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HE WANTED A BOOK.it s

Chatham’s Millinery StoreThe Face AND HE WAS QUITE A DISTINGUISHED 
LOOKING MAN.

So It Was Small Wonder That the
Bookseller Made a Few Slight Er- 

. rors la Recommending the Differ-
ent Wares He Had Fer Sale.

The elderly, distinguished looking man 
had been hovering around the open air 
secondhand bookstall for several days. 
The cloth bound volumes did not appear 
to gain his attention. He devoted him- 
self exclusively to the stacks of fiction, 
paper bound in the old fashioned way— 
about 14 inches long by 10 inches wide— 
and he even thumped over the nickel and 
dime “libraries" with great apparent in­
terest. The thickset proprietor of the 
secondhand bookstall noticed the elderly, 
distinguished looking man the -other aft­
ernoon and strolled out to the pavement.

“Can't find what you're looking for, eh, 
judge?" inquired the proprietor of the 
stand pleasantly.

The elderly, distinguished looking man 
appeared to be somewhat embarrassed.

"N-no," he replied diffidently. “I sup­
pose I'm on a fruitless quest."

He didn’t name the nature of the quest, 
however.<

"You won't find anything in Arabic in 
those paper bound piles, you know." said 
the proprietor of the stall experimentally.

"No?" said the elderly, distinguished 
looking man.

"There used to be a Gibbon s ‘Roman 
Empire* in paper covers, but it’s out of 
print years ago,” remarked the proprietor 
of the stall after a pause.

“That so?" said the stranger. “Dont 
believe I ever saw that edition."

“We’ve got a whole lot of Omar Khay­
yams in cheap cloth covers, though," pur­
sued the bookstall man. scratching bis 
head in a puzzled sort of way and sizing 
up the distinguished looking man out of 
the tail of bis eye.
I “Well, I am not a devotee at the Omar 
shrine,” replied the elderly man, turning 
over another heap of the elongated paper 
volumes.

The proprietor of the stall walked away 
■ little distance and appeared to be think- 
ing it over.
"You’ll find Hugo’s ‘History of A 
Crime’ and ‘Les Miserable’ in that 
bunch,” he said, returning to the elderly 
man at the stall, “but there’s hardly any 
use in buying ’em in that form when I’ve 
got 'em cloth bound for as low as a quar­
ter each and sets of Hugo’s complete 
works for $2."

“I find Hugo hard reading," replied the 
elderly man of distinguished appearance, 
wiping bis spectacles reflectively. "I 
knocked off doing literary penance a long 
while ago."

The proprietor scratched his bead some 
more. He looked like a man up against 
it. Having a reputation to sustain, how­
ever, for shrewdness iu guessing his cus­
tomers’ literary tastes, he returned to the 
charge after a silence.

"There's some of Goethe’s and Schil- 
ler’s stuff in those paper piles," be said, 
"but I got all the Schiller and Goethe you 
went inside in cloth for little or nothing.

"Uh-huh!" replied the distinguished 
looking man, again removing his iron 
rimmed spectacles and wiping them with 
a spotless handkerchief. “Glad to hear 
that. However. I haven't much time to 
solace myself with Goethe and Schiller. 
Life’s too short." >

The bookstall proprietor walked out to 
the curb and spat musingly.

"Fellow that looked pretty hard up 
came in here the other day," he said, re­
turning to the elderly gentleman at the 
stall, "and sold me ten volumes of the 
plays of Congreve. Wycherly and Van­
brugh at a pretty small figure. Like to 
look at 'em?”

"N-no," replied the elderly man. “We 
can see all the hot stuff that's good for 
us at the theaters nowadays without re­
verting to that bunch of degenerates."

“Well, he's on toi what he's talking 
about all right," mused the bookstall pro­
prietor. grinning. Then be said aloud:

"P’r’aps you prefer the older English 
dramatists—Marlowe. Otway, Beaumont 
and Fletcher and that sort?"

"Well, if I were marooned on a desert 
Island maybe I'd read some of the older 
English dramatists—eu rainy afternoons, 
when I couldn't hunt mollusks tor sup-
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A ROMANCE.

