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* or 25 less than reported for 1868,
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life companies—in arranging “for the expenditures
of 1870, have announced their intention to with-
draw their cards from several of the so-called in-
surance papers hereabouts. The companies com-
Eﬁii that there are too many of this class of puh.

cations; most of which are useless. Several
companies, in combination, Tiave resolved to-eon-
fine their patronage to four of the principal ones,
and which shall be the lucky ones, is where the
laugh comes in.

Among the class journals which devote a liberal
share of their columns to iusurance subjects, and
which has obtained a firm footing during the past
year, is the National Reviewr. With the new

year it appears much” enlarged, and with a cover

engraved in the highest stxle of the lithographic
art. : M A C
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Fire Recorn,—Mount Forest, January 8. —The |

total loss at this five, of which some particnlars
were given last week, was 34,000 to 84,500, There
was an imsurance in the Royal for $500.
( Fgremont Township, Grey Co., Jan. S. —Durn
dnd stable of D, Carrie, on the 7th conces. were
destroyed; loss stated at 400, Tusured in the Vie-
toria Mutual.
Ottawa, January. —The Court House was de-
stroyed by fire, a great portion of the books and
b{ic documents were saved. Insured in the
North British and Mercantile for 810,000.
Ingersoll, Jan. 17. —The barn and sheds helong-
ing to Moses Tripp, bailiff, near this town, ocen-
pied by Peter Stuart, together with about £600
worth of hay and grain and a threshing machine,
“owned by Messrs. Gamble, were destroyed by fire,
Buildings covered. by insurance. Mr. Stuart’s
stock insured for 3500. Supposed to be the work
of an incendiary.
Quebee, January 17.—The steamer Lake St.
Peter was nearly destroyed. She was owned by
Mr. MeNamara, and said to be insured for $10, 000,

Fires 1 -8r. Joux 15 1869.—~From Jan. Ist
"'69 to Jan. 1st, ‘79, the number of fires were 59,
The losses

sustained on buildings for the same time was

$45,900, or §9,710 less than the losses from the
[ same cause last year, and £13,500 less than for

1867, the year before the Fire Alarm Telegraph

was introduced. There has, in the whole city,

been only one honse rendered unterantable’ dur-
ing the year, a state of things very satisfactory
indeed. —St. Johu's Telegraph.

Fires Iy HAvrrax 1N 1869, —There were 36
actual fires in 1869. OFf these 11 were in dwelling
houses, 13 in_barns and outbuldings; 6 in shops
and stores; 4 in éarpenter shops, and 2 in engine
houses. There were 5 false alaims, and a like
number occasioned by burning chimneys. There
were also three alarms cansed by fires outside tlye
ciby timits. The greater naber of fires and alarms
occurred in the night.

Fimes 1x e UNitep Svares. —The fires
which occurrél in the United Sjates during 1869,
where the losses exceeded $20,000, have caused a
destrnetion of property amounting to £40,684, 000,
The losses for --:u-L month were as follows:—Jann
ary, ,294,000;  February, 2,637,000; March,
$2,8927000; April, $4,672,000; May, 83,830,000,
June, 1,900,009;- July, 1,677,000; August, 86, -
838,000 ; September, $3,242,000 ; October, '$2. -
729,000; November, 32,650,000; December, 84,
200,000,

ORIGIN OF Fine Instvraxce Compaxtes. — It is
mnusing to teace the incidents which attended the
introduction of fire insurance companies. The
basis of a PMn of this sort appears ta have been
suggested as early as two hundred and fifty vears
ago. At that timea person proposed to Count
Agthony Gunthur Von Oldenburg, that, as a new
species of finance, he should insure houses of all
his subjects against fire on their paying so much
per cent. anonally, according to their value: but

" the prospect of gain so tempting to most persons
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Hpeighbors, and without disgracing one’s name and
'glignit_\‘," adding that «‘.‘MM such

|
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‘lhmhl not induce the Count to adopt the plan. He
{thought it good if a Cgmpany was formed of indi-
yiduals ta insure eadh other's houses, but he
floubted that it couldl by him be *‘honourably,
§ustly and irreproachally instituted without tempt-
'{ng Providence—withqut incurring censure of ones

tm'nns, preserved and blessed for many cenfuties; |
|

1e ancient house of Qldenburg. This plan ar-
{|pears not to have beenjagain thought of until the
!‘ cat fire of 1661 had Jaid the city of London in

{pshes. Various propasals were accordingly sub-
itted to the Court of Common Council of the
ity of London, betwedn the years 1669 and 1680,
for the mutual relief of such as might have their
|lhouses destroyed by fite. The nfbst notable and
{{Receptable of which was by one of the members of
fbe Court of Common UCouncil, Mr. Deputy New-
pold. During the pesiod between thé first pre-
igentation of Mr. Mewhold's proposal to the Lord
{{Mayor and the final rgport. of the committee to
whom the: matter was' referred, by the Court of
f'ommon Council, seveml private individuals asso-
giated themselves together and submitted to the
good citizens of London a *‘ design for insuring
ouses from fire,” and on the 16th September,
681, agiotice or advertisement was issued from
heir ** Ofifeg on the back side of the Royal Ex-
hange,” offering to insure brick houses against
ire for sixpence, and timber houses for twelve
ence in' the pound—being at the rate of £2 10s.
per cent. for brick houses, and of £5 per cent. for
g,mher. SylsZquently, on the 13th October, 1618,

e Court 6f Common Council did *‘ agree and re-
gl\'o to undertake insuring all houses within this

|

ty and libertyes from fire, and execute ye same
| With all expedicion” and therefore * resolved forth-
| with to engaire a sufficient fund, and undoubted
| spcurity by the Chamber of London, in lands and
| good ground rents, for;the performanee thereof.”

