carefully hoarded, like so ranch- . 

hand by running his stock capital, and only tho interest, as it" 
low, but ho must replenish without' were» expended in annual cropping^

-'it sirarar


