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SABBATH THOUGHTS.

From thc London Magazine for July.

Oaviimr, thy rising .lay hath lorely 
' migl.t ai r it* beams «hove me and around ;
Tli 'kj„, ,|,r dancing wave and slumbering isle ;

Th V gild the leafy forest's deep profound ;
,,„r uiiiuulii*. peaceful valley,golden plain,
Are robed in sabbath hues, and wake sabbatic strain.

t) Sun nf Righteousness ! wilt thou not rise 
Thyself in loftier glory <">r »"ul"1 

Tb.iu that bad gone Iriuinphant through those sk.e.
Where nature's stately orb diurnal rolls 

.lull be send down hi, radiance, but thine own 
Bc f„r ,i.e blest on l„gh, and their briglit world alone i

Win thou not make a sabbath1, holy boon 
Sweetly effulgent in our hearts to-day,

1 bought, feeling, speech, to sanctify and tune,
Tby sacred service joyously to pay (

Shine forth. O Sun of righteousness ! shine forth,— 
l.e.t sin’» dark cloud prevailing, hide thy risen worth.

“ My child ! though in thc highest heavens is set rn 
Thy Saviour’s glory, whose bright »pleii8onrs break 

tin seraph hosts and saints made perfect, yet 
Shall not of mine thc loving Spirit take,

\„,t on his noiseless wing to thee convey 
gjitt. from the realms of light, beam, from the sabbath-

day 1

« pL.acc, more unrulUed than on loveliest eve 
Of fancy’s summer, gladdens heart or eye ;

Joy, of whose sweetness thou could’st ne’er conclure, 
fresh from the fountain-spring that cannot die ;

And hope, ethcrial, animate, serene.
The soul’s best anchor through life’s changing, pa.s.ng

.. Hat thou must watch with sin..,barer, up !
TUe closet » consecrated threshold tread ;

Thence to the. shrine domestic,—bless the cup 
And meal nf social gladness early led 

r.v converse sacred, enter, as it were,
-t he tomb a morn like this saw rent, and reft, and bare.

.< llo where my people meet ; the chosen idle.
No more Uerizim's summit—Zion’s brow ;

Through me the father manifests Ins fact*
Where’er in spirit lie is worshipped now ; 

tin, join their high hosannas ;—praise befits 
The soul that hopes to rise where its Redeemer sits.

;)r) jf „,y hand hath touched thee, and hath laid 
On pain’s uneasy couch thy stricken limbs,

Mv presence there shall solace thee and aid,
Shall silence nature’s sighs, with glory s hymns , 

ted tby loue chamber in its gloom shall be 
None other, than God’s house, and heaven’s own gate to 

lbcu-,,

Christian, tby sabbath smiles Itow sweet they are 1 
Brightly upon thy waiting s<nd they rc»t ;

Prilv" lion their lights—that when eve's shadowy car 
Hears them reluctant down the darkening west,

T|,y feet may stand yet nearer to the shore 
Where hours mid joys sabbatic fade away no more.

sheep should ever think of straying from your 
stagnant waters after a clear rivulet flowing cool 
front under the rock, at which to rjucnth his 
thirst, if a hark would not terrify him back to his 
pie— 1---------1 ' *   ' • ’

kinwAN'S ki:ply to iusiioi» hughes.

NO. VIII.

TO TUB Kit.lit nBV. JOHN 111 0IIE3, H. l>., ROMAN 

CATHOLIC IllSHOf' OK NEW VOKK.

In 7

IE ST.

Mv DB.vit Sut,—Having shown how utterly 
iiaselcss and lake arc the main positions of your 
1. tier, and exposed their utter weakness ami 
folly, ns 1 fontlly hope even to yourself, L might 
,oi hi them rest. “ The sympathies of my 
(■Ni it.titire” incline mu to do so, as I fehr your 
ni" M,iw -vstem must be already sullieicntly vx- 
, ; bill my love for the race surmounts those
sympathies, and compels me to notice wliat you 
say about " private reasouei s " And as it gives 
loom lor new anti curious illustration, I w ill de- 
volt’ to it liic present letter.

lu paragraph -ft, you say that there are out 
two principles “ authority and reason,” by which 
we can truly determine thc doctrinvc of ivveia- 
t;„n. “ Authority" is the principle of the papist;
“ reason* is that of all not papkls. The pvinei- 
pit* of “ authority” leads into all truth ; that of 

■ reason” into all error. The reasoncr cannot
- make nil act of faith"—the highest aspiration 
of his mind or heart is simply an 1" opinion. — 
And you say, “ there is not a single expression 
of Holy Writ that can warrant the private réa­
dmets of any age, whether past or present to 
believe that they can be saved, so long as they 
trust to their own individual opinions tor the at- 
1 moment of the truth, and the means of spiritual 
life and participation in Christ. And all who 
now reject the authority of your church which 
u,W .exercises the precise authority which Christ 
did w hilst upon earth, you denouneb as “ private 
rv tsonors," incapable of faith, and as “ necessar­
ily out of the way which leads to eternal life.
Tnis, sir, is not speaking in Latin as you do when 
you mumble masses ; your English is more than 
usually plain here ; and so will mine be, in ex­
amining the practical bearing of this cool as­
sumption of your church to think for everybody ; 
of this cool exclusion from eternal life of all who 
will not permit you to think for them, and who 
dare to think for themselves.

