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«àh premiums paid in to the amount of $15,227, and many lessons, the main effort of this office should be to im- 
t ’ /-loselv following, and iij the order-named, come the prove condit ons as to building and construction and prê­

te*® 1 the Oueen, the Guardian, the Sun, the National of vent ion, and that that feature of the office is the one that 
■T**'. the Norwich Union, the Caledonia, the Commercial «ends to benefit the public at large. If is sincerely to,be 
ihSMtbe Law, Union and Crown. •» > hoped, that Ontario will be the second Province in the Do-
‘'y*’ A * * * ' minion to establish such an office.

A Rill was introduced into the Ontario Legislature thisp#na|||#f „ 0var lnwran6e.
*»m f^Kng'the use ofn!™omb^stible°film moreti^n Thc Man'toba “ Fires Prevention Act ” is very properly , 
apparatus involving me ,-hihited until insnected and namcd. as the all-important work of the tire Commissioner“EVt^ltcet^ SJSSir Municipalities *?* prevention of fire,. But there are really division, 

SmUtS to charge a Provincial fee for all cinema- of th®.4F, one regarding the invésugation of all fires. This 
•*« of »5 a‘day. A deputation representing ™ve,ti^t,on is earned on whenever there is the least doubt

interests waited upon the local government « »° ‘he origin of the fire. Whikone or two mcendiy.es 
D0VUlgf înd oointed out that the proposed legislation would have been committed only one has been really convicted of in- 
^ ^“ItiiHbe business in the Province. As a result tf «nd.ax.sm. jit has been necessary to lay the charge for 

■ «oresentat^ns the!Government promised to withdraw Sc«‘nfr “oney under false pretences against, the others,
1 merely a mm-™,, year. ' MSST”" C”*““ )

: ' —* » • » In Canada it is difficult to convict for -incendiarism, be-
___ .... -Ml. 1 cause it is almost necessary to catch the party in the act of

one FOR PHILADELPHIA. ft- setting fire. There is room for improvement in the laws re-
Wbeoever a fire-trap df a building is demolish from, X-

.n. cause not under any possible circumstances should an- Eduontlennl Went of Office. , *
fiLr fire trap be allowed to'take its place. This is one ex- The tabulating in the office of Fire Commissioner of the 
H>nt oroposed by a recent writer for the lessening of fire- causes of fires has also an educational feature. - For instance, 

te It was suggested by reason of the comment made last lately, I have bad to look into three or four fires which looked
nth bv the Senior Fire Marshal, of Buda-Pesth, Hungary^ rather mysterious and suspicious, but which, so far as it has

n the fire-fighting facilities of Philadelphia “Your sys- been, possible to ascertain, were fires started by spontaneous 
tem.”he“said “is nearly perfect. It has need to be; for nine- combustion. It is the object of this office to make the result y
tâÜtki of your buildings are flimsy flame-traps.” And this of such investigations as public as possible, so as to teach /
nf Philadelphia —one of the most substantially-built cities in and warn people against the recurrence. This feature of the f 
America ' " There could hardly be a stronger argument in office is of very great importance, and has been much ap- -,
hwrof re-modelling the building laws if conflagrations are to predated both by the insurance companies and the public ***>
be avoided and the fire-waste reduced. ft large. There were at one time, people who either did not
* * know or did not believe in spontaneous combustion or else

entertained the peculiar ideas as to the features of this par­
ticular fire cause. t A *-

The same may be said as to the question of mice and 
rats occasioning fire by gnawing matches. There is nd ex­
perienced insurance man who has not run up against causes 
of this kind, but the public at large have been sceptical about 
them. The bulletins sent out from this office every 
month on different topics relating to fire causes may eventu­
ally dispel much ignorance. But no material reduction in 
the fire waste will be possible until there is a material im­
provement in out-building and construction laws. Hitherto^ 
we have been building too carelessly- . /7 .
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Why They Are Necessary in Every Province ; and an
^ Account of Their Work.

‘ ' 1 1
(•eoelally written for the Monetary Times by A. Llndbaek, 

Manitoba Fire Commlesloner.)

There is no question but the establishing of the office 
if Firs Commissioner throughout the provinces of the Do- 
mown will assist very materially in improving fire conditions 
mi reducing fire waste. It is now about 4fteen years since 
tte first Fire Marshal's office was established in Boston, 
Mss*.: Ae result of the work of that office reduced the fire 
teste in the City of Boston more then j*- per cent,, end whtm 
laser the office wes made a State office, it a similar effect
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lisiilar measures awl inaugurated similar offices. New Otesgow, N.$«—Residence of Mr. J. Rod. Mackay
Haas AattierltlJS and Insindlarleiw. <m Washington street considerably damaged.

Ur rhsrU. u/kifenmh tt,, A rat Fire Marshal of Mass., Montreal.—Thc premises occupied by Mrs. Hilaire,
1 tt address -before the State Legislature of Çbio, speaking of 7? Albert Lane, damaged to extent of about $300.
of the manner ft) which the funds maintaining such an office London, Ont—Unoccupied Cottage on the Trebilcock
should be provided, spoke as follows : “ It must be borne in ; farm, incendiarism, probably by tramps, is suspected.

~ wad that it is no part of the business of private corporations et John's, Que.—E. Daignael’s grocery store gutted,
•0 prosecute crime against the public; this ebould devolve an<j overhead departments damaged by smoke and water; 
totirely upon the public authorities, and, a* was well ex- Hamilton, On*.—St. George’s Art Glass Works' art rooms 
NMsed by a writer several years ago, ft is as much the duty • damaged to extent of $1,000. Fire possibly of inemdiary
•fthe State to hunt down and punish the man, who, for per- orjgjD. . - .
K.!fi5/7ITra match, hi* own-properiy at tfie pen o Arthur, OnL-Fire in the Pigeon River Lumber .
^.5'v lPTrtrJof hi* ne,Rhb°r> a‘ “ Ult" “ L r Company's yards destroyed about 10,000 bundles of first ttd Punish the footpad, who, also for personal gam, puts a ^ . 'h

to the bead of the traveller upon the highway. In M Ominanv’i steel sorimr
>” """ -he f.'-^-a, b. ib. Mo,™

I may say that I concur in the main in this view. The considerably less. ' _ .
•«k of the Fire Commissioner is of as much benefit at least Ottawa-Incipient blaze at gas house, King Street, de- 
•» the insured and public at large as it can be to the in sur- tectéd in time to prevent tenons damage. Caused from an 

companies. Again, it is without question the duty of overheated furnaces
official to criticise and condemn thc carelessness of the ■ Maelaod, Alta.—A fierce prairie fire destroyed ranch 

«ttrance companies when such is met with and, therefore, hou*e *nd buildings belonging to C. Bakery damage amount­
s'* should feef that he not in »y manner dependent upon jng to about $2,000. >
**msurancen people as regards Tits office. On the other grldgen, Ont—Oatmeal plant owned by J. Hayne totally
j*”» “ M conceded that such official, is, when doing hi*' destroyed1 with large vquantity of rolled oats. Loss about
y7> 1 help to those, corporations as well as to the# public j9)0OO) partially Covered by insurance.

For those reasons the Governments sbwBld main- Teronte.—Premises of Ward Bros., tailors, at 662 West 
<tf.the offi«» wltile the insurance companies might s Street, owned by the Crocker *sute, damaged. Total 

m such maintenance. The offices on the other side are about $lqo: caused by children playing with matches. -jSSautttw.îSsisrs =5;
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