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Church of the United States of America—(a) to 
English-speaking people (1) in the colonies and (2) in 
other countries, and (b) to non-Ohristian people— 
Mohammedans, Buddhists, Hindoos, etc. Philo
sophic doubts, (a) atheism, (6) agnosticism, and (o) 
pessimism. At working men’s meeting :—Hindrances 
to Church work and progress. Temperance—demor
alization on uncivilized and heathen races by the 
drink traffic. The Sunday school system in relation 
to the Church. Disposal of the dead—(a) funeral 
reform, and (b) cremation. Social purity. For 
Thursday—Adaptation of the Prayer Book to modern 
needs—(a) Creels and the Thirty-nine Articles, (6) 
catechism, and (o) services, Maintenance of volun
tary elementary schools; should the education in 
them be free and religious? At working men's 
meeting.—Economics—(a) competition, (6) co-opera
tion, and (e) over-population. The bearing of democ
racy on Church life and work. Lay representation 
in Church councils and statutory paroobial councils. 
Free and open churches, reserved seats and their in
fluence on attendance. For Friday.—Christian 
service—(a) worship, (6) almsgiving, (c) work, and (d) 
home life. Church finance—(a) proportionate giving, 
(6) endowments and their effect on voluntary contri
butions, and (c) redistribution of endowments and 
taxation of incomes. At working men's meeting.— 
Sunday observenoe—(a) closing of public-bouses, (b) 
opening of libraries, museums, etc., and (c) Sunday 
recreation and travelling. Eschatology—(o) punish 
ment, rod lb) restoration. Lay help—(a) of man, in 
things secular, in things spiritual ; and (6) of woman, 
in sisterhoods, as deaconesses, as nurses, as district 
visitors, as teaching sisters. The increase of the 
episcopate. The desirableness of reviving the com
mon religious life of men—(a) clergymen, (6) laymen, 
and (e) in connection with missions to the heathen.
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THE HOLY STREAM OF EXHILIRATION.

SibI thank " Veritas " tor his exhumation of the 
above most felicitous and comprehensive form of sound 
words, expressive of the analogy between the physical 
and spiritual influences of wine saoramentably received. 
It explains the reason why our divine Lord selected 
wine as the most suitable and expressive " outward 
and visible sign" of the "inward and spiritual" 
properties of the consecrated fermented juice of the 
grape. Grape juice mutt be fermented if it is to con
vey to body as well as soul the spiritual graces of the 
euoharist ; it not fermented the sacrament is but a 
degraded form of the true—as are the alcoholic effects 
o^ physical wine in refreshing and uplifting the 
thoughts, and permeating the whole system by its 
exhilirating influences. So, in a similar way, does 
the Holy Spirit act in the sacrament on all the 
functions of the soul. How easy, then, profitably, to 
direct the thoughts of the most ignorant communicant 
to the nature, origin and properties, of the sacramental 
body and blood of our Lord. So to explain them in 
virtue of their analogical position and relation, as to 
leave little unexplained outside the physical properties 
of the sacrament. It is, therefore, beoaute wine exkilir 
ate»— refreshes, that it is consecrated to such an 
excellent mystery as to be representative of the 
spiritual properties of the blood of Christ. Mutato 
nomine and the argument, equally applies to the bread 
of the sacrament and the body of Christ ; and to the 
water of baptism as equally and similarly representing 
the cleansing properties of that sacrament. These are 
but very elementary ideas, familiar to almost every 
decently educated churchman. No doubt, howevèr, 
our teetotal friends will unite on a loud lamentation 
of grief and horror over such a mad intrusion of the 
liquor traffic into the Kingdom of Heaven. Neverthe 
less there can be no doubt, whatever, that any person 
receiving unfermented grape-juice as a substitute for 
wine, properly so-called, in the sacrament receives not 
the blood of the Great Sacrifice, and, consequently, 
none of its refreshing influences ; and he who goes 
through the form of consecrating it is guilty, ordinarily 
speaking, of coarse blasphemy in presuming to per
suade Heaven to join out teetotallers in cursing that 
which Gpd hath not cursed. I have been long waiting 
for some more learned person to develop the idea of 
this paper, but in vain. I beg to apologize Mr the 
crudeness of these few suggestive thoughts, which I 
will, yet, expect to see enlarged and applied with 
infinitely greater force than I am master of—you will 
under theee circumstances appreciate the very great 
pleasure with which my eye fell on the happy phrase 
of Clement, of Alexandria, as quoted by your corres
pondent Veritas, "The holy stream of exhiliration 
allegorically represents the blood."

'J. Alkx. Morris.

SHEOL.

