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THE BOY AND THE PRIEST™ way to be freed from

Al Redfern was an Indian
named Al who lived far
northern part of Ontario, away from | i
the cities and villages and cultivated |
farms. Like all other Indian |
he early learned to be skilful in the t
usual pursuits of his people—hunt
ing, fishing and trapping. \In.\
long summer afternoon he spent ,
the silent places with his good (inl_j In the Atlantic Monthly for l)l‘(l‘lll‘
Tip. At this time of the year he did | ber there very interesting and
not carry his gun or set his traps, for \ sympathetic paper on James Long
the young of all kinds are just grow- | street. Sympathetic to a certain ex
ing and it would be w rong to kill the | tent ; the writer, Gamailel Bradford,
old ones before the young are able to | jr., shows himself a great admirer of
take care of themselves. So he con- | the Southern general and recognizes
tented himself by peaking here and
there at the young birds in the nest,
and the young animals hidden behind
rocks and trees while the mothers
were pasturing.

Al was often able to go quite close
to them and sometimes even to touch
them, for they had never yet been
hurt by man and so had not learned
to afraid. He saw dozens
dilferent animals, such as fox, beaver,
muslorat, squirrels, and chipmunk;
but of all the voung animals, he liked
the voung speckled fawns best. They
would lick his hands and bleat after
him went away. Of the
birds. he best to watch the
young rol When he went to the
the old birds were away,
wle four would open their big
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But Mr. Bradford should have
ended his paper before he made some
unfortunate remarks about the con-
version of the General to the Catho
lic Church. We quote tho greater
part of the three closing paragraphs of
the article in order to show how in-
capable the writer who admires the
general's qualities as a fighter and a
citizen was to enter into his soul.
“Toward the end of his life,”
the writer, Longstreet joined the
Catholic Church.. This forms such a
remarkable close to his career that
it cannot be passed over. Mrs. Long-
street, with another of those shrewd
blows that comes most stingingly
from those we love, says that he did
it because his former Episcopal asso-
ciates would not sit in the same pew
Al wondered how | With him after his political conver-
old birds could supply all their | sion,andhe wanted a church that had
ants. move charity. 1 cannot suppose that
as he was strolling | he was a man of natural religious
his head filled with all he had | bent.  Such references as he makes to
face to face | the subject have an excess of unction
man dressed in aflong | Which 1 would not for a moment call
black e at once knew him to | insincere; bnt which suggests an ex
the priest, Father Robert, who | cursion into paths not habitually
travelled through that | travelled; and they have a rhetorical
and who had told Al about | turn which appears in almost all his
taught him some simple | attempts to express unusual emotion.
Al at once began m| Yet this man became a
about his summer | Roman Catholic! "This man had all
pleasures, when the priest, with a | his life trusted nobody, who had
twinkle in his eve, said, “Why don't | placed his own judgment above that
voif teach the little animals and birds | of every other, took the Church \\'hi"h
to know about God as I taught you?" | sets itself above all judgment, treats
For a moment Al was troubled, for he | kKings and commanders and h.llu'. and
was a good boy and wanted to do the, sucklings alike ! It may have been for
vight thing. Then the priest told | this very reason., If he was to make
him that he had only been joking, | the surrender, he may have preferred
and that the birds and the animals | to make it absolute and where the
could not learn about God, because and Jacksons would have had
God had not given them reason., He | to make it too. Nevertheless, I find
further explained to him that of the | & singular piquancy; in the image of
thousands of living creatures in the | him who is said to have ‘jeoparded
world, man was the only one with | the great battles by his stout self-
resson and se the only one who could | Will, prostrating himself before the

ities.
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like so much
found in
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founded on
which prevent men
and women “'going over the line” in
quest for Truth and Peace.
“What will my friends say or think,
and shall I not lose the best of them?
familiar questions founded in
human respect, as we all know.

Yet, says the Bishop. that the
Catholic Church is the True Church
established by Christ, is a statement
which rests upon the most certain
and positive grounds. Is it likely
that the Catholic Church, with its
lineage of nearly two thousand years
is wrong, and that the Protestant
Church, hardly more than three cen-
turies old, should, after all, be the
right one? Arve Churches which
started into life a thousand and more
vears after the time of Christ, more
likely to be the Churches of Christ
than the Church which has come
down in unbroken succession from
Him? is the Protestant Church,
now divided into hundred
more likely to be true than that
Church which teaches now as it did
in the time of the Apostles? Who
ever heard of Highor Low, or Broad or
Narrow Christianity before the six
teenth century?