The first idea suggested by all you dribble on 
the subject through half a dozen letters ts, that 
you seem to regret that God has endowed any­
body, save bishops and the interior clergy, with 
Urn faculty of reason. I lie exercise of it. on thc 
subject of religion is denounced by you in every 
foi m, as leading to schism, heresy, anil hell.—

- Now, sir, if the exercise of my reason is ab­
stractly so dangerous : if, in fact;, when exorcised, 
il leads to such awful results, how van you ac­
count for it that the Lord has endowed me with 
reason al all ? On your principles would it not 
be better that t should have been born with a 
razor in my hand to cut ray thruat, than with
reason in mv mind which compels me totu.uk on 
the subject of religion V Would U not be better 
for all your purposes that 1 should hat o no rea­
son ? And do you not daily find the simple facts 
that God has endowed man with «reason, and 
with an awful bias to exercise it, greatly embar- 
nsmi" to you :* Do not these facts give rise to 
nearly all the difficulties with which you have to
c-intend in the discharge of your apostolic duties . 
If men never turned " private reasoned, your» 
would he an v.t«V and a most lucr„t,rc task 

With your theory fully carried out, and a 
“ private reasoning ’ fully sup pies* vu, alu 
* private reasoncr» ' killed oil alter tin manm i 
of the e-xtermtiuiiion of the Huguenots in r ranee, 
by the authority of your church, earth would 
present lo your rejoicing eyes an Arcadian soenc 
such as the sun has not yet illumined, the 
people would lie all sheep—yes, literal sheep— 
the pope would be thc chief shepherd—you, John 
Hughes and your other Right Reverend breth­
ren w ould be hi< watch dogs. If one of the poor

m «, IIIHA IV VV41H HWt ICI I II > I 1 ! .11 UilUK LU III»
lace, he would be soon tom to pieces as a warn­

ing to all thc flock not to imitate the example.—
And then the chief shepherd and his dog„ would 
have all the flock to themselves, from the wool 
to fat, and from horn to hoof. And nothing pre­
vents your getting out from such a purgatory of 
clashing opinions as that in which you are now 
placed, anti rising up to sucli a paradise as 1 have 
here sketched, but that wicked and depraved dis­
position of men to question your authority, and 
to use their “ private reason.” Considering that 
this abominable abomination, private reason,” 
thus excludes you from the paradise you desire, 
and shuts you up in a purgatory from which nei­
ther the efficacy of the masses, nor “ all the alms 
nor suffrages of the faithful” ran deliver you, you 
have by no means sufficiently denounced H.— 
There is no hope for you until it is put down 1—
But 1 would advise you to strike at the fountain 
or cause of the evil, which is God, who endowed 
man with reason and knowledge—who has given 
him such a depraved disposition to use them, and 
who has commanded him to give to every man 
“a reason for the hope that is in him"—and who 
thus invites all men, “ Come now, let us reason 
together, saith thc Lord." Go up, like a man, 
to the cause of thc evil which you deplore, and 
you arc at once in conflict with your Creator.

Thc next idea suggested by what you say 
about •* private reason" is the utter inutility of 
the Bible. There are but two principles “ au­
thority and reason" by which we can know its 
meaning. Authority is in the hands of your 
church to be exereised as she wills ; to rend the 
Bible and reason about it, leads to hell. \Y hero, 
then, is thc need of thc Bible at all, save a few 
copies for the Bishops and inferior clergy which 
they may occasionally consult lor thc purpose of 
finding out chapter and verso of such texts as 
these; “ Thou art Peter,” “ Confess your sins 
one to another." Sir, on your principles there is 
no need of it ; and hence, in purely catholic 
countries, you dispense with it. Do you remem­
ber how many Bibles Borrow could find ill -Spain .’ 
How many, think you,,could bo purchased in thc 
bookstores of Rome?' 1 low many, think you, 
could be found among the peasantry of Munster j 
and Connaught, who yet wear thc yoke of your ! 
church ? If all collected, 1 think they would not 
add materially to the weight of the bag in which j 
you pack your vestments when going forth on j 
some of your episcopal visitations. No wonder | 
that thc thunders of the Vatican arc hurled at 
our Bible Societies, which arc so awfully multi­
plying “ pi ivate rcasoners.” But mere thunder, 
though noisy, is harmless.