Sir,—In reply to Mrs. Wood's letter which appeared 
in your paper of the 12th inst , asking information 
about Sheol, I can only say what men well versed in 
the Hebrew and Greek languages—men renowned for 
their scholarship—have said on the subject. That 
the Hebrews believed in a common abode of the dead 
from Jacob’s words, when refusing to be consoled for 
the loss of Joseph : “ Nay, but I will go down to my 
son mourning, to Sheol." So David says of his dead 
child, “ I shall go to him, but he shall not return 
to me." In death a man is, in the Hebrew phrase, 
gathered to his fathers, or goes to his fathers. The 
Hebrews did not transform Sheol, as the Greeks did 
their Hades, into a place of rewards and punishments. 
The doctrine of future rewards and punishments did 
not, therefore, enter into their religion. In the 
Proverbs nd the Psalms, the supreme motive urged 
is i h i l ment of God upon the works of man in this 
life. Th sphère of God’s judgment was this world.

“ Sheol, or the common abode of the dead, is the 
depth. It is far down beneath the earth and era, most 
remote from Heaven, with which it often stands in 
contrast. It is closed by gates, fastened by bars. 
Within is eternal desolation, darkness, silence. There 
is no knowledge or wisdom there, no remembrance or 
thanksgiving, or praise of God. The inhabitants are 
powerless,. nerveless creatures. Impotence is their 
most striking mark. Their very voices are but the 
shadow of speech. In Ezekiel xxxii. and Isaiah xiv. 
especially, we have very striking descriptions of the 
life of the lower world. Sheol awaited all men alike. 
Gerais of a doctrine of retribution may be detected, 
as in Ezekiel xxxii. and Isaiah xiv., but they are not 
developed. The principal reason why the Old Testa
ment did not develop the idea of retribution after 
death, is undoubtedly that the ideal was not individual 
but national. The realization of that ideal is neces
sarily looked for in this world, in Palestine, in a 
political state ; “ the ideal of the individual can only 
be attained in the attainment of the national ideal. 
There was nothing in it to lead men to look forward 
to the future life. The solidarity of the individual 
with the people, and therefore, hie suffering, as in the 
case of Jeremiah, for their sins, and through their 
sins, leads to a conception of sacrifice and atonement. 
Hence, too, comes a sense of personal relation to God, 
and Jeremiah, who is far nearer than the older 
prophets to the standpoint of the New Testament, 
feels that there moat come a time when the knowledge 
of God shall be derived not from religious instruction, 
but from within by subjective experience. Here was 
the promise, or germ of the belief in personal immor
tality, of the idea of retribution beyond this life, and 
of the resurrection of individuals. The doctrine of 
the resurrection to the last, so far as the prophets are 
concerned, it belonged to the consummation of the 
community. The end was the resurrection of the 
people, not the man. For the great mass of mankind 
the horizon was this life." Professor Moore says: 
'It has been held by some that the Hebrews always 
had a clear conception of the immortality of the soul. 
Others have as positively affirmed that the idea is not 
found in the Old Testament at all. Whilst admitting 
that of the philosophical notion of the immortality of 
the soul there is little to be found in the Old Testa
ment, yet that death does not end all existence, this 
primative faith among the Hebrews was held from 
the earliest times. No people has been without this 
belief."

For information about Sheol and Hades, I refer you 
to Campbell and Macknight, commentators and pro
fessors, Dwight, Wesley, Melville, Kingsley, and 
particularly Bishop Kip, who fully enters into the sub- 
jeot and develops pretty much all that can be said on 
the subject.

For centuries the predominant notion of Christendom 
as to the nature of future punishment was that it 
chiefly consisted of bodily sufferings. Painters 
expressed their ideas on this subject by representing 
hideous demons, the flames of tire. There is no idea 
of mental suffering embodied in the paintings of the

7»®t?r8L; some have given horrible descriptions 
of the lost in hell. Stoner, one of the most popular o* 
Methodist ministers, says of the lost soul on entering 
the stormy ocean of eternity: ‘‘Hurricanes of fire 
and brimstone sweep across the infernal deep, every 
blast howls eternity, every demon you meet with will 
hies eternity ; upon the gates of hell will be written in 
flaming characters, to be opened no more throughout 
S5”$7- A Presbyterian minister consigns a young

to*t£nd 9n a red hot steel floor with her naked 
feet, with hery balls of fire and brimstone on one side, 
lumps of ice on the other side flying about her, while 
fiery serpents bite and lash her with their tails." 
Another Presbytenan minister, Rutherford, indulges 
in this rhetorical flight : " Suppose we saw with our
of firl nfWthD 7 0t t.h!rty,ye“8 tomber a great furnace 
of fire, of the quantity of the whole earth, and raw 
there Cam Judas, Ahithophel, Saul, and all the 
damned, as lumps of red fire, and they boiling, and 
leaping for pam, m a dungeon of everlasting brimstone,

