THE GRAIN

News from Ottawa

Macdonald Election Charges, Reciprocity and Farmerns' Loans Under

Discussion

By The Oulde Bpecial Correspondent

Ottaws, Nov. 29 - The debate on the
address hes been under y all the
week In the House of Commons, and
will sot come 1o & conciusio
pext Tessday, st the earliest, when an
amendment moved by Hir Wilfrid
Laurier condemning the Government
for methods purssed in connecfion wilh
the Macdonald and Richelion hye olec
tione will be voted on The amend
ment 1o the address, which constitutes
s want of confdence mition Aeclares
“That in the election of Macdosad
and Richelion there were practicoes oa
eulated to terrorize and corrapt the
slectorate, which were connived at by
ministers and which deserve the consure
of the House. "'

The offect of this motion which was
moved on Monday last has heen to make
the happenings in connection with the
two clections the leading feature of the
debate All the known farts and
eharges in connection with the Macdon
aM contest have been placed on the
records, both by way of afdavits and
in sarmtive form o regard to Riehe
lew the rharges are not so serious, be
ing eonfined to the allegation that Rir
Radalphe Porget. at the instance of Hon
Robert Rogers, attempted to hribe the
constituency hy the promise of & marine
milvay and other public works A
rurions development in ronnection with
the Riehelion rase ins that Mr. Rogers
who made the ehief defence for the gov
erament, Aenien that he authorired the
Montreal financial knight to make sueh
a promise, and it is reported that the
twn have had & quarre! over the matter

The general concensus of opinion
seema to be that the government has
not vet heen ahle to give an adequate
explamation of the arrests of innocent
men in Macdonald. Mr. Rogers. in the
course of hin speeeh. Acclared that he
was willing to take the responsibility
for evervihing that happened. Ton view
of this declaration the opposition will
be all the more anylous to prove its
eharges. The 'hhyn of the minister
of publiec works in & word was that the

s before

il

I

i

il

| Mm

il

Il

h

Uil

,]“x\

Ll

advaorates f wider markels were sore

or thelr defeat and that 5 every
cane where an arrest bad bhees ade N
was Justified by the ' metans e

Premier Bardes 4 sotl atte "B
fen with the harges i eta bout
ssemed content t L 1o the fart that
8 recent years the Liberals ad been
guilty of election )

Redistribution

Although as stated ab e Bir Wilfrid
lLaurier's amendment! want of eonf
lence motion in regard to the hye olee
tions had the oot ’ nfining the de
bate this weeh argely 1t that ¢
other matters were dealt with. more
partienlarly the savy and reciprocity
The Onpemition leader made a vigorous
protest hecrause the SNpeee from the

Throne made no mention of a redistrihg
tion hill
Raorden

often referred ¢ in all probability be

He was replied to by Premier

After that the subiert was not

eause the Opnewmition pronoses to moave
another amendment dealing exelunively
with the avestion or else bring It w
n some other way

Sir Wilfrid in demanding & Redistrd
buation bBill this session maid that It
would no doubt he arened that 1t s
sufficient to have the bill hronght down
before a general slection, hut that sueh
in oot the interpretation that has heen
given to this provision of the AN A
Act in the past. "1t may be."" he maid
“the will or the nleasure of the Ooaver
nor-Ceneral to dissolve Parliament at
any time. There may he a erinis whieh
may make this course advisahle. There
fore it s necosnary that the conditions
under which elections must take nlace
should he the same at all times This
has heen the poliey

whirh has heen fol
lowed after every census Why. then
this exrention? What i=s the sinister
design whirh exista in the mind of the
ministry when they setually contem
plate not having the redistribhation this
session? T shall await what the Oov
ernment have to sav on this imnportant
sub ject I assume they have today no
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stention of performing what & a8 s

nortant constitgtions! Aoty if | am
wrong | shall be giad ¢ anow i, and

K be my duty to apologizse, but
| am right the Goverament may expect
' hear f the question Agsia during