%. A. COOKSLEY, Opp. Market
éor .as the count, until ft should ptease 

him to doff his incognito, "of which 
you shall hear anon. Just now our 
business is with Leoline."

"True! And as in a short time I 
start with yonder’ cavalcade, there 
is but little time to lose. A Topos, 
Kingsley, who is that mysterious 
woman, La Masque?'"

"She is. or was (for she is dead 
now), a French lady of noble birth, 
and the sister of Leoline."

"Her sister! And have you then 
discovered Leoline's history?

me for it. But I think I know one
them without being told. It is that, 
other fac-similé of Leoline and my­
self who died in the robber s ruin."

"Exactly. You and she and Leoline 
were triplets."

"And who is the other?"
"Her name is La Masque. Have 

you ever heard it?"
"La Masque! Nonsense!" exclaimed

He ran a mile, 
and so would many a young 
lady, rather than take a bat's 
without the “ Albert" 
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Hubert, with some energy in his
voice at last, "You but jest, Sir Nor­
man Kingsley."

"No such thing. It is a positive
fact. She told me the whole story her- 
self.# 

"And what is the whole story; and 
why did she not tell it. to me instead 
of you?" i

"She told it to Leoline. thinking 
probably she had the most sense; and 
she told it to me, as Leoline’s fu­
ture husband. It is somewhat long 
to relate, but it will help to beguile 
the time while we are waiting for the

"1 have."
‘And, her name?"
"She is Leoline de Montmorenci! 

And with the proudest blood of 
Franco in her veins, living obscure 
and unknown—a stranger in a 

strange land since childhood; but 
with God’s grace and your help, I 
hope to see her restored to all she 
has lost before long.

"You know me, then?" said his 
companion, half smiling.

“Yes, your majesty," answered 
Sir Norman, bowing before the king.

• MONTREAL. es

royal summons."
concluded* Sir Nor-"It struck me, 7.*

man. “that it would be -better to 
procure any papers she might possess 
at once, lest, by some accident, they 
should fall into other hands; so I 
rode there directly, and, in spite of 
the cantankerous old. porter, search­
ed diligently until I found them. 
Here they are,” said Sir Norman, 
drawing them forth. • k

"And what do you intend to do 
with them?" inquired Hubert, glanc­
ing at the papers with ah unmoved 
countenance.

"Show them to the king, and 
through his mediation with Louis, 
obtain for you the - restoration of 
your rights."

"And do you think his majesty will 
give himself so much trouble for the 
Earl of Rochester’s page?"

"I think he will take the trouble
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Leave your order with us and we 
will give it our prompt attention.

CHAPTER XXIII.

As the last glimpse of moonlight 
and of Hubert’s bright face vanished, 
Leoline took tv pacing up and down 
room in a most conflicting and ex- 
cited state cf mind. So many things 
had happened during the past night; 
so rapid and unprecedented had been 
the course of events; so changed had 
her whole life become within the last 
twelve hours, that when she came 
to think it all over, it fairly wade 
her giddy. Dressing for her bridal; 
the terrible announcement of Pru­
dence; the. death-like swoon; the 
awakening at the plague-pit; the 
maniac flight through the streets; the 
cold plunge in the river; her rescue; 
her interview with Sir Norman, and 
her promise; the visit of La Masque; 
the appearance of the count; her ab- 
duction; her jburney here; the com­
ing of Hubert, and their suddenly- 
discovered relationship. It was en­
ough to stun anyone, and tie end 
was not yet. Would Herbert effect his 
escape? Would they be able to free 
her? What place was this, and who 
was Count L’Estrange. It was a 
dreat deal easier to propound this 
catechism to herself than to find 
answers to her own questions; and 
so she walked up and down, Worry­
ing her pretty little head with all 
sorts of anxieties, until it was a per- 
fect miracle that softening of the 
brain did not ensue.

Her feet gave out sooner than her 
brain, though; and she got so tired 
before long that she dropped into a 
seat. With a long-drawn, anxious 
sigh; and, worn out with fatigue and 
watching, she at last fell asleep.