and the black and terrible devils, with long and sham 
toothed whips of scorpions, lashing out Ecourees 
them—and if we saw our neighbors, brethren sisW 
yea, our dear children, wives, fathers and mother' 
swimming and sinking in that black lake, and h<* 
the yelling, shouting, crying of our young ones «5 
fathers blaspheming the spotless justice of God • if » 
saw this while we are living here on earth, we shonM 
not dare to offend the majesty of God." Bede ° 
member of the Church of England, usually called th* 
venerable Bede, while preaching on thà Cbrisldaü 
Sabbath supposes that St. Paul and St. Michael haa 
petitioned that the lost souls might have rest on San 
days from their punishment. He says " It was th 
Lord's will that Paul should see the punishments 
that place. He beheld trees all on fire, and sinners 
tormented on those trees ; and some were hung bv the 
feet, some by their hands, some by the hair, some bv 
the neck, some by the tongue, and some by the arm 
And again, he saw a furnace of fire burning with seven 
flames, and many were punished in it ; and there were 
seven plagues round about this furnace—the first 
snow ; the second, ice ; the third, fire ; the fourth' 
blood ; the fifth, serpents ; the sixth, lightning • the 
seventh, stench ; and in that furnace itself were the 
souls of the sinners who repented not in this life 
There they are tormented, and every one received 
according to bis works ; some weep, some howl, some 
groan, some burn and desire to have rest but find it 
not, because souls can never die."

Some of the poets have given terrible descriptions 
of the lost. Dante's "Three Visions" refers to it 
Young on " The Last Day," says :—
" Enclosed with horrors, and transfixed with pain, 
Rolling in vengeance, struggling with his chain ;
To talk to fiery tempests, to implore 
The raging flame to give its burning o'er ;
To toss, to writhe, to pant beneath his load,
And bear the weight of an offended God.
When I have wept a thousand lives away,
When torment is grown weary of its prey,
When I have raved ten thousand years in fire,
Ten thousand thousands years, let me then expire."

These descriptions of the lost are mere flights of 
the imagination. We often hear of the terrors of the 
wicked, and of the misery that awaits them beyond 
this life, but what instruments are to be employed in 
the infliction of retributive justice is not directly and 
positively stated. That memory will act a leading 
part in the infliction of punishment on the wicked 
cannot be doubted. Young says:—"Sense, reason, 
memory, increase my wo*” It may be fairly inferred 
from our Saviours’s description of the final judgment, 
where an appeal is made to the sinner’s recollection, 
The judge is represented as saying:—‘I was an 
hungered and ye gave meno meat.” Remorse contains 
in it the very essence of the anguish of hell. The 
lost will carry in their bosoms their own tormentors. 
Milton puts into the mouth of Satan 11 Which way I 
fly is hell, myself am hell."

All our actions are said to be recorded in the book 
of God’s remembrance. Some suppose a man may 
write his history upon the material universe in an 
enduring and indellible record. Take the idea of 
Babbage, indulations of the atmosphere caused by our 
words go on forever, sounding dffw in the ear of God, 
and hereafter to sound in our own ear I Again, take 
the idea of Flammarion, that the light flying off from 
our deeds into the infinite space, flies without ceasing, 
so that hereafter we may travel along these lines of 
light from the beginning to the end, and with our own 
eyes see all the events of our life from first to last. 
Who shall say that the universe may not be a great 
photographic book, so to speak, in which we shall yet 
be brought face to face with ourselves in all the evil 
we have thought. The great Lord Bacon, in the midst 
of his troubles under impeachment for misuse of office, 
among other items of self-defence, said : " When the 
book of hearts shall be opened, I hope I shall not be 
found to have the troubled fountain of a corrupt heart.” 
That God has a book of human lives is a common con
ception among us; but that he has a book of human 
hearts is a form of the same idea. A heart-book then 
lies before God, and_when that great book ie opened 
how wonderful must be the revelations. Our Lord 
went during the intermediate state into the lower 
regions of Hades, the world of the departed, and 
preached in the prison house of the universe that the 
year of jubilee was come at last. At the resurrection 
" death and hell," or Hades, will be cast into " the 
lake of fire, which is the second death.” Death an it 
now exist will be no more,and Hades, the intermediate 
state, will exist no longer,

April 14th. Philip Tocqu*.

THE INTERMEDIATE STATE.

No. 8.
Having already adduced the testimony of se*?® 

famous sons of the Church of England, it will not be 
amiss to present a few testimonies from men of renoW®