There is yet another idea connected with wliat 
you say about “authority” and “ reason which 
in this country at least must strike one as singu­
lar. I have no doubt it will so strike yoursell. 
When two clever men get into difficulty, they 
consent to have, it fairly adjudicated, and to a 
hide the 'decision of an impartial tribunal. II 
one declines such a reference, and Insists on 
having it his own way, thc fair inference would 
be that he was conscious ol being in the wrong. 
Between the intelligent men of our nice ami 
your church there is a difficulty. Youi cltutch 
asserts thc right of thinking for them, and 
damns them unless they permit her to do so ; i 
they deny that right. How is the question to be I 
settled? ” They are an interested patty because j 
their civil and spiritual freedom arc involved ; | 
and so is your church, because if decided against ! 
her, she is over afterwards deprived of “the ' 
alms and suffrages of the fuilhiul. . l! your 
claim is true, they are slaves ; if false, they are 
free, and your craft is ended. How is this mu­
ter to be decided ? Your church replies, “ wall 
me is the authority to bind or to louse ; it must 
be referred to me as the only competent autho­
rity.” But they say, “No; you are an inter
e.-ted palty—you have millions tit stake—your j 
character and standing before heaven and earth j 
are at stake.—Your decision must be j arluil.— 
But we will abide the decision ol ait) tribunal 
save that which you set up. Bat. your chutcli 
says, “ Aro, you must abide h>j my decision, or 
be damned." Sir, were men in conflict hut for
a dollar, this would wear knavery on the face, of 
it ; can it wear less, when the points at issue 
are, whether your priests shall be despots, and 
the human race their pliant serfs

There is yet another principle connected with 
your doctrine of “authority” and private reason. 
The man that believes all you tell him “ makes 
an act of faith but the poor “ private rvason- 
cr” that goes to thc Bible for himself can form 
only an “ opinion” upon any subject. To illus­
trate. When you tell a poor papist who be­
lieves you, that Christ Jesus is co-equal with 
the Father, his belief of what you say is “ an act 
of faith ;” when 1 learn the same truth from thc 
Bible and believe it, with me it is only an “ opin-

tiated the bread and the wine into his own body, 
and blood, ami that then! ho multiplied himself 
into twelve, and that then he gave himself lo be 
eaten to each of the apostles, and after lie was 
thus eaten, he was not eaten ; he was yet alive 
and spoke to them.” With his eyes wonderfully 
dilated, he asks, “ Bishop, is this done, now ?”—
“ 0 yes, John,” you reply, “ daily in the mass.” 
He again asks, “-Bishop, why not give the bread 
and the wine now to the people ?" “Thc rea­
son, John is,” you reply, “ that as the wafer is 
changed into the real body and blood of Christ, 
thftre is no need of il, for if we cal the whole 
body, we of course eat thc blood with it.” John 
is satisfied,Snakes nn net of faith and is saved ; 
I, looking a little farther into the scriptures soon 
conclude that the passage means, that the bro­
ken bread represented his body broken, and the 
wine in thc cup hi* blood peu od out. John 
Murphy for his act of faith is saved ; and I, poor 
Kirwan, for my opinion am damned ! !

Such, Sir, is the way your rule works ns to 
texts. Let us now see how it works ils to some 
important truths.

John Murphy again approaches you and asks. 
“ Bishop, how can I he saved?” “ Why, John,” 
you reply, “ the church makes that very plain ; 
you must be baptized, and go to mass, and per­
form penance—you must go regularly to confes­
sion ; when dying you must receive extreme 
unction ; then you must go to purgatory, from 
which you are to be delivered by the efficacy of 
masses, and by the alms and the suffrages of the 
faithful ; and then you go to heaven.” Amazed 
at the process, poor John makes an act of faith 
and is saved : I turn to the scriptures, and pre­
ferring thc word of God to y titra, believe that 
«« he that lrelicveth in the Lord Jesus Christ 
shall be saved.” John Murphy believes you, 
and is saved ; 1 believe God, and am damned.

LETTERS TO YOUNG MEN.

by Da. w*. a. Ai.corr.

And so on, to the end of the chapter Why, 
Bishop Hughes, all this lias not even thc redeem­
ing quality of being good nonsense ; an article in 
whose production our countrymen are not usually 
deficient even when their power ns private rea- 
soners is at low water-mark;

Here, Sir, I will close my review of your rea­
sons for adherence to the Roman Catholic church 
as «riven in your ten letters to Dear Reader.— 
Xevvr were reasons more baseless, or weaker, 
presented to the human mind to justify either 
opinions or conduct. The way in which you 
state them obviously shows lh.it you never ex­
amined them—that you received them as tineas 
a good son of the church, without ever asking 
why or wherefore in reference to them. Your 
reception of them was obviously an net of faith, 
and not an opinion formed in the usual process 
of n private examination.

Yours, Kirwan.

IV.----LIGHT READING.