And sleeping she dreamed. It seem- 
ed to her that the count and Sir Nor­
man were before her, in her chamber 
in the old house on London Bridge, 
tossing her heart between them like 
a sort of shuttlecock. By and bye, 
with two things like two drum- 
sticks they began hammering,away 
at the door of her little fluttering
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he 
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to see justice done, or at least IIf he declines, weought to.
our own hands.take the matter in

my Hubert; and you and I will seek 
Louis ourselves. Please God, the 
Earl of Rochester's

Please 
page will yet

The best, cheapest and most satisfactory 
way in which you can get your rigs is to 
buy them of us.

Of course you know that we are among the largest 
makers in the country. Of course you know that a big 
business like ours means high grade workmen, modern 
methods, fine materials and reliable, perfect goods.

Without these no such business as ours could have 
been built up. We have on hand a large variety of 
styles. We can give you precisely what you want and 
can assure satisfaction.

of the De Mont-wear the coronet
morencies."

“And the, sister of a. 
be no unworthy mate

marquis will 
even for a 

I Kingsley," said Hubert. "Has La 
I Masque left nothing for her?”- 

"Do you see this casket?" tapping
the one of carved brass dangling 
from his belt; "well, it is full of jew- 
els, worth a king’s ransom. I found 
them in a drawer of La Masque's 
house, with directions that they were 
to be given to her sisters at her 
death. Miranda being dead, I pre­
sume they are all Leoline's now."

''This is a queer business altogeth- 
er,'' said Hubert,; musingly, "and I 
am greatly mistaken if Louis will 
not regard it as a very pretty little 
work of fiction."

"But I have proofs, lad. The au­
thenticity of these papers cannot be 
doubted." /

"With all my heart. I have no ob­
jection to be made a marquis, and go 
back to la belle France, out of this 
land of plague and fog. Won't some 
of my friends here be astonished when 
they hear it, particularly the Earl of 
Rochester, when he finds out that he 
has bad a marquis for a page! Ah, 
here comes George, bearing a sum­
mons from Count L'Estrange at 
last."

George approached and/ intimated 
that Sir Norman was to follow him 
to the presence of his master,

“Au revoir, then,” said Hubert, 
“You will find me here when you 
come back."

Sir Norman, with a slight tremor 
of the nerves at what was to come, 
followed the kings page througn 
halls and ante-rooms, full of loiter- 
ers, courtiers and their attendants

;Once a hand was laid on hie should- 
,er, a laughing voice met his ear, and 

the Earl of Rochester stood beside 
him.

“Good morning, Sir Norman; you 
are abroad betimes. How have you 
left your friend, the Count L Es- 
trange?"
:"Your lordship has probably seen 
him since I have, and should be able 
to answer the question best.

“And how does this suit progress 
with the prety Leoline?" went on the 
gay earl. "In faith, Kingsley, I 
never saw such a charming little 
beauty, and 1 shall do combat with 
you yet—with both the count and 
yourself, and outwit the pair of

1
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everything with our personal guarantee.
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pair 
loudwhile the

resounded throughknocks upon it
the room. For a time she was so be­
wildered that she could not compre- 
hend- what it meant; but at last she 9Nothing but the purest should be high grade looking manper," replied the 

at the stall.
graph, “ Telephone, 

Eagle Parlor.',
became conscious that someone was 
rapping at the door. Pressing one 
hand over her startling heart she 
called out "Come in," and the door 
opened and George entered.

"Count L'Estrange commands me 
to inform you, fair lady, that he will 
do himself the pleasure of visiting 
you immediately, with Sir Norman 
Kingsley, if you are prepared.
ceive thempo be Continued.

going right,”“Well, this one gets meIt is a well known fact that this ar. 
ticle of food has been grossly aduiter- 
ated and to such an extent that The 
Government” has now deemed it ad- 

' vimble to prosecute all vendors of

muttered the bookstall proprietor to him- 
self. “I’ll give him another whiz."

