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~ Seager Wheeler and his

How the master workman produces wheat, oats and barley, that have won World’s highest honors

The best known grain grower in the world teday
is Seager Wheeler, of Rosthern, Baskatchewan. He
is worth millions of dollars to Western Canada
and the provinece of Raskatehewan in parteiular as
an advertisement alope. Four times in open compe-
tition with the world he bas edptured the sweep-
stakes prize for the best wheat while he has se-
cured literally bundreds of prizes at the International
S¢il Products Exposition in competition with 1he
world and in his own provinee of Saskatchewan
Although he is best known as the producer of prize-
winning wheat, Seager Wheeler {mn done equally
good work with a number of other grains and
other erops. This year he eame out in a new role and
captured the world's first prize for the preduction
of the finest potatocs. BSeager Wheeler's great
work is done by selection of choice seed and by the
very best method of ecultivation. He has never
done any plant breeding. Readers of The CGrain
Growers' Guide are familiar with the methods by
whieh Mr. Wheeler produces his famous results
They do not know so much about the man himself,

Town Bred Boy

Seager Wheeler is.a native of the Isle of Wight,
He came out to Canada in 1885 a sixteen-year old
hoy and went firet to his uncle's f#tm at Clark’'s
Crossing, north .of Saskatoon and something over
two hundred miles from the nearest railway. Mr,
Wheeler was a town bred boy and had no experience
in farming. He helped his uncle for a part of the
time and also clerked in stores and worked on con-
struction gangs until 1889 when he homesteaded
alongside his uncle at Clark’s Crossing. Here he
lived until 1597, Evea in these carly days on the
homestead, although Mr. Wheeler had no traiving
as an agrieniturist, he conceived the ddea of select?
ing choice cats from his plots in the fall in order to
improve his sced for the following year.

He was not satisfied with the quality of the seil
at Clark's Crossing and after investigating be
purchased from the C.P.R. at $3.00 an acre a quarter-
section at Rosthern where he is now living and has
been living for the past twenty years. The yeas
that be moved on to his sew farm at Rosthers waas
the year in which the Long Lake and Saskatehewan
Valley railway went through to Prince Albert had
passed within four miles of his farm. This railway
is now eperated as part of the Canadian Northers
and is the property of the Demision government
Mr. Wheeler has been living 3o bis present farm for
tweaty years and this last year be has produced
hetter wheat than he ever did in the years before

Frosen Orope

In the carly days, Mz. Wheeler grew Red Pife
Wheat only and was frezen out twe years out of
three Nevertheloss he was always &l\“lll‘ the
best from his. flelds cach fall and was continmally

srhanging his sead in an effort to find semething that

would ripes earlier. About 6fteon years age he
got ten pounds of Preston from Dr. Willihs Saus
ders, of the Central Experimestal Parm, Ottawa
This wheat produced sixty bushels per acre and
vipened very much ecarlier than Red Fife. Mr
Wheeler stopped growing Red Pife and from that
thme on he selpeted his sded every year and was
steadily improviag it antil be worked out what be
believed to be the purest strain of Preston Wheat in
the country He has since stopped growing it, pre
ferring Marquis and his new wheats,\Kitchener and
Red Hobs. Freston is teo much inclined to shatter
and does mot grade so high. His brother who s
we of his seighbors at Resthern, is still growiag the
same strain of Preston Wheat

AMbough Mr. Wheeler was selecting his wheat and
his cats in the early days, be had worked out a
system of his own which was not exactly in aceord
with the best methods now in wse. About tén yoars
age, bowever, he received a eall from L. I1. Newmas,
secrefary of the Canadian Feed Orowerns' Assecia
ien. Mr. Newman showed him bow 1o select wheat
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and other grain to secure the bhest results and gave
him his first lesson on his own farm.. Mr, Wheeler
got the idea quickly and has been following it, Is
1911 Dr. Charies Saunders sent to Mr ".-u' -
five pound sample of pedigreed Marquis Wheat and
from this five pound sample Mr. Wheeler produced
four bushels and thirty-ive pounds, The game
be procurred a five pound sample of Marguie
from the Experimental Parm at Rosthers and one
bushel from & seed house at & cost of fve dollars per
bushel. After bhe threshed this wheat be mined It
* all together and selected the best two bushels that
he could produce. It was these two bushels that
be sent to New York to the Land Show at Madiscn

(2163) 7

Square Gardens in 1911 and eaptured the #1000 in
gold offered by the C.P.R. for the best hard spring
wheat grown en the Agperican continent.