So numerous arc the influences which have an 
unfavourable tendency on young men, by forming 
inharmonious and therefore unhappy character, 
that one hardly knows lit wliat point to com­
mence his remarks. I purpose, however, lo bring 
before your minds, at the present time the sub­
ject of LIGHT READING.

But l must define my terms ; for one-half the 
mental confusion—not to say mischief of this 
world—has its origin in vague or undefined words 
and terms. By light reading, then, l mean such 
books, papers and periodicals as amuse and ena­
ble you to “ kill time," W at least “ while” it 
away, but leave little or iu> lasting impie-si.ni on 
the mind and heart.—Among these, stand con­
spicuous many of our more popular periodicals.

In a former letter, I alluded to the evils of n 
minute diviison of labor. One would think that 
such division would save lime for oilier pur­
poses, such ns reading iinil study—and this, 1 
confam, is its natural tendency. X et such is the 
operation of other circumstances and influences, 
that people seem to have not only less time for 
other purposes than formerly, hut also less dis­
position to make a wise ajui profitable use of thvjv 
leisure hours, whenever they arrive.—The mania 
for light reading, which has been more or less 
prevalent ever since the adventures of Paul on 
Mars Hill, has of late been increasing. We iv.it 
only confine ourselves |nf>re than formerly to 
light reading, but we rejul still mare “ by snat­
ches !’.’

l-'or this ever-increaring but cvcr-unfavorablo 
habit, the present age furnishes almost unbound­
ed facilities. There never was a time when so 
many books and newspapers were circulated as 
al the present day. Tlieli, again, they are ex­
ceedingly cheap. Few families can be found 
who do not take one or more newspapers or 
magazines ; and nut a few jtakc three or tour, ill 
eluding at least one daily. Some, indeed, there 
are who take from live t*i> ten or twelve continual­
ly. One family 1 visited lately—that of a me­
chanic—takes fourteen.

I will not stop here to caution you against 
receiving this or that paper, or journal, or mag­
azine ; or to commend tef your favourable icgaivl. 
the other. To this and other paiticul trs, l may 
of may not descend by and by. Wliat I pur­
pose, at this time, is to dissuade you, if possible,

He who would educate himself in the best 
possible manner, and who would stand belorc 
the community not only in harmony with his 
Creator, but ako with himself, should be more 
careful in the choice of his hooks and papers than 
in the choice of anything else in the wide world, 
except friends. Indeed, books and papers— 
nyilcrial for reading and thinking—are friends. 
Happy, then, the young man who is so fortunate 
as to make a wise selection !

Young men are usually fond of history and 
biography—-and they uugilt to be. They love to 
study men and things. Would they were as an­
xious to know tin nun 1res as to become acquainted 
with others ; for then, should they catch the spirit 
of reform, they might, perchance, he as anxious 

j to mend themselves as to point out lo others thc 
path of amendment, or sneer at their imperfec­
tions.

from your present course; and suggest one which 
is not only move favourable to a heaUhtuI and 
harmonious growth ut |character, hut actually 
more pleasurable in the passing moment.

The more you read mere fragments, the more 
you ani inclined to do so ; and the more you dis- 
Ivlirii any and every oilier mode. And the more

ion!” He believes on “ authority, and 1 am 
a ‘^private reasoncr.” Ilis “-act ol faith” saves 
him ; my “ opinion" damns me ; when his belief 
and mine arc thc same, with only this difference, 

faith" from you ; 1, my “ opinion’ 
from the Bible ! Sir, this is something more

Origin of vert a in dracticbs and errors of 
tiii: Romish Ciiekcii.—A valuable work has 
ben prepared by Rev. 1,. Normandeau, of Grande 
Ligne, ('. E. showing the origin and practices and 
errors of the Romish Church, by extracth from 
ecclesiastical History. The Scriptural mid Ap­
ostolic doctrines anil practices arc described, and 
the lise and progress of li miisli error. Baptism, 
Lord'sSup. er. Purgatory, lnlulgenco'. and other 
subjects form the. topics of the different chapters. 
As the work may need enl iigenient, it has not 
been stereotyped, but an edition of 1230 copies 
has been printed. It makes 180 pages, l8mo„ 
and after a careful revision by the committee ol 
Publication, it has been printed under the super- 
virion of Rev. 0. Cote. Rev. A. D. Gillette, 
pastor of the 1 ltli Baptist church, Philadelphia, 
lias pledged to raise one hundred dollars towards 
deli aving the expenses of the work, It is in the 
French language. Having been pirpared by one 
w'.iO was formerly a Roman Catholic pric-t, vve 
anticipate important rc.-ults from its circulation. 
Ilnjiti.it 1 tecm'il.