Then the bookstall proprietor pulled out 
from beneath a stack of paper bound lit­
erature a yellowed copy of Carlyle’s 
“Sartor Resartus.”

“Maybe this is what you are looking 
for. sir?" be said, holding the book up so 
that the elderly man could see the title.

"No," replied the elderly man; "that 
is not what I’m looking for. On the con­
trary, Carlyle gives me a pale pink 
pain."

This phrase gave the proprietor of the 
bookstall his opening. He grinned and 
inquired: ..

"Well. Is there anything particular 
you’re hunting for. sir? J don’t want to 
appear to be curious, but”—

The elderly, distinguished looking man 
removed his. spectacles, put them in his 
pocket and smiled benignly upon the pro- 
prietor of the stall.

"Well," he said. "I’ll tell you what I m 
looking for, seeing that you take such an 
interest. I’m looking for a work ent 
tied fawboned Zeb, the Terror of the 
Rockies.’ I was treading that work one 
afternoon about 34 years ago and hid 
jit got to the most absorbing part- 
where Zeb bites the arms of 47 Black- 
feet Indians iu a bunch. If you remem- 
tier—when my mother came along and 
snatched the book out of my hand. It 
was a darned interesting and entertain- 
ing work, and I’d be willing to pay big 
money to get hold of a cony and find out 
how it ended!"

Even the Explosion Failed.
“A terrific explosion blew up one build­

ing ami started a fire which burned down 
the remainder, of the plant."

"Gracious! Was any one hurt 7
"The night watchman is dead."
"Poor fellow! Blown to atoms, I sup- 

"No; burned to a crisp. They couldn’t 
waken him."

Over the Bridge.
She—These Chinese seem to be perfect 

fiends. Why, they torture a man to 
death by keeping him awake. How do 
they do It?.

He—The old way; they give him the 
baby to mind at nights.— Brooklyn Lite.

She Had Her Doubts.
Mise Wunder—And la be a real count?
Miss Gabbeigh— I fear not. He seems 

to have money.—Baltimore American.
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For packing BUTTER, LARD, HONEY, etc., use
you."

"Permit me to differ from your 
lordship. Leoline would not touch 
you with a pair of tongs."

"Ah! she has better taste than you 
give her credit for; but If I should 
fail I know, what to do to console 
myself.

"May I ask what?"
"Yes! there is Hubert, as like her 

st two peas in a pod. I shall dress 
him up in lace and silks, and gew- 
gaws, and have a Leoline of my own 
already made to order."

me to doubt that, too!
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the volatile earl to put 
what construction pleased him best 
on this last sententious remark, he 
resumed his march after George, and 
was ushered at last into an ante- 
room near the audience-chamber.

THE CANADA BUSINESS COLLEGE, 
CHATHAM, ONT.

Stands unrivalled among Canadian 
business schools, both sa to its course 
of instruction, end the assistance it 

. gives its graduates in placing them in 
good positions.

302 of our pupils secured good po- 
citions in the year ending Sept. 1st.

Since our last list was prepared, 
which appeared in • recent issue of 
this paper, nearly 40 others have been 
placed. Pressure of business bee pre- 
rented us from getting it ready for 
this week, but watch for it next week.

Write for catalogue and list of pu- 
ails placed.

D. MA LACHLAN & CO., 
Chatham, Ont.

enkins Outfitting
1 Count L’Estrange, etood near a win- 

dow overlooking the courtyard, and 
as the page salaamed and withdrew, 
be turned round and greeted Sir Nor-
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week and upwards.
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Clocks, Ex. Tables.

Head office and Store,
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man with his suavest air.
"The appointed hour is past. Sir 

Norman Kingsley, but that is partly 
your own fault. Your guide hither 
tells me that you stopped tor some 
time at the house of a fortune-teller, 
known as La Masque.

"I was forced to etop on most 
important business,’ answered the 
kuigbt. still resolved to treat him

T A. M. FLEMING 
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“Happy Thought” Stoves, for wood 

or coal, are the most economical, and 
ere for sale only at John A. Morton’s 
Hardware Store. If
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