ILLecimiMaTe Bieta Rate ix Evpore, —Mr.
Maurice Black's work, entitled L' Europe Politique
¢t Société, furnishes the figures for the following
pmments by the Pall Mall Gazeste —Of all

uropean- countries, that in which by far the

eatest relative number of natural children are
rn is Bavaria, a country of which two-thirds of
he people are Roman Uatholic, and/ excessively
latholic, and in whi¢h *‘the confessional” is
jore of a real institution than almost anywhere
Ise. In Bavaria the illegitimate births amount
d 20.7, or nearly 21 per centum of the whole.
ext come Saxony and Wurtemberg; the first
kclusively, and the second chiefly, Protestant.
p these illegitimate births amount to 15 and 11.7
er centwmn, respectively. In Sweden and Nor-
fuy (Protestant). they are 9.3 and 9.2, and |in
ustria (very Catholie), 8.7. Next to these comes
ilist of countries, comyirisingain fact, the greater
it of Europe, in whieh tH® iilegitimate birth-
ate is singularly unifotm; nowhere much below
ven per cent, and mo where attaining eight.
These are—~taken in order of immorality, Begin-
g with the worst—Belginm, Russia, Italy,
'rancé, Prussia, England.  Of Ireland there ==r:~.
we believe, no trustworthy returis, but common
qpinion makes it rank yery favorably in this re-
gpect. Below the countries thus “"H’I"."ﬂt"ll, and
erefore the least exceptionable of 411, come Cath
dlic Spain, with 5) per ‘pent, and, last, Protestant

[nllxmd, with only 4 per cent.; which thus at
tiins the European prize for virtue.” These diver-
sities are very far from admitting of easy or, in-
dted, any explanation from such materials for

powledge as we possefs. Somiething is due go
| Iggal institutions. For instance, the three German
(*Ol]llll'i\‘,i which rank worst on the list, all possess
{ peeuliarly restrictive codes of marriage laws, which
mestrict honorable matrimonv and render irregular
it durable connections—*“wild marriace s;," as
l‘- Germans oddly but expyessively call them,
anv common| than they otherwise would be.

nd the same obstrudtive legislation prevails
"‘l"l" or lf's in other ontinental conntries,
I}

|
|
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But this has no relation to religious questions,
And the simple conclusion which we | wish to
draw is, we conceive, undeniable, that it cannot be
proved, or rendered probable, that the religion pre.
vailing in any lurdxun country, taken apart
from other eauses, influences at all the number of
illegitimate births.

BESTIVI N w57 e
DEPOSIT LAWSOF THEVARIOUS STATES,

A Doston papet commenting on'the recent case
of Commonwealth of Virginia va. Paul, pointa
out the neéessity pf establishing a national insur.
ance burean to supersede the State Departments,
now in existence., To illustrate the necessity for
such a measure it is stated that Ohio forces forei
companies to do about, $25,000 worth of news-
paper printing anhually, all in the interests of re.
procession, not for the insured. New York makes
foreign life comrnies deposit $100,000 before
eommencing busihess. Pennsylvania makes the
foreign companies pay $600 license and a three
per cent, tax upos their premiums. Virginia re-
quires a $50,000 deposit of foreign companies,
Alabama makes each agent of a foreign com ny
pay $200 to Ler town fire department, and an
extra $200 to the Medieal College of Mobile.
Louisiana taxes edch company £1,000, makes an
extra tax of $2,000 for New Orleans, and taxes a
certain per centage of the premiums for the bonds
of the Opelousas Railroad. = Tennessee requires a
deposit of $20,000 and an agency in Nashville
and Memphis, requires about $1,500 as entrance
fee. Arkansas anfl Wisconsin require each com-
pany to purchase $6,000 of their own State bonds,
and deposit them with the Auditor. California
requires a deposit jof §75,000 in gold. Missouri
charges from $40 to $100 for each county license,
lTowa and Ohio require a deposit of five per cent.
of the premiums received, and so on through most
of the States, .
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THE PRESENT POSITION OF THE NOTE
SYSTEM.

The Premium Npte plan has been so long a bone
of contention between rival companies and their
ageuts, 4s to endanger the best interests of Life
Insuranee, that it is not surprising that it should
fall ‘so much intp disrepute as to be almost
entirely abandoned by life companies.

Many reasons Have combined to bring about
this.-result. Finaneially considered the system was
sound, otherwise it would not have the approval
of such a man as Hon." Elizar Wright, its most
able and presistent advoeate. In theory it stood
well among the various plans in use, but in practice,
though at first it apparently benefitted the policy
holder, in the long run it very materially lessened
the value of the policy to the family of. the in-
sured.  Its gryatest drawback lies in the inability
of the dividends (on the contribution plan) to
cancel the notes. This may be vonsidered a trifl-
ing and insuflicient cause for the disfavor which
is now extended to it, but a little explanation
will place the matter in a light easily understood.
The advantage claimed for the préemium note is,
that by its use a much larger amount of insurance
cau be obtained for a given amount of cash than
by.the all cash system. This is to a certain ex-
tent true, bat the advantage is more apparent than
real. If anote be given by an insurant, his
e--li--)’ is mortgaged to the extent of that note, and
ae is obliged to pay interest on if year after year.
He s told by the agent who takes his pmi»osul
that the note will he surely offset by the dividends,
which will cancel it, even at the end of the first
year. ls this promisé realized ! Certainly not.
If the dividend is declared on the percentage plan
he will have to wuit for three or four years before
he gets a dividend on his first yvear's premium,
and by the time his first note is cancelled there
will be at least two or three other notes against

! the policy.