N VLVOO.—It is among the wonderful
vvoi kite's of an overruling Providence, that with
ina short time, two of the strong-holds of the 
enemy in the west have been broken up. 1 out 
or live years ago, Abner Kneeland prvrid. d over 
an infidel colony on the banks of the Des Moines ; 
while a few miles distant. Joe Smith wi:s tile 
municipal and military chief cf many tl.ou- 

| sands of deluded followers. Both h ivo gone to 
| their account, Salubria, thc residence of Knee- 
1 land, is already surrounded by Christian churches, 

planted by missionaries of the A. 11. M. S.,) 
whose labors have silently drawn numbers from 
the fatal vortex of skepticism, some of whom 
have even become hopeful subjects of redeeming 
grace. And now, Nnuvoo, the site of the Mor­
mon Temple, mid the strong-hold of that most 
singular of all modern forms of fanaticism, is 
calling for a missionary. These, wo cannot but 
regard as significant facts, well calculated to en­
courage the friends of Home Missions to per- 
servere, even in thc most difficult circumstances. 
—Home Missionary.

lend your slued.' 
a that they are

you
the p
they seem to become.

of time in this way, on 
mere shreds, the shorter 
This, at least, is the re­

sult of mv own observation for the present ccn- 
tury—nor has my opportunity or range for ob­
servation been very limited. .So that the love 
of light reading, and of reading little more than 
mere shreds—such as abound in the papers, 
especially the dailies—is perpetually increasing ; 
and no one can tell whejo it is likely to nul.

1 am no enemy, by ific way, lo light reading. 
Books, magazines and newspapers of this soi l, 
*11 have their place. A small share of our time, 
however valuable this precious gift of God may
be__and no one, l am sure, can estimate it too
lii riily—may be very properly expended on some 
kinds of light reading. But so long as human 
nature remains as it now is—perhaps as long as 
it exists—the IcndcncV to excess will need to 
be watched and guarded against. Few, if any, 
read light works too little.

Some six or seven mdnths ago, I was stopping 
for a short time in one Uf the flourishing villages 
of New England, whim two individuals came

This love of studying men anil livings, I have 
1 said, is laudable. It is only a morbid desire of 

this kind that leads them lo search the outside 
pages of newspapers, and the inside of magazines 
and wo ks of fiction, for something wherewith to 
feed wliat miyht have been a heavenly flame. It 
is this never-satisfied and never-to be-sat is fioul 
desire that furnishes a market for certain papers 
which I could name, by thousands and tens of 
thousands, while not a few of our more meritori­
ous ones hardly pay their way.

I grant, indeed, Unit the details of real life are 
sometimes more wonderful, its well as more in­
viting, than romance. But this is not usually 
so. Tlve better histories of the better class ot 
mankind are not in general spiced high enough 
for those who have not been trained lo plain 
food. Obcrliii and Howard arc read with far less 
interest than Napoboa and Alexander ; and Je­
sus Christ and his apostles with still less than 
either.

Be exhorted, then, to correct a false taste a> 
soon as possible. Accustom yourselves to read 
a portion of biography or history, sacred or pro­
fane, every day you live. Thu more you read, in 
tliis way, just as it is with plain food for the 

•body, the more you will find yourselves svlisfied 
with plain things, and thc less will you be dispos­
ed to lead by snatches, as 1 have termed it ; and 
above all, of’th it which can never profit you, hut 
must only perish in the using.

A COUNTRY MINISTER.
There is no lesson more beautifully instructive 

to our mind, than that which is taught by the 
devoted, faithful life of a country minister. His 
sphere of action is a retired one. lie hears little 
of the world’s en -ouraging applause. 1 lis name 
is, perhaps, confined to a narrow sphere.— He has, 
in these divided times, especially, peculiar diffi­
culties to contend with, and under the most faj 
vorable circumstances, his trial i and discourage- 
men's are m tnv. But his life is one of chcertul 
usefulness, and the end of his days is ptaevj. 
The promises of the go-pel and its delightful cn- 
cog: igement are his daily portion.—lie may at 

'he disheartened and fear that his laborsarè........................................... -

in vain. Bat the go.nl work which so engages 
lie- thoughts is going on. The smile of God is 
upon hhii. In the evening of life he may look 
hack with a calm satisfaction oil thc years that 
arc past. The faith that lie has .aborcil to es­
tablish in the minds of others, glows warm and 
bright hi his own breast, and when his toils 
hero lire over, lie goes lo meet in a purer world, 
the glad welcome uf those whom his teachings 
have blessed, and who have gone from his pray­
ers on earth, to join in the anlhc is of praise in 
heaven. Many there am. seeking no higher dr 
broader sphere Ilian that which their Master has 
assigned thorn in their vineyard. And vvli it more 
ip nions office is there under heaven, or to whom | 
will the words lie mote appropriaty, “Well done, j 

, good and faithful servams, enter ye into the joy 
i of your Lord ? —A . 1 • Ilccordt r.
I ;

he gets his
i the Bible ! air, uns is soon 

than drivelling nonsense, it is contemptible 
blasphemy.

But let.us try this scheme in its application to 
some texts aud truths, that we may sen how it 
works.

