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The supreme joy of self-sacrifice is |

not within our reach ; but even in

our peaceful spheres of activity there
is ample room for calm resolve and
self mastery.
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“Though flesh @repine and
chafe,

There comes & voice without reply

Tie man's perdition to be safe

When for the truth he ought to die.”
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defends the dominant German school
-the school that is headed
by the Kaiser, and his Prussian
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fields that their armies conquer and
a tribute the nations of the
earth
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organization for war activities
created by the Knights of Columbus,
and sustained by them and by us all
generously and effectively. It is
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reduce the mortality to a minimum.
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I'wo things had to be done to free
the slave. These had never been
fully attempted even by the wiseat
philosophers and statesmen of aati
quity. The slave himeelf had to be
emancipated ; his labor had to be en
nobled. The firet was to be the re-
sult of a moral upheaval and victory ;
the second was to be a political and
economic trinmph. It took time to
accomplish these results. For the
foundation on which slavery was
built went deep down into the life
of the people and rested on an
almost unshakable substructure of
selfishness and heartless indifference
k a longer time
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I'n the Catholic Church the, barriers
everywhere else separating the slave
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by the reception of the bread of the
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of the Lamb by ths side of the heirs
of the Glabrios and Caecilii, the con
suls and senators of old Rome. Time
and again, slave and master died to
gother for the Faith. Their mortal
remains were buried together in the
Catacombs and their hon
ored them both as soldiers
of the Cross
In the Church,
en be held in
than the free if the former
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only she could carry through It
was beyond the power of natural
forces and agents. God visibly
helped her in the gigantic task.

In her religious society the slave
had reconquered his place. It was
not so easy for the Church to have all
his civic rights restored to him. But
when after the peace of Constantine
she emerged from the Catacombs and
had something like official recogni
tion from the State, her influence and
example gradually secured for the
slave his peraonal liberty in the eyes
of the law Nothing can be more in
teresting than to watch, after Con-
stantine power, the
yetween the spirié of pagan
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Roman law had made substantial
progress along nobler lines. Uncon
gciously it was influeuced by the pres-
ence of
Empire had

After Constantine

greatest sacrifice you could | their bodies in iron gyves, they could } taken the Church under his protec
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Lord, |

humane, more tolerant ; they recog
nize more definitely the dignity of
man and safeguard his rights more
They are approaching
nearer and nearer every day to the
8pirit of the Gospel. The day is not
far when at the head of the great
book of the Roman Law the Cross

' will be inscribed to safeguard and
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Consgtantine forbide masters or
magistrates to brand slaves on the
face where “resides an image of the
Divine Beauty.” He gives to priests

and even to the simple Faithful, by

of "manumission’” per
formed in their presence, the privi
lege of conferring all rights of citi
zenship., He decrees the abolition
of those gladiatorial contests where
80 many were bufchered to
Roman holiday. He safeguard
sanctity of the family life of
slave, forbids the separation of
parents from children and husband
from wife. The slave was thus
made to feel that the law realized at
last that he had a right to love and
be loved, and that his humble hovel
was a sanctuary inviolable to the
lust and the cruelty of his master.
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homicide Itreat
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By pi by prayers
by sacrifice and deeds of
heroic courage, she won the sacred
battle of freedom. Of the many
services she has conferred on human
ity, this is one of the ncblest. When
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| Cross
their slaves as to cause their death. |

| two

the slave lifted up to her his shackled |

hands, God gave her the will and the
power to break his chain.
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The Irieh situation is not at
all a religious situation, but a purely
national one, The Pope was neither
consulted, nor did he offer advice.
The Pope never meddles in the polit
ical affairs of any nation,—Our Sun-
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CATHOLIC NOTES
iSimlianms

William P. Larkin, director of the
Knights of Columbus Committee on
War Activities, announces that fifty
Knights of Columbus secretaries and
chaplaine have arrived gafely in
France and have been assigned to
duty along the American front in
Flanders.

The Catholic Bulletin of Peking
announces that four Sisters of Char-
ity have been decorated by the Presi-
dent of the Chinese Republic in ree-
ogunition of services rendered him at
St. Michael's hospital, when, pursued
by revolutionists, he was in gread
danger of his life,
John McCormack has more
fulfilled his promise to raise
for the K. of C. war fund, for in the
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The American naval authorities
are building a big base hospital at a
port in Ireland for sick and wounded
sailors, to be manned by the Red
with a staff brought from
America. A big residence has been
taken for the main building and see-
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Inspectc French Navy
person

Bishop of Frejus and
He to all intents and
purposes, though it is more conveni-
ent not to give the title, Field Ordin-
ary for the French Navy, as were the
W Inepectors appointed
some time ago for the army.

Pope Benedict XV. has appointed
the Most Rev. Joseph Petrelli, Titu-
lar Archbishop of Nigibis and Apos-
Delegate to the Philippine
Islands, as Papal Nuncio to China.
China has appointed Tai-Tcheng:Lin
He had
previously served as Minister to Por-
His appointment has received
the official approval of the Holy
Father
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of the Paris
damaged on ood Friday by
from a German long range
8 been awarded the war cross

that time. The
was ordered by
Premier Clemenceau, reads in part:
“He gave evidence on March 29,
1918, in his bombarded church, of re-
markable courage and coolness.
Amidst the ruins and under tumbling
arches he promptly took charge of
the work of rescue. By his example
a8 well a8 by his energy, he did much
to prevent a panic and refused to
leave the church until all the victims
had been rescued.’

A check representing the results of
the recent National Catholic War
Fund Drive in New York ecity, when
approximately $5,000,000 was raised
for War presented to
Knights of Columbus at the Victory
Convention of the Order at the Wal.
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