- fesent sewsion

Premier Borden in his reply 4id aodt

y ' self definite as to the
testions of the Goverament, but in his
brief reference to the matier left the

™ reney that the leader f

the O D was r t i sssuming

» L i L sed 1 atroduce A
Hedistribution ¢ this sonnion. Sir W
fr be said. was very erned
sl t an ant ated erisis in the gov
. ent,. bt " 1 4 well ¢

fe for s tinia wh ght arise

the ranks of . oWy art

Parenthetion " = ha se
arke hat the | e M stor or

od  the ’ s fact that &

tinie the sition ranks ! e
n “a remult in lepriving Wentern
Canada ' TR er renresentat n
while 8 government erisls resulting in
an enl to the siry w 1 have
ot that offect

As 1 usnderstand It
Premier any redistr
eannot take effect until after the dis
snlutior f Parliament That = aben
lutely nderstood I bave under my

band a pretty eareful statement of what

has heen done in that regard since the

neeption f Confederation. but T will
take only ose INestration s 1001
there was a preliminary report of the
consus made on August 15, and the Re

] ribution bill was ot assented ¢

until Oectober 26 1903

twentiy six
months afterwards The report whieh
we issned to the rublic was under the
date of February 27. 1012: and if we
put through the Redistribution bill by
April, 1914, we shall have made as
much progress as was made after the
rensus of 1901."" That was all the Pre

er had to say in regard to the matter
hut - view of the fart that he had
prepared maelf with this defence it is
a safe assumption that the government
for the moment at least, does not expect
'

introduce a Bedistribution bill

Reciprocity a Live Issue

It is understood that at the first Oy
position cauveus held this week the mat
ter of the Liberal party’s futare atti
¢ on the question of reciprocity was
discussed and a practieally unanimous
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December 4. 1912

feterminntion was resched to cont .
to sdvoeate & policy of wider market,
This determisation wae Fven voles o

te

in & sumber of spesches delivered i

week, all in reply 1o a ehallenge mad.
by Hoa W . White 1o declare their
policy a8 to reciprocity and to tel) what

Casada bad lost becauwse of its defes
ete are some of the anawers gives ¢

a

X
Mr. White s juestion by Opponitiog
members
Mr. Robert Cruise, Y‘r;]-hih *1 an
re strongly in favor of reciprocity
than | was two vyears ago It " 2
very we for the representatives of 1k
nanufacturers to got up and sk 1o
protection They are the men who wast
rotection The farming industry s the
*t important industry that we have
this antry They are the men wh
" 1 got leginint 2t Bret band. Thes

are the men who should have the mar
hets of the world throws open 1o them
allow them to get full value for theis

F. B Carvel Carleton, NB It

Mr. White will bave patience bhe w

have the views f one member about
reciprocity I think be interijected this
subject into the debate for another res
son I think in the balo of glory I
whieh he ves, in holy Toronte, asd

surrounded as he is by his manufactur
ing magnates, his banking magnates, his

mmercial magnates, and his transpor
fation magnates, he rather wants m» ¢
resurrect reciprocity, baviag the ides
that it will be to his benefit Now, st
me tell him, that so far as this humble
member of the oppesition is concerned
| ntend to resurrect reciprocity, asd
to talk reciprocity every time I got »
chance, in the House and out of it, just
as long as there is any possibility of ob
taining it. Let me tell him that from
my standpoint and the standpoint of

Nions of people in Canada reciproeity
was good economiecally In January,
1911, it was good economiecally, and ia
September, 1911; it is good economieal
Iy today, and will be good economieal
Iy always., | want to tell him that he is
s I believe, in a fool's paradise.’’

Subsequent to the writing of the
above paragraph, or to be precise, at a
Iate hour this (Friday) evening Oeo
Fowler, Kings, NB. challenged Hon
Wm. Pugsley, Sir Wilfrid Laurier and
Hugh Guthrie, in turn to say whether
or rot they still favored r-l"‘l['rfv‘l?)’
Their replies were

3 Continned on Page 47

ANOTHER RAID ON THE TREASURY