“ Bishop Hughes,” says John Mutpliy, “ what 
is the meaning of that text (James v. l(i) ‘ Con 
fvss your faults one to another, amd pray for one 
another.' ” “ Why, John,” you reply, “ it means 
confess your sins to the priest, and ask thc priest 
to pray for you.” John believes, and makes an j 
act of faith. 1, a little more caulii a<, look at , 
the text, and thus reason about ,t. “ One to [
another”—that looks very much like the priest 
confessing to me, if I confess to the priest, and l 
praying tor the priest, if thc priest prays for me.
T look a little farther after “ one another" or 
“one to another.” I find in Ileb. iii. 13, the 
followin'' words, “exhort one another." Does 
this mean that the priest must exhort me, but 
not I thc priest ? Very well. 1 find the fol­
lowing words in Eph. iv. 32, “ Be kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one anothci. 
Does this mean that the priest must bo kind and 
tender-hearted to me, and not I to the priest. 
that he must forgive me, hut not I him ? W hat 
say you. Bishop Hughes ? Yet John Murphy | 
believes you, and makes an act of faith, and goes j 
to confession and pays you and goes to heaven ; | 
I, a “ private reasoncr, conclude you pervert . 
the scriptures to make a gain of godliness, con- : 
fess my sins to God, and fur my opinion go to
hell ! , .

John Murphy again asks, “ Bishop, what is 
the meaning of Matt. xxvi. 26, 27 ?” You reply 
“ Whv, John, it means that Christ transuhstnn-

Powf.ii of the Evangelical Press.—The 
American Tract Society has nine steam presses 
continually in operation, throwing off an average 
of about 2400 volumes per day, and including 
tracts, more than 27,000 distinct publications 
every twenty-four hours. Itdistr butes monthly 
130.001) copies “American Messenger, and 
10,000 copies of the same work in German, flic 
•• Illustrated Christian Almanack" for 1849 is 
ready for circulation, and i f this annual 130,000 
copies Will be printed. Since the tiist of A pi 1, 
the Society has granted for gratuitous distribu­
tion over 9,000,000 pages of evangelical reading. 
During the month of August, 33 new colpoi-
teurs were commissioned and 15 commissions 
were renewed.

Temfeuance Statistics.—Mr. Delavan says 
there are 3,710 Temperance Societies in thc l - 
nited State, wjtli 2,600,00 members. In Great 
Britain there arc 870 -societies, with 7,<100,000 
members. Temperance Socinties do not exist in 
Prussia, Au-tria, and Italy, and ii: Russia they 
are prohibited by thc emperor.

Intoxicating Dkinks.—“The habit ol using 
ardent spirits by men in office, has oejeasioned 
more injury to the public, and more trouble to 
me, than all other causes. And were I to com­
mence my administration again, with the experi­
ence 1 now have, thc first question 1 would ask 
respecting a candidate would be, Does he use ar­
dent spirits ?”—Thomas Jefferson.

The prévalant attention W dvcis and out­
ward appearance feeds the pride, and mins more 
than half of our young mulattos.— Thornton.

through the street selling books. One had such 
works as The Young M in's Guide, The X oung j 
Wniva Vs Guide, The Young Mother, Young j 
Wife, Young 1 liisb.mil, ike. Inc other had 
books of a very different character—and among 
the rest, the catchpennies of the day, such as 
the cheaper lives ot Scott, lay lor, the works ol 
Kugeue Sue, ticc. Ihe| latter sold icuddy—~thc 
former hardly at all. Now 1 will not take it 
upon me to commend the former or condemn the 
latter; hut I am justified in condemning that pub­
lic taste which wholly excludes the plain and 
practical, and seizes amji devours indisei iminntely 
the noisy, thc light, or the visionary.

Against this Uepravcji taste, my young friends, 
let me most earnestly entreat you to enter your 
protest. If life were b\ny enough to read aery- 
thiny, not everything that thc press pours foitli 
would bo tit for you to read, And if you can 
justify yourselves in reading one hour a day, or 
so, the lighter works—{those in which fancy and 
not fact predominate—how can you allow your­
selves in devoting your days and nights to them ? 
And if you are willing to glance at a daily paper 
—the common catchpenny dailies I mean, and 
not the more respectable ones—now and then, 
does it follow that you are doing right when 
you spend an Lour or two on them of every day
you live ? I

What I have said, thus far, has bee a said on 
the supposition that these “ light concerns, ’ were 
only negatively injurious ; that is, that they only 
injure by frittering away your time, and feed­
ing a distempered taste, and brain. But I have 
more to say against them. Not a tew aie posi­
tively injurious—first, by the taise colorings they 
hold" out, and the lube views they present ot 
human life ; secondly,{by the depravity and in­
fidelity which, under ji mistaken garb, they too 
often conceal.