It would seem tothe intelligent in-
quirer, says the Bishop, that the
faith which was professed by the
whole of Christian Europe for over
a thousand must have been
the true faith, as it was then the only
form of Christianity. And we may
put it further to the impartial inqui
er: Does the life and moral worth of
the Reformers, of those who first in-
troduced Protestantism, render it
probable that they were come to
purify the Church? Consider Henry
VIIL of England, whose taste for ‘Re-
formation’ was grounded on the fact
that he had tired of his lawful con-
sors and wished to marry a younger
woman., Lo, |
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fortresses of the faith are
events, At Evesham in
the Birmingham diocese the resideit
Father DPatten,
for fifteen vears, has now
the crown put upon his work
by the opening of a new church; an
event due to own generosity in
giving up a legacy £000 pounds
for this object. At Wilmslow, in
Cheshire, Siv Humphry de Trafford,
a member of an old Catholic family,
celebrated his coming of age by giv-
ing a site for a Catbolic church ; and
the Bishop, Dr. Singleton, laid the
foundation stone, while some 2,000
pounds has been gathered for the
building. At West Derby, near Liv-
erpool, building operations  will
shortly undertaken, for, by the
will of a Liverpool Catholie, not ex
traordigarily vich, 10,000
poungds are left«for the erection and
complete equipment of a church in
parish, 2,000 pounds more
goes to the archbishop of the diocese
for his own use.
Amongst the recent
the bishops, Bishop
Northampton makes an urgent ap
peas for the support of the Catholic
press, and gives words of encourage
ment to the Catholie journalist, e
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The generality run upon a hatred of
this name, with eyes so closed that
in bearing favorable testimony to
any one they mingle with it the
proach of the name. ‘A good man, !
Caius Seius, only he is a Christian.’

“So another, 'T marvel that that
wise man Lucius Titius hath sudden
ly become a Christian.” No one
flecteth whether Caius be not
fore good and Lucius wise beca
Christian or ther
cause wise and good. They
that which they know, they revile
that which they know not. Virtue is
not in such account as hatred of the
Christians.
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up on Catholic literature ; every
family must take Catholic paper ;
Catholic books must be demanded at
the public librarvies; priests should
be in touch with the Catholic Read
ing Guild., 1In speaking of the abso
lute need of the Catholic nbwspaper
his' Lordship calls journalisin the
modern quick-firing weapon, the only
one ndequate to deal with the cal
umnies of the secular press. * The
Catholic journalist proud of his pro-
fession and intent on one sole obh-
ject—the glory of the Catholic name

-will keep his pen clean from pol-
itical or party rancour and will never
write that which would cause dis-
union among Catholics.” Finally,
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pagans of time were called |
from a Greek word signifying “vil-
lage,” implying that the spread of
Christianity was so widespread at

the time that the adherents of pagan

ism were chiefly confined to the in-
land rural districts. The charges
brought against the Catholic Church
of eighteen centuries ago are curious-
ly identical with those directed
against the Catholic Church of the
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him, only that he is a Catholic?

It is also curious to note that, a
century [ater, when Christianity had
won a foothold in the world, the
pagans the Ltime were wont to
the Catholic Church of being
the cause of all the public disasters
that had befallen the empire.  They
siaid that the had
undermined relaxed
the ene and unnerved the sol
diers, leaving the empire at
mercy of the barbavians,

What answer did the doctors of the
Church make to these charges ? I'hey
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use denying that every indi
wtholic all that lies
in his power to further the caunse of
morality. We among

great deal of wood."”
Catholic Temperance
touches on this when it says: “"Many
our non-Catholic fellow-citizens
frequently wonder that we Catholics
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Besides all this,
are being ruined in wine rooms and
dance-halls.  Appalling evils
and in the
face of these many of us have only a
few safe and prudent remsm
make on divorce or Socialism,
enemies the Church have
quite naturally our severest
and the severvest part of their criti-
cism has been that some of it has
been true. We have had more than
our share of those who not only do
nothing themselves but who sneer
at all efforts at reform and who de-
clare that because some reformers
are hypocrites, all reforms and re-
formers eught to be suspected.”
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A Western exe lml“'wr hronicles the
| recepbion into the church of ( aplain
John F. Wilkinson, a retired United
States army ofticer, a resident of
Mesilla, N. M

The Liverpool Catholic Times is
now running a serial story from the
pen of Mary Rugels Dickens, convert
[ to the Chareh, and granddaughter of
Charles Dickens.

On the oceasion of the Constantin
lan centenary Pope Pius X, will issue
an important encyelical which he
will deal with the liberty accorded to
the Catholic Church then and con-
trast it with that allowed to her now,
T1 Bevront Univers-
v ofithe Ottoman Empire, has gradu-
ated over 400 skilled physicians and
gnve about 250 priests to the Church,
The University over
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