Wheeler Advertised Canada

The story of that prize is interesting. The late
James J. Hill, of the Great Nosthern gl""’ had
offered a $1,000 gold cu{y for the hest hard red spring
wheat grown in the United States. BSir Thomas
Shaughnessy (now Lord Shaughnessy), president of
the Camadian Pacific Railway, challenged him to
open up this prize for Canada but Mr. Hill declined
to do so. Bir Thomas then, on hebalf of the C.P.R.,
put up #1,000 in gold for the best hard red sprin
grown on the continent of Nerth America. The
result of the competition was that Mr. Wheeler
earried off the sweepstakes prize but there were
two other Canadians who were ahead of any Ameri
can exhibit that was put up at “the show, It wase
one of the greatest advertisements that Canada ever
received. that time on Mr, Wheeler has ae-
quired the habit of ‘capturing world prizes. In 1912
at the International Farming Congress at Leth.
bridge, he was beaten by Heary Holmes. The ses
son in Northern Baskatchowan was rainy and the sam
which Mr. Wheeler sent was not very good,

913 be was completely bailed out and bad
sample to exhibit. In 1014 the Internations)
Farming Con was ‘held at Wichita,  Kansas,
and Mr. Wheeler won the sweepstakes prize on
Marquis. In 1915 the show was held at Deaver,
Colorado, where Mr. Wheeler won sweepstakes
rize for his Marquis as well as first prize for sheaf

arquis, sheaf Kitchener, sheaf Vietory, sheaf
Canadian Thorpe barley, sheaf of winter w
sheaf of soft spring wheat.

Prizes Fall Fast

. In !rﬂc tho‘l‘:'uruuu‘:nl Show was beld at B
as0, Texas, w r. Wheeler won sweepstakes on
his Kitchener wheat as well as st sdn asd
sweepstakes on Canadian barley, firet prize
on OAC. 21 barley, first prize on Arthur flold
cuual.-u-hnatuhuwiu‘ Al of h
heelor's exhibits at the 1916 show were from bis
1915 crop as he was estirely halled out in 1910
and had sothing from that . At
1916 exhibition where Mr,
slake prize on bis wheat, the firvd
by W. D. Lang of lndian Head o
culiarly the twe wheats did set ester
competition with each other.
beautifel samples of wheat
jedged together it i difficnlt te
prizse would bave gone. In 1917 M.
sueepatakes on potatoss and go
but was beaten on bhis threshed
If Mr. Wheeler were to sk
prises that be bas caplured for
that he has done on his farm,
small sized catalogue to show
As stated abeve, Mr. Wheeler
breeder. He has sclected the best
employed the very best enltivetios
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that means has prodeced L]

of crops at various times “l‘:.l‘::“.-ﬁ\, u’ mw
which be bas been farming at Resthers be has sever
had & erop failure. The methods of cultivation which
he employs give him » erop in dry yeam s
well as in wet, In"1004 ot Resthers the min-fall

was oaly three inches and the same In 1
lose than ene-balf the sormal mil fall

fr

of his success Mr. Wheeler sttributes 1o good seed
and propes tillage.

Mr. Wheeler loft the public scheol in his sative
land when be was cleven years of Bisco that
time be has had se education of that s
quired by bimeelf. He s, ae Elbert Hubbard ssed to
say, & gradeate of the university of bard knooks
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mothod of selection is wm.
has been employed by Mz. Whesler s
i sl om Fags B
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