The more you find yourself inclined to read by 
snatches, and to prefer light books and periodicals 
to those which are more solid, the more active 
should be your organ oi caution. “ 1 tremble 
for the man vvno dues not tremble for himself, 
said an aged advocate of tue totalisai ; and 1 can 
adopt his language in relation to the subject be­
fore us. A young man who trembles for him­
self is the only young (nan who is safe. He may 
perhaps Ire cautious how he ventures beyond his 
ken or depth in waters unknown to him.

If th-'.re were no books, papers or magazines 
among us,, which in their character approximate 
to wliat they should be, the ease would be great­
ly altered. But that; state of civilized society 
vvliich brings upon us a tlood of light papers find 
magazines, aud a world of mawkish and sickly 
stuff, whose only recommendation is that it is 
new and cheap, brings us at the same time many 
highly valuable publications, both new and old, 
and at a greatly reduced price. He must be 
poor, indeed, who has his health, it ho cannot 
procure a library of oljoice reading, both periodi­
cal and permanent.

Tllli YOUNG MAN'S COURSE.
1 saw him him first in a social party, lie took 

but a single glass of wine, and that in compli­
ance with the request of a fair young lady, with | 
whom he conversed.

L saw hint next, when lie supposed lie was un­
seen, taking a glass to satisfy the slight desire 
formed by his sordid indulgence. He thought 
there was no danger.

1 saw him again w ith those ol his own age. 
meeting at night to spend a short timeyn convivial 
pleasure, lie said it was oaiy innocent amuse­
ment.

I met him next bile in the evening, in the street 
unable to reach home. 1 assisted him thither. 
He looked ashamed when we next met.

I saw him next, reeling in the street ; a con­
fused stare was on his countenance, and words 
of blasphemy on lvis tongue. til tame was
gone.

1 saw him yet once more—lie was pale, cojil 
and motionless, aud was carried by his friends lo 
his last resting place. Ill the small procession 
that followed, every head was cast down, and 
seemed to shake with uncommon anguish, lfis 
father’s grey lmirs were going to the grave with 
sorrow. Ilis mother wept to think she had ever 
given being to such a child.

1 thought of his future state. 1 opened the | 
Bible, and read—“ Drunkards shall not inherit j 
the kingdom of Heaven !"

TRIFLES.
Nothin,) is a trijle that <■< dis/Jetwtoy to oar 

friend.—ll every body thought so, and acted up­
on the thought, there would not so often iiri-e 
that dull, bad weather, those cloudy feelings, 
those little biller disagreeables, by which mar­
ried people, brothers and sisters, parents and chil­
dren, by degrees embitter one another s lives, 
and which create altogether, great, grey, lieavv, 
oppressive cloud, discomfort. A ily is a vciv 
light burden, but if it were pe pelually to return 
and set itself on our nose, vl might weary us of 
our tcry lives.

By the side of the above motto, we should in- 
scribc on the tablets uf home, Nothiny is iiio'y- 
nifront xthieh yiacs pleasure to oar friend, Be­
cause from this arises that bright summer-mild 
atmosphere in the house which is called comfort. 
And without this, how cold, how miserable is 
home anywhere.—Fi ederlka Bremer.

CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIAL PRO­
GRESS.

We take thc following from an interesting and 
able article on Christianity and Socialism, which 
we find in the Christian Examiner for the present 
month. We regret that our limits do not per­
mit a more generous extract.

We take counsel now of the Christian moral­
ist, and ask what solution he can give of the so­
cial problem of our age: Iu all ages of Christi­
anity has concerned itself actively with the social 
condition of man, and the Church lias never ut­
terly forgotten to enjoin mercy upon thc powerful 
and offer comfort to the feeble. The Apostolic 
Church, in the enthusiasm of its first love, had 
property in common for a time, although the act 
of surrender was purely voluntary, and each man 
was left free to give or withhold his own. After­
ward* more judicious counsels prevailed, and 
Christians, as they increased in numbers, shunned 
the dangers of communism by relieving the wants 
of the needy through contributions that were 
based upon the idea of the right of individual 
property, under a sense of responsibleness to God- 
We need not name thc social revolutions produced 
by Christianity,—thc rebuke qf oppression,—thc 
emancipation of thc slave,—tkc ’elevation of the 
labourer,—the defence of the feeble,—thc pro­
tection of woman,—the abolition of polygamy,
—the care of the poor,—the religious education 
of the people. It is obvious that without enter­
ing into any anvbitious historical disquilions, the 
experience < if any Christian denomination is enough 
to prove Uir power of Christianity to remove the 
worst social evils. Alloyed as otir sectarian ro- 
)j,«ions may be with baser elements, it is undo- 
nuiblc that the rise of the various denominations 
has been attended with a constant development 
of social virtue, power, and prosperity. Who 
will deny that the history of C hi istianity ^ con­
stantly illustrates the connection between Chns- 
li m principle and good social economy, or that 
Wesley, Bunyan, Fox and suel) minds, have done 
far more to bring on a true civilization than any 
of our boasting socialists ? Hardly a more inter­
esting book could be written than one upon the 
political and social economy of Christianity, as 
shown ia thc bin lory of the,Christian Church in 
its various communions. It would not fail to 
prove that the religion of the Bible elevates its 
receivers both in social welfare and in spiritual 
life, and that their temporal as well as spiritual 
prosperity becomes a blessing to others as well 
as to themselves. Dr. Chalmers deserves great 
credit for thc power with which he urges the 
necessity of Christianity to a people m order to 
elevate them. He paints with a masterly hand 
the influence which a Christian purpose at once 
exerts upon a household and upon a commu­
nity. ... , ,»

ilow can it bo otherwise? A mans welftrc 
depends far more upon his purposes than upon 
any of the accidents of fortune. Character con­
trols the outward lot more than the outward lot 
controls character. What can act more benefi­
cially upon character than a cordial recognition 
of the God of the New Testament, and of the 
obligations and privileges of that heavenly king­
dom revealed with Divine authority by our Sa­
viour? Wherever Christianity is sincerely wel­
comed, a radical change takes place in thc life of 
the individual and the habits of the community. 
The plainest Christian virtues, such as chastity, 
sobriety, frugality, peace, have more to do with 
promoting the true prosperity of n family or 
town tluui any specifics of politicians or theories 
of socialists. Where those. i ndues fail, the for- 
tilUv of Eden would become a curse. Where 
these exist, the ungcuial soil whose native pro­
ducts are little more than granite and ice be­
comes an Eden in poaeJand plenty. Dow pow­
erful is the Christian idea of domestic purity and 
union ! An adulterous people, like the Parisians, 
have not yci learned that H. re is in thc Bible a 
secret of political economy fur more efficient than 
can be found in any of the roseate speculations 
of theorists. The Christian family, honest, in­
dustrious, temperate, kindly, seeking worldly 
«rood with a due regard to moral principles and 
eternal aims, is always a source of power and 
blessing to the community,‘consecrating médio­
crité or affluence by a spirit that shows how 
much of the kingdom of heaven may exist on this
our earth. .

We arc well aware of the indifference and
world lines» that infect the Christian Church. 
Yet wo have never lived in a place in which the 
Christian Church was not a centre of light, love, 
aud power to the whole community. We have 
never vet seen the church that did not concern 
itself tor the relief uf the poor and the instruction 
of the ignorant,—that did not aim to impress the 
ieli «Ni a sense of their rcspoiisiblencss to (foil,

. i 11 . .. . in ci<»lrnncc «till

Chinese Converts supporting a Coi.por- 
tkir.—At Bangkok, Siam, Rev. Mr. Goddard 
writes that “ one native Tract distributer has 
been supported by the monthly contributions of 
the church, at an" expense of 36-ticftls, (S22.) 
and a subscription ha» been opened for the sup 
port of the assistant at Leng-Kia-chu during the 
coming year."

and to extend to the poor relief iu sickness, and 
to their children the blessings of an education 
which is better than gold. The religion oi the 
Bible, whenever dispensed in its freedom, has 
been the most powerful stimulus to mental en­
ergy. The worth which it attaches to the soul 
lies at the basis of it* zeal f ir education, alike in­
tellectual, moral and n ligious. W fiat can be 
more diffusive and auspicious than thc principle 
of such popular education ? Wherever its aid 
is denied, either by priestcraft or despotism, 
cvyinir social evils are tuuiul. Myriads ot uned- 
ucated labourers, able to give only the rudest 
kind of toil for bread, are kept in prosperous 
times but little above the starving point, and the 
lca.-t fall in the financé;! tide sinks them into
misery. . . . •. e

However impelfectiy carried out, thc spirit ot 
Christianity, as regarded by Chrisliansfgcnerally, 
tends to meet the very dangers of our civilization 
without neutralizing tvs power. Not despising 
wealth, it honours its true use. Not condemning 
the energies ol science and art; it views them in 
their mural and religious beatings. Without 
wefliin ' lo destroy the competition which ls such 
a stimulus to tnuustry, it strives to mutiny its 
spirit and overrule its tyranny by that co-opera­
tive good-will which is the highest motive in so­
cial order. B any thing like a true Christian 
he irt prevailed throughout Christendom, we 
should have very little tear for the civilization of 
tlie nineteenth century,with all its wealth, science, 
art, enterprise.—A . 1 . Recorder.

Goodness of God.—All the entertainments 
of nature are calculated to scuure our innocence, 
as well as to gratify our fancy ; and wliat is an­
other very a.'recablo circumstance, those grati­
fications which afford the sublimes! pleasure to
the mind, arc exhibited gratis.—llervey.

ltnv. Mr. Abbott, Baptist missionary to the 
Kaiens, writes that Tway Tub, a native preach­
er, had baptized 1,600 persons since Ins ordina­
tion. About 500 bad been baptized m Bur- 
mah.

It*’» London.
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